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3 Ages of Man's L FE: 


Repreſenting, 


The VANIT of it, from bis 


CRADLE to his GRAVE. 
Adornd with proper Emblems. | 
To which is Added, 


Scriptural POE SS 


Being ſeveral Portions 'of 


SCRIPT RE 


Digeſted into 


EN GIISH VERSE. 


J. The Boo of Ruth. CIV. The Prophecy, 

II. The Hiſtory off \ of Jonah. 
Sampſon. # > CV.TheLife of Joſep 

III. Chriſt's Sermon\ | VL The Epiſtle of 
on the Mount. James. 
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T is obſerved of the Peacock, that 515 a very proud 2 
Bird: and that he-takes a great deal of Pride is 
ſpreading out thoſe glorious Plumes with which N. 
ture has adorn'd bim; and yet when he has ſet him | 
ſelf out to the beſt Advantage, and has diſplay'd his glit= 
tering Feathers to the Meridian Sun, that by the Reflexi= 
vn of that glorious Luminary, their Native Beauty maß 
be more Illuſtrious; if it then happen that he looks down 
on his black Feet, 'tis ſuch a mortifying Spectacle, that 
he {oon lowers his Topſail, and his erected Plumes imme 
diately flag 3 juſt ſo it is with Man: There's ſcarce @a 
prouder Creature under Heaven, except Lucifer ; GOD 38 
made bim, in his priftine State, ſole Lord of the Crea- 
tion; and unto bis Dominion, ſubjected all the Creatures: 
But all this wow d not ſatisfie bim; he-needs muſt be a 5 


* 


God; which to obtain, he wiolates the Law of bis Crea= 


tor, and thereby has enteiPd an bis Poſterity a certain 
Curſe, inſtead of that imaginary Deity which he jo vainly 
ſought for. Yet notwithſtanding his Miſcarriage therein, 4 
Lis move degenerate Off-ſpring will ſtill be priding of bim. 
ſelf in his Attamments, and boaſting of his 0wn Fer- 
fectiam. *Tis therefore highly requiſite, for the allaying | 1 
| of this flatulent Diſtemper , to ſhew m bis black Be, 
1. e. to let him ſee, for all his Fowering Thoughts of 08. 1 
own Excellencies, that Man, even in his beſt ate, 
PS altogether Vanity. And this will be ke? dn s 

Baucbeon of tb ſeveral Vanities that attend lum in ewe 
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| The ſatroduction. = 


Age, from Tic Cradle ts his Grave: For if each ſewveral 
Age be fill d up with Vanity, certainly the whole muſt be 


| | \ moſt Vain; ſo that we may well conclude . with Sodld- 


mon, concerning the whole Life of Man, Vanity of 
| Vanities, all is Vanity ; the natural Reſult of which, 
muſt needs be Vexation of Spirit, as the Wiſe Man 
> likewiſe tells us. BE Oe or nM ROO IRE 
Voz in order to our ſpeaking of the ſeveral Ages of 
Man's Life, it will fir be neceſſary to define what we 
| mean thereby; that is, To (hew what I intend by an Age; 
which, may be briefly thus deſcrib'd: An Age is ſuch a 
Period or Term of Man's Life, wherein his Natural 
Complexion and Temperature is evidently (and yet 
naturally) changed. For ſuch is the Diſpoſition and Na- 


ture of the Body, that by the continual Combats and inter- 


- changeable Dominion of the Ever-jarring Elements, it often 
 changeth its primitive Conſtitution: For ſince byan immu- 
table Decree of Heaven we are born to die, our very Na- 


LU tures carry in them the Seeds of Death; and our firſt 


c hne to Cold and Dryneſs, till at 


Breath is but the Prodromus, or Fore-runner of our laſt. 


So that tho there were no cutward Cauſe of Change, „ 


get the Workings of Nature would in time alter our 
Temperaturen: For our natural Heat, which is always 
working upon our Humidity, will by inſenſible Degrees, at 
la change the Proportion into Extreams. Thus daily 
Experience ſhews us that the ſame Body in our Youth and], 
Childhood, are of different Tempers; in Infancy the ver) 
' Subſtance of our Fleſh being ſoft and fluid, but in Youth, 
= more hard and ſolid ; our Riper Years producing the mo#t 
even Temperature; from whence 7 ge our Bodies. de 
engt 


= Death ſeizes up-, 
We 07 Bodies, and puts a Period to our Lives. AD | 
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As to the different Ages, or various Periods of Mans 
1 Life , the Ancients differ in their Diviſion of them. Some 
' | making em more, and others leſs : Pythagoras divides |} 
em into Four; which, according to his Reckoning, are 
f Childhood, Youth , Manhood, and Old Age; ant! 
thereby Proportions our Lives, according to the Four di- 
n fering Seaſons of the Nar; comparing our Childhood to 
 Þ che Spring, in which all Things with @ pleaſant and 
of delightful Verdure, look freſh and green; and by a pentiful | 
ve Þ ſupply of Moiſt ure, increaſe in Growth: Our Youth be 
likens to Summer, in which all Things look gay and flou- 
riſhing; and in which we attain to a freſh Degree of | 
al Strength both of Body and Mind : Our Manhood be | 
makes to aſſimulate the Autumnal Quarter, in which, { 
la- after having had ſome ſight of the Vanity 7 our uve-„ 
nile Fellies, we come to ſome Maturity and Ripeneſs of 
Judgment and Underſtanding, in which the Fruit of ſolid ' } 
Vertue may be expected to be gathered And our Old 1 
la- þ Age he reſembles to the cold Winter-Seaſon, wherem * 
rſt | our Blood is chilled, and all our Faculties benumbed. But 
aft. | Ariſtotle comprehend; the Age of Man under Three Va- 
Lei riations only, and ſo divideth Man's Life into Three Parts, 
4% vs. Childhood, Manhood, and Old Age; the Firſt 
J* } plentifally abourling with Heat and Moifture, the Second | 
77 confifting in an equal Temperament, and the Third gra- 
a1) þ dually declining, till at lat thoſe Qualities, by which Life 
is maintained, be conſumed. And from this ſucceſſive 
Decay of our Heat and Moiſture, Antiquity has divided | 
jp each Part of our Age into ſeveral Degrees; and ſo in Child» 
72 bod there is firſt our Infancy, which continues to the Third | 
Yor Fourth Year, and abounds meft with Moiſture; the | 
set is our Childbood, which continues Se ve more; the ® 
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Summer, which is hot ad dry, or rather moderatel 


and not ſimply ſo, for then the Heat would too ſoon diſſolve 
tie Body ; and this alſo baih two Parts, the firſt of which 


- tbe Ancients very well call cur Prime, for in this Age it 


Part of hat the Ancients call our Middle Age, is our 
Manhood; wh is the moſt conſtant and ſettled Part 


of our Life, all the Faculties of our Bodies being then 


| both the foregoing and ſucceeding Ape inclines to an Ex- 
tream; and this part of our Lives lofts in a healthful 
Body till we arrive at Fiſty, without ang viſible Decay. 

= And this Eſtate of Life No's meſ# ele Aatumn in 
WO hich each ſeweral part is come to its Maturity and Ripe- 
nei. The laſt of this quadrupartite Diviſion, is Old 
Age; which 4s alſo ſub- divided by the Ancients into 10 
parts; the firſt is, when by a wiſtble Decay of Heat and 
mL AMoiftare, there is al a manifeſt Declenfion in our boaily 
_ Sirengih and Vivacity; but yet tho the Power of Action 
be mich decay”d, there is a Promptitude and Will there- 
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third is our blooming Age, which is moſt properly ſtiled 
T Mouth, and may well comprehend all our Time from Twelve | 

gl till Twenty five ;, theſe Three being the Parts of our grow- ; 
n Age, and properly agreeing to the Spring Seaſon ; the | 
next is our flouriſhing and middle Age, in which a Man 
comes to the higheſt Degree Perfect ion in bis Body, and 

continues in that State without any viſible Decay, or im- 
Wl pairing of his Heat; and this Age is compared to the | 


2 moi t; being dry only in Compariſon of the former Ape, | 


is We are in Our Prime and moſt flouriſhing Condition 3 
and this continueth from our Five and twentieth to the 
Five and thirteth or Forti eth Year of our Age. The ſecond 


vo firm, and in their greateſt Modiocrity; from which || is 1 


ee; and this oft continucth till rowards the Sixty ih 


8 Year of our Ape. The ſecond part of this Sub- _droifen JH 

Y of the laſt part of our Life, is properly enough called j 
the Ancients, Decripped Old Age, in which our Na- 

s tural Heat and Radical Moiſture is ſo much impaired | 
| and decay d, that not only all Ability for Action is taken 


; fiſts, chiefly reſembles Death, whoſe Harbinger it is, and 


in which it moſt certainly ends; and is therefore compared | 


6 
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away, but even an unwillingneſs to exert the remaining 
Strength that 15 yet Jeft us; "which weak and cold Con- 
dition, void of that Heat and Motion in which Life con- 


unto the Winter-Querter, in which the Life of all Vege- 
tative Beings deſcends into the Earth; in which alſo 1 
Man goeth to bis 2 Home, 5 takes up his Habitation 4 
in the Du. 

According to the e t aon i 
fron of the Life Man, which ſeems to H met Natu- 
ral, there are ſeven particular Periods ins. Age of Man; |} 
ſuitable to which, Aſ;rologers bade a'/@Wiagcd to cach |} 
of "em a particular Planer, which (if ye will believe 'em) 


is in each Age predominant : : Which Predominancy is in out 


| Infant Age aſcribed to the Moon, whoſe mild and moiſt” 1 


Don nion 2 zu ( 2 Jay); 2 770 Der eg | we 


2 


ON — 4 7 which allo t term our N A 
5 75 3 7 , e rim or Middie Age, 
they attribute 1 op SUN, Do kindly Heat 
brings all Thing ball lion: L Cech. part of Aſen- 
bood 1s cla ews,"\by Mts, obo) o ohe, Lich 

neſs adds Strength and Courage, and be 

adventurous Boldneſs. 


mT. 11 2 pre ; 
aver nator f fe firſt part A Old Age, from bbeſe benign 


The Planet Jupiter r male te 


Inftncncery 4 1 
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Influences we receive both Gravity and a ſound Fudgment: 
And in the laft Place, they allot to Saturn our Decripped 
Age, from whoſe malevolent and ſullen Aſpect, we ſuck 
that crazy Frowardneſs that makes us both a Burden to 


our ſelves, and all that we converſe with, 


But (leaſt 1 ſhould be guilty of the like Error as thoſe 


fooliſh Builders that make the Entrance larger than the 


Houſe, by making the Introduction larger than the Book) 
baving thus given a general Account of the ſeveral Ages 
of Man, I ſhall in the next place conſider every Age di- 


| ftinfly, and ſhew the Vanity aud Miſery of Man in 
| themall ; that ſo finding the Emptineſs of all Things here 
| below, be may direct bis Thoughts to thoſe more durable 


and laſting Foys that are at GO D's Right-hand for 
EVer more. „ e 


I 5 — 


2 MEDITATIONS 


UPON THE. 


2 to 

D Sven AGrs of Mas Lz. 
ve 

the 

* The Firſt K K. | 


From IDOL to Ten Years. 


Eccleſ. xi. 16 
on New born | 


* Being grown bis, with foolsſh $ ports Fez Play, 


1 are alive, by our foreboding Cries; a> it the New- 


* * " Bednatioc's pon ihe 


C—_. lt 


— 


Tbe firſt Ten Years of Life are thrown away 3 
_ Yet he enjoys, till tbeſe Ten Years are o'er, 
That Innocence which he muſt boaſt no more. 


This Emblem, which repreſents the firſt Stage, o 
Man's Life, ſhews us the twofold State ther eof, 
dix. Infancy, as lying in the Cradle; and Child 
hood, as playing with a Hobby-horte : L ſhall. con. 
ſider each of theſe diſtinctly. 


"Icſt, As to Iifancy : No ſooner are-we come out 
1 of thoſe Attiring Rooms, or Winding Cham: 
bers of Nature, in which we are cloathed with 
+ Fleſh, I mean the dark Receiles of our Mother's 
Womb, in which we have lv'd, for ſome time, but 
à veperative kind of Life; but 2s ſoon à our Eyes 
behold the Light, we give the hit Notice that we 


9 born Infant, in its firſt dawn of Life, foreſaw os 
Miſeries that did attend it; and knew galready.1 

dame through a hard Paſtage into a harder World: 
For tho” it fcarcely breathes a Life that's only Animal, 
pet the poor, helpleſs, loathſome Con ion in which 
it comes into the World, would alt make one 
think its Tears were Rational there 180 juſt a Rea- 
ſon for em: For certainly. of all the Creatures in 
the World, there's none ſo loathſome in it; firſt Ap- 
- Pearance,, as a New-born Infant. Hence cis the 
Divine Spirit, by the Prophet, ſets our the truly 
| loathſome and: miſerable State of Man, before Con- 
* n, DF char of : a New-burn- Babc at its firſt 
"00 2M 3 av. Birch; i 


. 


* 


Seven Ages of Ban's Life. 13-2 


—— 


ih; Ezek xvi 4, 7:6; As for thy Nativity, in 
? Jay thou waſt bor, thy Navel was nt cut, neither 
| Raft thou-waſhed in Water to ſupple thee : theu waſt not 
ted at all, nor ſwadled at all. Nene Eye pitied thee, 
do any of theſe umto thee, to have compſſcacn upon thee, 
ut thou wa#t caſt out in the open Field, to the loathing of 
hy Perſon, in the day that thou waſt hot: And when | 
id. ed by thee, ard ' ſaw thee pulluted in thy own Bloed, I 
id unto thee — La: Tlis therefore is the firft 
Iſtate of every Infant that comes into the World; 
is Naked, Poor, and Helpleſs, aud polluted in its own n 


out Plood; in which, without the Aſſiſtance of ſome 


m. Nharitable Hand, it muſt immediately periſh, being 
- : nable to contr -bute the leaſt--TJota to its own Aﬀ- 
er'z Fance. Methinks, wou d ſomeof thoſe fine Ladies 


but Hat are dreſs'd up in all thoſe gaudy Plumes that Art ⁵ 
ves kr Nature can afford, and that now think the Ground - 


we hardly good enough for them to tread upon; 
ould ſome of theſe, I ſay, but caſt their Fyes up- 

n a New born Infant, jult taken wreaking from its 
other's Womb, and then reflect that they were 
ace in the ſelf ſame Condition, as fi! oY and pollu- 
ed altogether, and as unable too, to hgp themtelves, 
could not but a little humble 'em, and make em 


2. Pemſelves then now they do; and not deſpiſe he 
in Toor, tho' cloath'd in Rags, ſeeing their own ffrſt 
p- Parments were far worſe, being at their Birth co- 
er d with nothing but Pollution, and ſo expos d un- 
dtheir View that firſt beheld 'em. This won'd be 
kewiſe a fit Sight for thofe proud Beaus, Who, were 
heir Nails but ſuited to their Hale, N ee | 
"29 - 298 | Nebu= £ 


wer their Toppings, and think more meanly of 


3 
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E | >The firſt Ten Years of Life are thrown away, 3 
iet be enjoys, till tbeſe Ten Years are oer, 


L lit, As to Iof ancy : No ſooner are-we come out 


EF. Came through a hard Paſſage into a harder World: 
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of thoſe Attiring Rooms, or Winding Cham. wth 
bers of Nature, in which we are A wirh22bl 
# Fleſh, I mean the dark Receſſes of our Mothers 
Womb, in which we have liv'd, for ſome time, but 
vegetative kind of Life; but as ſoon 4s our Eyes 
3 the Light, we give the firſt Notice that we 
Sg alive, by -our foreboding Cries as if the New- 

born: Infant, in its firſt dawn of Life, foretaw the 
MI eries that did attend it; and knew Alte ady it 


7 bat Innocence Which be muſt. boaſt no more. 


This Emblem, which repreſents the firſt Stage, of 
Man's Life, ſhews us the twofold State ther eo 
VIZ, Infancy, as lying in the Cradle; and Child 
hood, as playing with a Hobby. horſe : Lal con- 
der each of theſe diſtinctly. Ow ot 


For tho? it arcely breathes a Life thats only Animal, 
Jet the poor, helpleſs, loathſome Con ion in which 
it comes into the World, would a0 Et make one 
D juſt a Rea- 
fon for em: For certainly. of all the Creatures in 
the World, there's none ſo loathſome in its firſt Ap- 
= Pearance., as a .New-born. Infant. Hence ?ris the 
Divine Si pirit, by the Prophet, ſets out che truly 
bone a; and miſerable State of Man, before Con- 

ee dy that of a New-borh: Babs at it. tirft'. F 
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rth; Exch xvi 4, 3.8 As for * Nativity, in 
dy thou waſt borw, thy Navel was not cut, neither 
aft thou. waſhed in Mater to ſupple thee : theu waſt not 
ted at all, nor ſwadled at all. Nene Eje pitied thee, 
do any of theſe unro thee, to have compſſiacn upon thee, ; 
of thou wait caſt out in the open Field, to the loathing of 
eofY Perſon, in the day that thou waſt bow. And when 
Ing aſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pulluted in thy o own Blood, To; 
id unto the =o Lu This therefore is the firſt 
ſtate of every Infant that comes into the World; 
i Naked, Poor, and Helpleſs, aud polluted in its own 4 
on:$100d; in which, without the Afliſtance of ſome © 4 
1m.ſbaritable Hand, it muſt immediately periſh, being 
vichlnable to contribute the feaſt*-Jota to its own Aﬀes 4 
erefance. Methinks, wou'd ſom@&of thoſe fine 1 | 
but Pat are dreſs'd up in all thoſe gaudy Plumes that Art 
yes r Nature can afford, and hath think the Ground 
we hardly good enough for them to tread upon; {3 0 
ould ſome of theſe, I ſay, but caſt their Eyes up- 2 
n a New born Infant, juſt taken wreaking from iss 
lother's Womb, and Then reflect that they were 
nce in the ſelf ſame Condition, as filthy and polu. 
d altogether, and as unable too, to themſelves, 4 
could not but a little humble 'em, and make em 
ne bwer their Toppings, and think more meanly of 
ea. hemſelves then now they do; and not deſpiſe he 
in Poor, tho? cloath'd in Rags, ſeeing their own 119 _ 
p- Parments were far worſe, lag: at their-Bireh oo 
he ler d with nothing but Pollutien, and ic ex pos q un 
dtheir View that firſt beheld em. This Won'd be 
viſe a fit Sight for thoſe proud Beaus, who; were | 
ir Nails but ſuited to their Hs would, Spoke. 7 i 
LG . bo | he 25 Neb. | 
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Mebuchadnez ar, in their Form, as well as Pride. whe 
F he was turn'd to Graſs; who now are ſq bedaub' 
with Eſſences, and with ſweet Powder, as make 
'em ſtink worſe than a Polecat : Theſe hardly ca 
believe they erer were reduc'd to ſuch a State © 
- Loathſomeneſs and Imbecility. And yet, as prouc 
as now they are, this was their own Condition once 
And were their Eyes but open, they might now ſe 
. themſelves much worſe ; for tho' theſe helpleſs In 
& Ffantshave the Seeds of Sin, yet as to the actual Com 
miſſion of it, they are innocent; their Pollution be 
ing gr, e not Moral; whereas the others are 
© defiled with actual Sins and Tranſgreſſions, wherei 
ſdhere is a real and a moral Turpitude; which is fa 
worſe than any natural Pollution. 
Baut tis not only this Pollution of our Births tha 
trenders the Infancy of Man ſo vain and miſerable 
but alſo the wretched Imbecility of an Infant-ſtate 
z truly deplorable ; no other Creature is fo helplei 
as Man is, in his Infancy, nor expos'd to fo man 
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fits Wants, beſides its Cries and Tears, but muſt be be 
holding to another hand for every thing it has; ſub 
ject to more Diſeaſes than any other State of Man 
kind, which very often do prove mortal too; fo tha 
two Thirds of the Bills of Mortality do oft conſiſt c 
L Infants: The Thruſh, the Teeth, Con vulſiont, and ſeve 
ral other Diſtempers, carrying of em off in the fir 
- * Month ; as if they came. into the World only te 
bew themſelves, and ſo go out again. And if the) 
1 happen to elcape | thoſe Killing Diſtempers, yet the) 
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Dangers; an Infant not b ing capable of doing th] 
leaſt thnig for it ſelf, nor having any means to exprel 
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crying into the World, ſome have been curious to 


he) Ceiving how the World is like to. treat 'em, ſhew.. I 
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15 
paſs away their Time in Sleep, the Image of Death, 
to which Infancy is more inclin'd than any other Age 
of Man; which Phyſicians tells us is occaſion'd thro? 
the good Digeſtion of that mild milky Subſtance, 
from whence there aſcendeth into theHead the ſound- 
eſt and moſt pure Exhalations, and therefore are 
their Sleeps, for the moſt part, without any the leaſt. 
Painfulneſs or Moleſtation; whereas, on the con- 
trary, we ſee that thoſe whoſe Stomachs are ſure 
charged, do always ſleep the moſt unquietly. And 
this ſleeping part of Infancy, vain as it is, is yet the 
moſt eaſie, both for themſelves arid thoſe whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it is to tend upon them, for otherwiſe they are 
uſually crying; And how unpleaſant is it to hear ag 
Infant inceſſantly cry out. and yet none know for 
what, nor how to help it ? For many times it io falls 
out, that tho' the Nurſe do's every thing ſhe can.“ 
to quiet it, yet a will effect it; even the Breaſt 
it ſelf is ſometimes offer'd it in vain, to make it ceaſe 
from crying. And ſince all Infants generally enter 


enquire into the Reaſons of it; and there are many 
that attribute their Crying to a Natural Fore-boding 
or Divining, and as it were, fore. telling of Calami- 
ties to come; or as if it had ſome Diſcerning of that 
miſerable World into which it is but newly enter d: 
And theſe alledge, the Souls of Infants are perfect at 
their Birth, for Souls admit no growth; and there- 
fore *tis for want of bodily Organs that they cann't © 
exert their Faculties : And their divining Souls per- 
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it. But others think their Crying rather do's ariſdfore 
from that quick ſenſe of Feeling, which they havio fu 
immediately upon their coming out of that cloſq ſon, 


warm Chamber of their Mother's Womb, where nol By 


che leaſt breath of Air cou'd come-at em; and ſoffirſt 1 
being now newly come into the Air, the leaſt De4whic 
gree of it at firſt is grievous to em: And probablyſtient: 


enough it is, that the Compreſſion of their poor ten- Inues 


W. Infant to cry out, as having then a vivid Senſe there. 


| der Bodies „in that ſtrait Paſſage through which 


ſuch 
they came into the World, may cauſe the New- born 


that 
SI 18 to li 
of, and being, as it were, a Partner of its Mother's] W 


1 HDains; fo that its Entrance, as well as its Exit, is at-IChil, 
ended both with Pain and Sorrow. And thus it pf It 


i wWeariſome Pilgrimage towards the Grave. 


dieplorable, attended with ſo much Trouble and 
Sorrow, and that we are uſherd. into the World 


ſeems we no ſooner begin to Live, but we begin toſit is, 
be Miſerable; our whole Life being but a vain and hre v 
elve 
on tl 
elve 
one 


But tho” this State of Infancy be fo helpleſs, and 


wih no other Muſick than that of Cries and Lamen- fter 
| rations, yet is it the moſt innocent Part of our Lives; Hov 


this Age, that our Bleſſed Saviour tells us, That 1. 


in this Age we are without all appearance of Evil, Poli 


and we neither do, nor think amiſs: Eat and drink ive 
only at Nature's Call, and when that's ſatisfy d, we I. it 
reit contented; we are incapable of ſiniſter Deſigns, þer , 
2nd do in all our Actions expreſs a perfect Inno- Ind 
cence, *which in the Emblem is intimated by the hap i 


Lamb. It was on the Account of the Innocency of feat 


Vever ſhall not enter into the King dams of Heaven as 4 fs 1 
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fore he both bleſſed them, and charg d his Diſciples 


to ſuffer ſach to come to him; adding this as a Ret. 


ſon, For of ſuch is rhe Kingdom of Goll. 
But we have hicherto been ſpeaking but of the 
firſt part of this Firſt Age of Man, to wit, Infancy; | 
which, according to the Diviſion made by the An- 
tients, as | have ſhew'd in the Introduction, conti- 
nues for the firſt Five Years; in which we have had 
ſuch a deplorable Proſpect of Vanity and Miſery, |} 
that there's no Man in his Wits that would chooſe | 
to live always in ſuch a Condition. 
We will now take a ſhort Survey of the State of 1 
nildhood, which is but a ſmall remove from that 
of Infancy; and that which increaſes the Miſery of 
t is, that it is more vain than that: For before we 
are well got out of our Mother's Lap, we betake our _ | 
elves to Play; and therein are ſo vain, as to doat 
on thoſe fooliſh and ridiculous Toys, which we our 
elves quickly become aſham'd of; and in this Age 
ontend as eagerly for Rattles and Hobby-Horſes, aa 
fterwards we do for more ſubſtantial” Vanities. Þ 
ow much is it to be bewail'd, that we ſhould thus 

ooliſhly trifle away the moſt Innocent part of car 
ives; in wearying of our ſelves for very Vanity ? 
it not alſo matter of Lamentation, that the lon- 
zer we live, the more we ſhould corrupt our ſelves, 
Ind grow more vain in our Imaginations; placing 
ur delight ſo early in things that are without 9 4 
ary of 


4 * 


- 


of feat Worth, and that can bring us no ſort of Profic? 
" Pad yet this is the natural bent of all our Minds, un- 
* FE 3t pleaſes God, by an eſpecial Work of Grace, to 
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(1 a happy both Emulation and Imitation. I defire that the 


Soul may be fil d with the Love of God, being ready 


x 


„, where the Kings of the Earth ſhall tremble, and Me 
1 the Rulers ſhall be aftoniſh'd at the brightneſs of his coming, ples 


þ Glory, to'judre the Earth in the Valley of Jehoſhaphat. 
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2 ns do make clean the outſide of the Cup and Platter, bid 

hen their Hearts are full of Deceit. O that we might 3 
baue 
fo c: 


here fore we ſhould be Watching, fur we B nr wha = 
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"Seven 1 Agrs of "Sans Life. — 

he 1 will add another BN or two, ot Childrets 

th. Converted i in this Firſt Age of Man's Life, thar, if | 

ur poſſible, I may Proven ſuch. to ſeek after God ww 

times. 

al- A Child of one Mr. Maxey of Labs: Wen it was 
ad but two Years old, would uſe to kneel down often, 
and with his Eyes and Hands lifted up toward Heas | 
ven, would be very ſerious in Prayer, and 2 

e grew older, would be often Praying by it ſelf; an 

ask ſeveral "Queſtions of, its Mother about Spiritual 
nis, things, much beyond its Age. At five ears old, 
in the midſt of his Sports, as he was whipping: a Top; 
he on a ſudden caſt away all, and went to his Mo- 
ther, ſaying to her with much j joy, Mot ber I t 
go to Heaven, will you go with me? asking her the 
7 ſame Queſtion the ſecond time: Upon which his 
37} Mother anfwer'd, Yes, dear Child, when God ME 

* pleaſe; but how deft thou Ende thou ſhale 4 o to Heaven? | 

1 The little one anfwer'd, God hath told ine ſo, I mit, 

1 go to Heaven; for 1 love God; and God. loves me. After 

which, he never play'd more, but in about three” | 

; Weeks or a Month ſickned and dyd, uteri many 

+: gracious Words before his Death. | 

Another Child of about fix Years of Age, . 

55 bid by his Mother to go forth to Play, met wich 

2 ; fome other Children that would Swear and be de- 

FLY bauch'd and ſuch indeed there are roo many) and 

#5 coming home again very ſolitary, his Moree akt. 

% him Why be did not go to Play? The Child anſwer d 

very ſoberly, Lhave no body to Play with bu ſuch as © 
will fear , and they can't be Gade Children; To which 
ö bi Mother . fy N nat? No Mother, tid be, 5657 
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dation upon a is - 


lt 2 * learwd but a karl way in my Book, yet 1 he 
W | kearwd, that God will not Pardon ſuch Sins as Swearing, 
} | 1 4nd taking bis Name in vain. To which the Mother 


«elſe God help thy Father, and God help us all: To which 
the Child Teply'd: With great Repentance God can for- 
give, for his Mercies are rear; but good Mother, let us 
12 that which is Evi Theſe ords, and others 
| of the like nature, from this young Saint, were 

ade, through the Blefling of God, the means of 


| Scar 
Theſe 3 Examp les ſbew, chat Go have bach 


1 © Cllldhood. Thus Feremiab was ſanCtified from the 
Womb, and ſo was John Bapriſt alſo; and King 
Foſab's Heart was tender towards God, when he was 

NM | 7 ot Years old. Bhi of. theſe there are but few, 
1 1 of thoſe others that walk in the broad 
2 — that lead to Deſtruction. But let little Chil- 
dren know, that if they do wickedly when they are 
they cannot avoid Deſtruction: A terrible 

. Inſtance of the truth of this, is that of the little Chil- 
I dren who came out and abuſed the Prophet Eliſha, 
LF ſaying, Go up, thou Baldhead, Go ap, thou Baldbead ; up- 


chem, and curſed them in the Name of the Lord; 


| anſwering, Ns Child, I hope God will pardon them, or | 


diger Converſion, as ſhe her ſelf afterwards 


" eall'd; by God's = even in their Infancy and | 


on which the. Prophet curn'd back, and looked on 4 
1 and there came forth two ſhe· Bears out of the Wood, . 


and tare forty and two Children of them: There. 


. Hot be mocked, Hor will he oa his e nei. 
ee to be mocked d by them. SE IE 
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de little Children ought to beware, for God well - . 


Ve 


Seren Ages of Wan's Life, __ 
B32 Thik laſt Inſtance ſufficiently ſhews how ſoon hs 


jear at God's Prophet. 


Trouble; this being all the benefit of Intancy, that 


Childhood, in it we only do delight in Vanity, and. ; 
be our Recompence ? 


To Wiſdom, Lord, do thou my Heart incline. - * | 


2 


21 


— 


Seeds of Sin will ripen; for the Text tells us not on- 
ly that they were Children, but alſo that they were 
Little Children, who made it their Sport to mock and 
How miſerable then is this 

Childiſh Age of Man, wherein we have no ſooner 
learn'd to ſpeak, but we employ our Tongue in the 
blaſpheming of his Holy Name that gave it us; and 
by making of a mock at Sin, verifie our ſelves to be 

thoſe Fools ſpoken of by Solomon, who not only tells 
us, that Fools make a mock at ſin, Prov. 14. 9. but al- 
ſo that it is 4 ſport to 4 Fool to do miſchief, Prov. 16.23. 


I 0 give you then the full ſum of this firſt Age; in 


the firſt part of it, Infancy, we neither receive any | 
Pleaſure our ſelves, nor give to others any thing but 


in it, however yain and miſerable we are, we have 
no apprehenſion, nor any ſenſe thereof: And as for 


therefore what can we expect, but that Vanity ſhould 


If in our early Days, Dame Nat une i Prime, ' | 
_ With fooliſh Toys we trifle out our time: 
Alas ! too epidently it appears, 
Our Vanity mcreaſes with our Nears. © 


Then let each pray, In this young Age, of m V = , 
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From Ten Years to Twenty, 
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ay if not Fopt an hl bor beadftrong. Will FRO 
Will quickly plunge bim in all forts of MM. Fe 6 1 
Watch him but narrowly and youll ſoon * wal 1 4 
. Whether to Vice or Vertue he's mclin'd;,. N 2 * 1 
And as you ſee his Inclination ſtir, „ e 
n i veſt know d to uſe, the Curb or Spur. 1 


I \ E are now aps upon the Second Age of 
Man's Life; in which ( according: to the 
Rules of Aſtrology) he is under the Dominarion of 
the Planet Mercury: and the firſt F iye"Y ears of this. : 
Ten, is more grievous to him than any thing he bas 
het met withal. In the form ige, he was but as 
It were juſt come out of his N Yorks hands, and {carte 
knew what it;was to Play, before he fell under the 
ſubjection of a School: Matter : which keeps him in 
that Bondage, that he never goes to School but with SY 
frepining, and is never at Play but with fear. And 
in this whole Age, - while he is under che charge 0k 
another, it is no better to him than à Priſon; and 
therefore he eagerly longs for, and carneſtly aſpires | 
to that Age, in which, being freed from the Tute- 
lage of another, he may become Maſter of himlelf: :] 
lo that. oftentimes he puſhes Time forward wick his ©: 
- Shoulder, as it were, that he may the ſooner eli | 
his hop for Liberty; which when he has attain's 
[perhaps he knows not how to ufe: for many times 
, they that obtain their Liberty too ſoon, do thereby 
; ke themſelves the Slaves of Sin for ever. This is 15 
che time of Man's Probation, in which. he either 
mates or mars himſelf: if he giyes way to dhe A. 
urements 40 Mer, he is Mane; len MY Vice is 
Wt. 2 C 2 . 
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e eee Sen nrieny | 
embracd in | Youth, hote commonly Vere i is neg eein 
jected in Age; for where a Tree bloſſoms not i 

the Spring, it will hardly bear Fruit in Autumn; aþelt « 
Man generally tollowing all his Life time, what hho 

firſt Adreſſe himſelf to in his Youth. How mile 
rable therefore is a Man's Condition, and how full 
of Vanity, when his future Happineſs depends on 
the well-ordering his Youth; and yet the Philoſo- 

1 -pher tells us, That at this time his Mind is niomen- 

g, his Fancy fading, his Affections fickle, his 

. Love uncertain; and his Liking as light as the Wind þ 

th; K 1 rime of his Youth (as another faith.) being 

Wl Flowers of the Pine- Tree, which are — 

tu co iche Eye but unfavonry to the Taſte: for iſſo ta 

= Youth bluſhes not at Beauty, and carries not the An-pnco 

. tidore of Wiſdom againft Flatery, Folly will be theſhe d 

der Haven he will harbour in. But ſetting aſide fte) 

mL what Philoſophers have predicated on this Subject, vi 

yy ler us ſee what the Scriptures fay of it. That it ic, 

5 "Condition wherein we are moſt apt to go aſtray, Nou 

__ is withefled by Fob, who in the time of his Affi -· ig 

. ion cr d out, that be was made ty poſſeſs the Iniqui- Rl, t 

. of” 's Youth ; which is as much as if be badj}n-w 

WR ſaid, Thon makeſt me now ſuffer for thoſe . Inĩqui- ring 
8 ties which F committed in my Youth, Job 13. 26. ff yo 
And Zopbar che 'Naamathite ſetting forth the teartulſer, 

fate of the Wicked, tells us, among many other abe 

. -alamities that come upon him, That bis Bones are hall 

e Sins of bi Torch. And even David himſelf, yow 

chough he were a Man after God's on Heart, yerpwn 

be carpelily begs of him, 101 to remember the Sins of 00d 

„ Tooth. 8 eiahns _w_ ic be thus with + ouch, . 
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eeing at this Age. Pleaſure] 18 che Idol which thee 
duls adore, and which they are in the moſt ear- 
Feſt queſt of; running, like the induſtrious: Bee, 
om Flower! to Flower, to ſuck the Sweets of Plea- A 
re; but by reaſon they have not their Senſes. ex- 
reis d to diſcern between Good and Evil, they oft 
fuck Poyſon where they ſought for. pleaſure. Tis 
pon this Account the Preacher ſpeaks to Young 
en ſo Ironically ; . Rejoyce, O Young Man, in thy 
outh ( lays he) and ler thine Heart chear thee in the, 
lay. of ths Youth; and walk in the ways of thy Heart, 
ing 1 the fight of thine Eyes : Solomon knew very. well 
au- hat their Inclinations at this Age would lead them 
r iffo take ſuch Courſes ; but his Deſign Was not to 
\n-tncourage chem therein;. but rather to let them ſes 
theſhe danger of fo doing; and therefore he apf 
ide htely adds, But know thou, that for all theſe things Go. 
ect, hilt bring thee into Fudg ment: As if he ſhould oy, if 

it i will follow he vain Pleaſures, and gratifie 
45 our ſenſual Appetites with earthly and unclean Be- 

1 


zui- fl, that there will come a day of Reckoning at laſt, | 
hadjn-which you will be ſure to pay for all, for Gad will 4 
jui-Pring thee into Judgment; and therefore; (days be d) 
26. 1 you will take my Ad vice, Remove Sorrow ( O An- 
fulfer, as the Margent has it) from thy Heart, and put ; 
herÞway Evil from thy Heſb: And if you ask how vou 
areſhall do that? It is not (as if he ould ſay ) by fol= 
elf, Jowing- after Carnal Delights, and gratifying:your | 
yerpwn Childiſh and Louthful Inclinations ( for Childe 

s of ood au Wurh are Vanity.) but by Remembring now thy J 
, es m * 225 of thy bs cn is the Dany + 3 


nd; 


ights, go on, if you think fitting; but know n. 4 
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= he'gives'them in the beginning of the 12th. Chapſhnts; 
ter; for which he gives in the latter end, this weighſſhen 
u Reaſon, For God ſhall bring every Work into Tudend u 
», with every ſicret Thing, whether it be Good, oſpan t. 
wulle it be Eil. e 
i 3 Theſe Things being ſeriouſly weigb'd, this Secone 
Ade of Man cannot but appear to be full of Vanity at fo 
and therefore it was not without Reaſon , that theſſill ? 

_ Apoſtle Pn, exhorts young Timothy to flee youthfulſpat g 
La,; which that he might the better do, he bids} An 
him folly Rig breouſnt ii. Faith, Charity, Prace ; as if hepeir t 
had ſaid, The only way to flee yourhful Luſts is toffy int 
oe the Soul filPd with Grace, + Zim. 1. 22. Andrer : 
tk we conſider how oſten Youth have been led aſtray fſente 
tothe Grief of their Parents, and their own Ruin, ut t! 
We cannot but think, that it concerns them, in thisÞÞd t 
Age, especially, to keep their Hearts with all dili-Uife- 
Zgence; atid yet without God's gracious Aſſiſtance, al Tiber 
chbeir Diligence won't do, for the Heart is deceitfulp un 
above all Things; and not only fo, but deſperately Þrent 
wicked, ſo that there's no knowing of it: And is itÞard! 
dor then a vain Thing for young Men to truſt toff the 
= their own Hearts ? bf we will believe Solomon, he [way 
tells us, Tbat be that truſs to bis own Heart, is a Fvol, Ine 


5 


} 


hut let us a little exemplifie things; and we ſhall hat 
= fee how ready Perſons at this Age are to deceive ga 
nn themſelves: How many that are hy their Parents 
put to School, that thereby they might learn what e 
= wou'd be for their Advantage in time to come; do 
Ss by their playing the Truant, and neglecting their 
Learning, both deceive* themſelves and their Pa- 
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Ines; J ride many times they Catania (thari is, 
hen it is too late) have themſelves repented of. 
nd what can more ſet forth the Vanity of this Age, 
„ an this, that tho? ſo many have trod in the ſame 
Lach, and always have afterwards conſeſsd it was 
Error, and have repented of it, yet thoſe that 
Fat follow 'em will take no Warning, but go on in it 
il? And yer that this is really#he Caſe of moſt 
hfuſſhat go to School, every Day's Experience ſhews us. 
zids And when they have thus vainly {quander'd away 
fheſpeir time, and neglected their Learning, and there- 
; tofly intail'd upon themſelves the Name of Blockheads 
.ndfjrer after, and render'd themſelves unfit for any 
ay enieel Employ ment; perhaps their Friends maß 
un, jut them out Apprentice to. ſome honeſt Calling, 
hind then think they had provided for them all their 
lili-ULife-time: But thoſe Youths, that took ſo much 
all iberty when they went to Schoa], - know not Row” 
ful undergo ſo ſevere a; Reſtraint as hey. find an Ap- 
ely krenticeſhip to be ; and therefore when they have 
s it Pardly ſerv' d half their Time, nor learn'd a quarter 
toff their Trade, they leave their Maſters by running 
he way from them; and thereby once more defeat 
emſelves of the Means of obtaining a Livelihood 
ereafter; and their Parents of the Hopes they had 
at they wou'd have done Well. And When it is 
gain too late, they may perhaps repent of their laſt . 
'olly, as well as of their former; and ina little time 
come as weary of their illgotten Liberty, as of | 
do be Servicude from which they run away to obtain 
eic t. Theſe are the things that frequently befal Youth. | 
ba- In 10s SO 1258 of tt And yer what can be 1 
| TT more x 
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= e in wad fool 2 But if chey happen to hike! 
= — themſelves more prudently, and have taken up 
= Reſolution do ſerve cheir Times, yet they {till Joc 
= e their Servitude as ſuch a Burden, that at the be 


6 : 2 ble than thu of Egypt to the Iraelites. 


=. Education, ſers them a vaſt Diſtance above theſe 
_— yer whilſt at theſe Years they are under Tutors an 
© Governonrs, they are fill under the fame Unęa 
neſs; eſteeming Life it ſelf but a. Burden, till th 
= Clog of Subjoction be taken off, and they attain th: 
= Liberty in hich they promiſe themſelves ſud 
Mountains of Happineſs ; and yer when they com 
to enjoy it, are as uneaſie under it. They now thin 
3 Fond want nothing but Liberty to do what they liſt 
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4 are extreamly uneaſie under it, and look upo 
their preſent Station as a Bondage more nen autio 


And if we lo#k to Perſons whoſe high Birth anf 


- bur this Liberty being obtain'd, they come to wa 
4 N Things, which now they know nothin 
of. 

New 0 can Fender this Age more Vain, tha 


i Xp wha to be fo reſtleſs and ar under it, for the) 

= know not what; or elſe for that which will Rill mall 

em more miſerable? So char the whole Advantag 

Ss - of chis Age ſeems to be; that they "rhe higher i 

A  Seature; but as to Diſcretion, they ſti 

| Meaſure, (but with less ge Gra asin Childhdod 5 
And tho? they ſeem afham'd of what they did i 


| keepthe ſam 


- their Eildhood, yet has their Childhood as muc ß 


1 eaſon, con'dir but look forward, to be aſham'd o 
What i it dos in its Youth : For how ſtrong are thei 
1 | Promiſes, and NO. weak their Performance 1 
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up ery 58 Satan lays his Sasres 707 om, and tho? 5 
. ey were never ſo obvious, yet will they rather wil 
b 15 run into. them, than to take care to avoid em. 
apo ſhort, he that paſſes this Age with the createft | 
ortFaurion, will yet have caufe enough to pray with 

vid. Remember not againſt me the Sus 2 *. b . 
an 50% Goodneſs Jake, 0 Lord. 
ele „ ED 
an And thus Life's Second Stage Pr * 12 we ef, I” 
ea And Fill the Sum of all is un.” 5 
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* 2 "Ie xi. 22. Flee Yourhfil 108. 8 
. . Luſts does the Young Man. a, 
- For which bebold a Goat his Emblem: wane : 
de he's unto Goatiſh Luſt inclin d, 


© As mo do by too ſad Experience find; 
_ Who be TON: 2 doat 2 22 227. 


But . to 8 unbridled = OY; 
I but to take a Serpent by the Tail: 
II bieb who jo does, unto bi reſt wall 4 a 
Such Pleaſures always leave a e ing behind.” 


* 


as his Choice, to take the way of Vertue or of 


ates, and preſents him with a Thouſand worldly 


d w hat can be more Vain than to be drawn e! 

ith ſuch vain Pleaſures? 
For when the Reckoning comes to be ws up; 
hat Pleaſures are they that he thus purſues? They. . 
e but vicious and pulluted Pleatures, which ever 
old him in a reſtleſs Fever: Pleaſures which at he 
ft end in Repentance, and like Sweet. Meats are 
fa hard Digeſtion: : Pleaſures that are bought with 
ain; and in a moment Periſh, but leave D 
ſting Guilt, and long remorſe of Conſcience: 


hey promiſe not ſo much of Sweetneſs before they N 1 
je enjoy'd, as they leave Bitternels behind tem 


. terwards. I need not here fpeak of the Miſchiets, 
P)Juoarrels, Debates, Wounds and Murtbers, Sickneſs, 


Io are now come to the Third Age of our Vdl- 
Y . nity; in which we may behold Man, accor- 
ing to his Wiſh, at Liberty; the Age wherein he 
ice, and either to chuſe Reaſon or Paſſion for his 
zuidle: And now his Paſſion entertains him with a 
Thouſand Delights, prepares for him a Thouſand ' | 


leaſures to ſurprize him3 and all theſe ſo agreeable - '] 
p head- ftrong and unbridled Youth, that there are 
ry few that are not taken and beguiled by them. A 
ithout preventing Grace, to their Eternal Ruin. v9 
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tinenc , and ſometimes the Inſolency of this ill A + 
guided Age does plunge Men: But if what they cal, 
Pleafure, be nothing but Diſpleaſure, and the Sweet =ebl, 
nels of Luſt, be as an Infufion of Wormwoodſ;. 8 
= How diſpleaſing muſt the Diſpleaſure be which the; 
feel, and how bitter the Bitterneſs which they taſte ? 
—_ Behold then the Life of a Young Man, who ri: 
ol all the Checks that were upon him, the Goverr 
ment of his Parents and Maſters, abandons himſfc| 
do all the Exorbitances of his unruly Paſſion; whic 
e an unclean Spirit poſſeſſing him, throws hi 
= ſometime into. the Water, and then into the Fire 
_—  Y{ometimes carries him clear over a Rock, and at off: 
cher times flings him headlong to the Bottom. H 


i 


no contemns the Pleaſures of his Childhood fc 
& thoſe that ſeem more Manly; but, alas, they do buf}. 
= . icem fo, for the very Remembrance of theſe Plea 
WT lures ſhall hereafter ſting him like Adders, and affliqþ gu: 
bim with a Thouſand Terrors, though now bi 
=. Thoughts are intent only how to ſatisfie his looſe Deſſter 
= fires, and take his fill of Pleaſures ; to which end ill! 
bis wandering and wanton Senſes will quickly ope 

= their Windows to let Sin in, tho” they have no Palf 
age for it out again. And the inordinate and impeſ 
= ttious Deſires of Man at this Age, are as inſatiable a 
= the Horſeleach, til! deſiring ,, and daily cravin; 
= more : Yetthoſe that give themſelves up to the Cong... 1; 
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dauck of cheir Luſts, at this Age, will find their Dee. 
mies increaſe, when their Ability to Act is exhau by q 
teck: And how can it be otherwiſe? For if theyp},;..; 


fuſſer themſelves to be led Captive by their Luft 
When the Faculties of their Souls are moſt ftron 
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ilſhnd vigorous, how ſhall they regain their Liberty, 
cagrhen by an Habit of Sin, they are grown weak and 
<cB-cble?: No, certainly, the more a Man indulges | 
His Sin, the more he ſhall find it increaſe, and the 
More it will gather Strength; for as J have in ano- 
er plach oblerv, e e 


When once Sin gains an Entrance at the Door, 
It will come in, and may go out no more, 


And now what a poor thing is Man What a meer : 
hop of Vanity! That in the Bloom and Beauty of 
is Age, gives his Strength unto Women, and his 

ays unto that which deſtroyeth Kings! That hass 
o little regard to the Conduct of Reaſon, that he 


Hi 
I fo 


15 Pandons himſelf to the pleaſing of his ſenſual Appe- 
mie ite: And inſtead of relliſhing thoſe pure and intel- 
| x | ual Pleaſures that are adapted to a rational Crea- © ' } 


ure, and much more to a new Creature, he follows © 
iter lying Vanities, and walks in thoſe Paths that 
ill bring him to Miſery here, and eternal Ruin 
Pat VVV I 
What can be a greater Folly than to ſee a Man run 

pepe Riſque of Damnation for thoſe brutiſh Plæafures 
IC a hat are common to the very Beaſts as well as he; ³ 
ind at longeſt are of fo ſhort a Continuance that they, 

Con e like the crackling of Thorns under a Pot? Tell 
Deppe, what wou'd 5 think, of him who being thir- 
chauſy, ſhould refuſe to quench his Thirſt at a pure 
oY hriſtal Stream, and yet drink of a foul naſty Pud- 
Lu e? Would you not think him highly ſordid and 
8 Kreamly fooliſh ? And yet, juſt ſuch i; chat 
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guided Age does plunge Men: But if what they calf, 
Pleaſure, be nothing but Diſpleaſure, and the Sweet 


feel, and how bitter the Bitterneſs which they taſte? 


ol all the Checks that were upon him, the Goverr 


cher times flings him headlong to the Bottom. He 
no contemns the Pleaſures of his Childhood fo 


ſeem fo, for the very Remembrance of theſe Plea 
fſures ſhall hereafter ſting him like Adders, and affliq; gu 
him with a Thouſand Terrors, though now hi: 


_Tires, and take his fill of Pleaſures ; to which end; 


Au _ ſuffer themſelves to be led Captive by their Luſty 
When the Faculties of their Souls are moſt ſtron; 
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tinency, and ſometimes the Inſolency of this ill 
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neſs of Luft, be as an Infufion of Wormwoodf 
How diſpleaſing muſt the Diſpleaſure be which they 


Behold then the Life of a Young Man, who rid 


ment of his Parents and Maſters, abandons himſel 


to all the Exorbitances of his unruly Paſſion 3 which 


like an unclean Spirit poſſeſſing him, throws hin 
ſometime into the Water, and then into the Fire 
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lometimes carries him clear over a Rock, and at o 8 
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thoſe that ſeem more Manly ; but, alas, they do bu 


Thoughts are intent only how to ſatisfie his looſe Deſſter 
his wandering and wanton Senſes will quickly oper rate 
their Windows to let Sin in, tho' they have no Pal Wy 
fage for it out again. And the inordinate and impe e R 
tuous Deſires of Man at this Age, are as inſatiable x "at a 


= the Horſeleach, ſtil! deſiring, and daily craving, 3 Dh 
more: Yet thoſe that give themſelves up to the Con 
duct of their Luſts, at this Age, will find their De 
Hires increaſe, when their Ability to Act is exhau 
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End vigorous, how ſhall they regain their Liberty, 
when by an Habit of Sin, they are grown weak and 
eeble? No, certainly, the more a Man indulges 
is Sin, the more he ſhall find it increaſe, and the 


©Bnore it will gather Strength; for as J have in ano- | 
— .- | 5 | | | 
her plach obſerv'd, | 
"I When once Sin gains an Entrance at the Door, 

{cl It will come in, and may go out no more. 

lch Eon vg ip oe oo : 
hin And now what a poor thing is Man! What a meer 


Shop of Vanity! That in the Bloom and Beauty of 

is Age, gives his Strength unto Women, and his 
ays unto that which deſtroyeth Kings! That has 
0 little regard to the Conduct of Reaſon, that he 
bandons himſelf to the pleaſing of his ſenſual Appe- 
ite: And inſtead of relliſhing thoſe pure and intel- -B 
ctual Pleaſures that are adapted to a rational Crea-. | 
g by ure, and much more to a new Creature, he follows 

Deſſter lying Vanities, and walks in thoſe Paths that 
endR.il bring him to Miſery here, and eternal Ruin 
"Hos ereafter. 35 i „ 

Pa What can be a greater Folly than to ſee a Man run 
MPHhe Riſque of Damnation for thoſe brutiſh Pleafures 
DIC at are common to the very Beaſts as well as he ; 
ind at longeſt are of ſo ſhort a Continuance that they, 
Conte like the crackling of Thorns under a Pot? Tell 
De e, what wou d you think, of him who being thir- 
hau y, ſhould refuſe to quench his Thirſt at a pure 
theſhriſtal Stream, and yet drink of a foul naſty Pud-. 
Luſtae ? Would you not think him highly ſordid and 


28 ereamly fooliſh ? And yer, juſt ſuch i; that 
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W 34 Peditations upon the 
Vile brutiſh Man, who will not love bis GO D, that 
And yet can dote on a deſiled Clod. tn i 


But it will not be amils to conſider what will be th N 
End of theſe chings, and what will be the Advantag F 
of them: if Drunkenneſs or Uncleanneſs nd Gam 7 
ing, would yield a Man any Comfort in a dying hourſh = 
it would be more excuſable to purſue 'em with ſ 
much eagerneſs, and be ſo very fond of 'em: But i 
the End of theſe things be Death; If all the advan 
tages we ſhall reap by em, is Poverty and DiſgraceÞ 
and that they impair the Health, ſpoil the Memory 
= cauſe ſeveral Diſtempers, and ſhorten Life it ſelt 
= and, which is Ten thouſand times worſe, hazari 
| the Eternal Ruin of our Immortal Souls; T may we 
take up the Apoſtle's Words, and fay, What Prof 
- have ye in thoſe things whereof ye are now aſham'd ? | 
i not much better to Remember now your Creator, i 
_ the Days of your Youth? And then you may be ſur 

WW he will not forſake you when you come to Ol: 
4 ' 33 1 * methinks I hear ſome ſay, as a Young Ma 
BE once io, _ 


Talk not to me of what will come to Morrow, | 
An Ounce of Mirth is worth à Pound of Sorrow ; 
-. Trouble will come, whether we will or no, 

Pl never Baniſh Pleaſure, and chuſe Moe. 


Seven Ages of Mans Life, | 
To which, I ſhall only return the ſame Anſwer | 


that was en to him, 


Then a not Sin; touch not forbidden Things 
Nor tate thoſe Fon which 5575 Sorrow brings : 
For Sin will ſurely in the End procure, 
Thoſe Pains which will beyond all Time indure. 
Repent betimes, leſt thou too late Complain ; 5. 
For there' s a Time when Tears wil be in vain. 
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5, ix. 23. Let not the ſtrong Man gtory in hip 
V 2 
BT! To the Fourth Age Man's now arriv'd at length, 
H. Bones are full of Marrow and of Strength ; 
WW Yet without Grace he ſtill goes more aſtray, 
Lite wand ring Paſſengers that Joſe their Way: . 


n ” 
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Per his Corruptions with his Strength gets ground, Tk 

And be in Wickedneſs does more abound: 
Thus whilſt he weaker Perſons Captive takes, | 
Himſelf a Slave to bis own Luſts be makes; 


| E are now come to the Fourth Age of Man, 
Y wherein he is paſt his youthful Bloom, (for 
Bloſſoms, how pleaſant, and how Bay ſoever, won't 
continue always) and now ſurely ſome Fruit may | 
be expected: But, alas / how great reaſon has every | 
Man to complain of himſelf, as the Prophet Hoſea 
Idoes of Ephraim? That he is an empty Vine, and 
brings forth Fruit unto himſelf; and yet even that 
Fruit is compar'd to the Vine of Sodom, and the Grapes . } 
hereof unto the Cluſters of Gomorrab. And there | 
is no Fruit brought forth unto God: Indeed what 
Fruit he does bring forth, is to himſelf; for now he 
s cafting about how to get an Eſtate, and to grow il 
rich and great in the World: Or if he has an Eſtate, } 
then he is ambitious of Honour; and the leaft Rub i 
he meets with in his way, ſtirs up his iraſcible Facul- 
ties, makes him angry and difcontented, and takes 
Eway the Comfort of all his Enjoyments. An emi: Nj 
ent Inftance whereof, we have in Haman, who , } 
as a great Man, high in the King's Favours, ad-. 
franc'd above all the Princes of the Empire; bow'd * | 
o, and reverenc'd by all the Servants of the King, 
1 hind that by the King's fpecial Command: What 
Food a Man think Haman ſhou'd deſire more? Or 
vhat cou'd render ſuch a Man uneaſie? And yet, 
pgne little inconſiderable Affront, the want of a Bow © | 
| Pom Mordecai the Few, rob d him of all his Quiet, 


j 


2 4 Wy 
2 * 


£35 © Mrvitations upon the 


D 


that he cou d take no Satisfaction in all the Honours 
he receiy'd from others; tho Princes bow'd before 
him, yet whilſt Mordeca; did not, it was all nothin 
_ to him: And how vain is that Happineſs that lies in 
every Man's Power to deprive us of? And yet fo it 
does of all the Happineſs that lies without us: But 
let us purſue the Inſtance of Hamas a little further, 
and we ſhall ſee how many Accidents intervene to 
obſtruct our Deſigns; and what a Tennis Ball of 
= Fortune that Man is, who places his Felicity in out- 
ward things. _ V½ñ Yo e# nh 
Hamam perceiving Mardecai neglected Cor rather 


him full of Rage, and cut him to the very Eteart; 


tyranniz'd more over him, than he intended to have 
one over the Fews ; and fo tormented him that he 


by the greatneſs of the Revenge he had defign'd; 
* 1 Which was not to take away the Life of Mordecai 
done, that was too {mail a Victim to be offer'd up 
to Hamas Ambition; twas nothing leſs than the 
whole Nation of the Fews, they mult be all de- 
ſtroy'd to ſatisfie his great Revenge: Nor will he 
ſpare for Coſt to effect it; and therefore when he 
comes to beg this cruel Boon of the King, that he 
may make it go down the more glibly, he offers 


Ten thouſand Tallents to have it accompliſh'd ; But 


the King is more generous than to have a Favour 
bought; and therefore grants his Petition freely: 
= Hm had repreſented the Fews as a People not 


-» 


l | that he refus d) to pay that Homage to him that all Þ! 
the Princes of the Empire gladly offer'd, it fill'd 


for his Soul was ſwell'd with Ambition, which 


could not reſt : The greatneſs of his Wrath, appears 


Steven Ages of Man's Life. + 79 © 


urs icting to live; and therefore tis no wonder that 
Yre Hbaſaerus is ſo willing they ſhould die. 115 
ng Haman having obtain'd this Grant of the King, 
in ſes no time, but haſtens away the Poſts with Let- | 
) it Ers to put the Decree in Execution: And to add 
zut More to his Satisfaction, has a New Honour con- 
er, rd upon him; for he only is invited by the Queen 
to ſb accompany the King at her Banquet; and that 
ot only the firſt time, but the ſecond alſo: From 
hence he goes home with the greateſt Aſſurance | 
aginable. But all this New Addition to his Honour | 
as worth nothing, whilſt Mordecas refus'd to pay = 
all fim Homage; the want of a poor Bow from him, 
d fas an Allay to all his Happineſs, and filPd him full 
rt; If Wrath and Indignation; to mitigate the boyling - 8 
vhereof, he reſolves Mordecai's Death ſhall preceds - iſ 
ie general Deſtruction of his People; and there=- i 
ore goes the next day to the King with a deſign to 
Fave him hang'd immediately: But inſtead thereof, 
» Buch are the inſcrutable Workings of Divine Pro- 
; Fidence, whoſe ways to us are oft paſt finding out! ³⁵ 
up Iv bilſt Mordecai is ſet on Horſeback, array d in al! 
he Royal Habiliments, Haman is forc'd to Lacquey 
dy his ſide, and be himſelf the Herald of his Fame. 
Bur, oh, what Rage, and what Confuſion was Ha- 
nan fill'd with, at this unexpected Accident“ And | 
he ow were all his Meaſures {poiPd he cby! And this 
ers [as his Wife truly propheſied) was yet but the Fore= MK 
ſunner of his approaching Ruin. For whilſt he was | 
- Pewailing his wretched Diſappointment, he was 
: Ent for to the Queen's Banquet, which uſher'd in 


zot fhe laſt part of his Tragedy : being from thence led 
. n 
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_ fifty Cubits high. 
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do the Gallows he propar'd for Mordecai, and hang'd 
| thereon. Thus the Height to which his Ambition 
brought him, was to be hang'd upon a Gallows 


And is this the Fruit of our Ripe Age? No won- 


deer then the Pſalmiſt tells us, That every Man, even 


at his beſt Eſtate, is Vanity. This ſurely is miſcall'd 


dhe perfect Age, unleſs by perfect, we mean only 


that in this Age it is, that all the Imperfections of the 
Humane Nature, which before this lay hid under the 


undiſguis'd Simplicity of Childhood, or the more 


airy Lightneſs of unbridled Youth, appear in this 
Age in their full Perfection; which ſtill intails a grea: 


= ter Vanity upon it. For now thoſe Sins that were 


before but in the Bud, appear full grown: We arc 


i 4 aſham'd indeed of thoſe fond Trifles we coveted 


whilit Childhood was upon us, yet ſtill we are as 
. guilty of the ſelf-ſame Crimes; but with this only 

ifference, that now they are attended with greater 
Aggravations. JJV 
Heſore we play'd in fear; and after that, our 
ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures were attended on with long Re- 


hand 
e CT 


o ſpe 
Fire 


3 And now we are purſuing the ſelf-ſame} 


anities with greater Confidence, and more Aſſu- 


W rance.- For what's the Honour we court now, but 
ſuch another empty Bubble as thoſe we were ſo fond 


of in our ſportive Childhood ? And yet, for the 


obtaining of it; how often do we perpetrate the 


=_ moſt nefandous Crimes, the Guilt whereof purſues 
us to our Graves: Our Strength, of which we make 


1o great a boaſt; ſerves only to enable us to make 2 
Prey of thoſe that are more weak; and by a 1 505 
. e 3 e 2 1 _ | an | 


1 


rr K · B 
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hand to obtain hit which is nothing worth when 6 
e enjoy it. And what can be more Vain than thus 
o ſpend our Strength for nought, and Tabou in the 


Þ Fire for very Vanity? 4 


And thus as in Life's Race we further run, 

We ſee all's Vanity beneath the Sun. 

For as each Age more Tears we do _— 

So ſtill our Vanity becomes more vain : 
And we a farther Progreſs make in Sin, 


N in tbe fn, Will unts Judgment 8 
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| 0 m berein, whilſt thus he doth in Triumph ride, 
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From Forty to Fifty Years. 
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_ Pſal. xlix. 12. Nevertheleſs Man being in Honour, 
-"abideth not. . 8 
| Vain Man's Fourth Age non, being paſt and gone, 

Litke rolling Waves, the Fifth ſtraight follows on, 


* 


Lie looks with [corn on all the World beſide. 


forte Attended - 


* wn his Heralds, 2 „ 


he growing Greatneſs of his ſpreading F. Fame : 
at Emily does tn him frill betides .. ih .. 


in's new Honour he don't lg abide. + 


E are now come to the Fifth Ape of Man's 3 
Life, in which, (according to the Diviſion 


opogd in the Introduction be arrives at the Fif- 
th Year of his Age: and it is a common (and 


erhaps a true) Cay) ying, That he who is not Handſome © 


Thirty, nor Strong: at Ferty, nor Wiſe at Fifty, will 
ver be either Handiome, Strong or Wiſe. So that this 
ems to be the Age moſt fam d for the attaining of 


dom, and indecd ſuch it ought ro be; for Man 


Pring now hv'd the better hai of his Life, muſt by 


ur, 


i 


s own Experience (it he rde any ching) come 
de Wiſe: for, as Elihu well obſerves, 7b 32. 7. 
ays ſhuuld ſpeak, and multitude of Years ſhould teach 
dom. And yet if we come more ſtrictly to exa- 
ine what this Wiſdom is, we ſhall hardly find it of 


e right kind; which is Pure, Peaceable, gentle, ful! 
Mercy «nd good Fruits ; but rather that which is 


arthly, Senſual and Deviliſh; which is deſcrib'd by 
om the Prophet Feremiab ſpeaks of, which are 


hey are indeed at this Age very ready to boaſt 


iſdom, and take it as an Affront to be thought 883 
erwiſe; but they are never the wiſer for that, for 


iſe to do evil, but to do good they have no knowledge gen 


* f 4 
2 3 El 
Sy : 


ens 


b Y * , 
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e Apoſtle James, Fam. 3. 15, 16. and like thoſe 8 


che lame Prophet in another place ſpeaks, They, 


ve rejected the Word of the Lord, and ab hal Wildom it 
chm ? e 5.8 9. 5 a Man at this Age to be 


* f Ke © 


ga great Perſian Monarch, He that but knew how hea- 


that in the whole World, which he held in hi: 


2 2%. a. 
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laying new Foundations of Life, and ſeeking ſo es 
gerly to graſp after more, when at the ſame time he 
refuſes to enjoy what he has; what can be mor; 
vain? This is that fore Evil which the Wiſeſt of Men 
fo much complains of, Eccleſ. v. 13. 1 
But ſince our Emblem repreſents one mounted tf 
the higheſt pitch of Honour, one in the moſt exalt. 
ed Circumſtances ; that can ſee nothing above him 
but Heaven, but Crouds of Petitioners on every ſidgh 
below him; and that he has attain'd to this Dignity 
by his own Valour and Wiſdom ; So that now it lies 
in his Power to make other Men happy; -and there. 
fore ſurely muſt be fo himfelf; and conſequently be 
exempted from Vanity. But alas! It is quite other: 
wiſe ; there's no ſuch happy Eſtate to be obcain'd 
below: And this the Experience of thoſe who have 
been Exalted to this high Dignity ſufficiently de- 
clares. Let us hear therefore what they ſay of them. 
ſelves, who are certainly the moſt competent Judges 
of the Uneaſineſs they found therein. O Crows, ſaid 


vy thou fitteſt on the Head, would not vouchſafe to take 
thee up, though he ſhould meet thee in his way. And 
yet this Prince gave Law to the whole World, and 
each Man's Fortune was what he was pleas'd to make 
it; and therefore to appearance could give to eve- 
ry Man Content: and yet we ſee himſelſ confeſſing, 


hand, there was nothing but Grief and Unhappi- 
neſs: and then how great a Vanity muſt it need 
be for one to ſpend the beſt part of his Life in 
che purſuic of that, which in the end leaves him 


—_— 


— r 
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e hho. che Legacy but chat of Grief and Sov- 
107% DW * " 
Hen But if you will not take this Perſian Monarch's 
Vord , but think himſelf ſo vain, he was unca- 
d. tq able to judge of What is Vanity; then hear the 
calthudgment of King Solomon, a Man endow'd with 
himzviſdom from above, beyond the reſt of Men; 
lidhor was this all, but he was likewiſe one, whoſe 
nitylmmenſe Riches was ſo great, that Gold and Sil- 
lie her were as plentiful as the deſpiſed Pebbles in 
reihe Street: Nay the Divine Hiſtorian tells us, 
* be That Gold was then fo plentiful , that Silver was 
her. ſcarce worth taking up) nothing accounted of , 


in din the Days of Solomon: And as he wanted not 1 


wh, or Treaſure, ſo neither did he for a Heart to uſe it : - 


de ind yet this Mighty King, and Wiſeſt Prince that | 


em-Fer poſſeſt a Throne, when he had try'd all the 1 
180 elicities that Wealth could Purchaſe, or the World 
Bfford him; concludes with this ſhort Summary 


bu F all his large Experience, That all is Van and | 


raktWexatian of Spirit. 


andatter, one would think his Teſtimony to be ſuf- 
nake cient of it felf; for what can he ſay that comes 
eve- ter the King? Yet that we may be convinced 
fing, pf this Truth, to wit, That the bigheſt Station a 
| hi$Man can attain to in this World, - is but Vanity, 
ppi- am willing it ſhall be confirm'd in the Mouth 
eds two or three Witngdles. N 
in] And even dnguſtus Ceſar Himself ( who {hut 
himby the Temple of Janus, and poſſeſſed the whole 
oy Fold in Peace, and in whole Days the Shes 

* | 1 O 


na Having heard the Opinion of Selomon in this 


4 N 7 p 
- 4 oo" Fo i "> 2 Td 
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Greatneſs, and ſuffer him to live quietly amor 
1 , | 85 the Leaſt. | FTTH SS Fs 


=_ ceflor, That he held the Empire as a Wolf b 


My 
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46 Peditations upon the 
of Peace was Born) bewailed his paſt Life 
and amongſt the infinite Toyls of his Empire 
wiſh'd for the Repoſe of the meaneſt of his Su 
jets; ſaying, he ſhouid eſteem that a Happ 
Day that would eaſe him of his inſupportabl 


And it was the Saying of Tiberius, his Suc 


the Ears; and that if he could quit bis hold witlf 
out the Danger of being bitten, he would glad 
ly-do it. And another Great Man aſſures us 
That whatever Greatneſs or Ambition promiſeth 
it is but the ſuffering of much Evil, to get more 
-and What can bé more vain?” © 


« 


To ſum up all that can be ſaid of this Age 


Tue greateſt Advantage of it is, when by a { 


rious Reflection upon what is paſt, we come tc 
fee that all is Vanity; That Favour is deceitfu! 
and Beauty is vain and fading; That our great 
.eſt Strength does but ſnew our Weakneſs, ant 


WW our greateſt Wiſdom does but manifeſt our ow 


SI ot is not worth the Fhouſandth paft of, the pain 


Polly. For when by all our Toyl and Labour 
and, by the very utmoſt of our Study and Con 
treivance, we have attained to fo high a Station 


that we have nothing more left co wiſh for; We: 
then come to find by Experience, that all we havq,, | 


; 1 ; . I No 
we J have taken to get it; being neither Certain 5 
bor Satisfying, and by conſequence moſt Vain. |. 
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From Fifty to S 


Ke xi. "7 Take heed and beware of Coyetouſnefs" | | 


Poor Man, when Tireeſcore Winters he has told, 
Now places all his Hopes in Bags of Gold. | 
Who can but this ſtrange Van) admire; 
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ILTe leſs we want, the more we fill de Tee 


a * 2 
* 


3 


; 
4 > 
1 7 4 
5 TH 
* > 


por Man to think of returning thither; and t 

be in good earneſt in having his Heart and Af 
ſpoken, the matter is quite otherwiſe with the great 
BE  glew'd to the Earth than ever; and they are graſp 
ſtrange Vanity, and much to be lamented, that a 
chis Age, when ?cis high time to ſit looſe from thi 


0 q and that he may obtain it, is willing to make Voyage 


1 and perhaps many Shipwracks; is in perpetual fea; 


WW that Repoſe char ſhould make his Life comfortable 
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He has too much, and yet he wow'd have more. of: - 
Starving himſelf th" midſt of all his Store 2 


MMbat can more vain than & Rich Miſer be? R a 
Or more Emphatically Poor than he? allin 


WE are now come to the Sixth Age of the Life 
VV of Man; which according to the Seaſon 
of the Year, repreſents the latter end of Autumn, off 
the beginning of Vinter, when all things are going, 
down into the Earth: And ſure it is now high timq 


fections fix d upon things above, where his chief hopes 
ſhould be lodg'd. But alas! With Sorrow be it 


eſt part of Mankind. Their Hearts are now more 


ing after preſent things as eagerly, as it they were 
ſtill to live the Days of Metbuſelab. *Tis certainly 


World, he ſhould make the greateſt Courtſhip to it 
by Sea, Journies by Land, run a thouſand Hazards 


and trouble; and in the Purchaſing Weaith, it ma 
be loſeth his Life: or if he don't, he robs hing{elf of. x. 
But to dernonſtrate his Folly yet more, let us ſup... 
poſe that he has gain d by all his Travel, and tha 
be has ſpoiled the whole Eaft of its Pearls, and 

i 2 drawn dry all the Mines of the Weſt ; will «0 


„ * 


ats, 


1 


\ 


„ 
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| fatisfie him? And will he then be quiet? Nothing 


leſs: For by all his Acquiſitions he gains but more 
diſquiet both of Mind and Body; from one Travel | 
falling into another ; never ending, but only chan- , } 
ging his Miſeries : He deſir'd to have em, and now } 
fears to loſe em; he got ein in burning Ardor, ant 
zofleſſes 'em in trembling Cold: He adventur d a- 

ong Thieves to get em, and now fears by Thieves 
o loſe em: In ſhort, coming from all his Voyages. 


Lile 
ons 
Of 


he comes as it were into a Priſon; and the end of 


to 
Af 
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ples of his Mind: And this of all Vanities is ſurely 
ent of God, it generally happens: For this Devil of 


xcellent thing; which makes it fare with him, as with 


ards 
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elf © 
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is Bodily Travels, is but the beginning of the Troy- 
he moſt vain. And yet thus, thro? the juſt Judg-, 
ovetouſneſs perſuades him he has ſome rare and 1 | 


hoſe poor Creatures, whom the Devil ſeduces under | 
olour of relieving their Poverty; who find their 
ands full of Leaves, when they thought to find em 
ull of Crowns. He poſſeſſeth, or rather is poſſe!- K 
led with a thing wherein is neither Power nor Ver- 
ue; more baſe and unprofitable than the leaſt Here } 
; ff the Earth: Vet he hath heap'd together this vile 
BExcrement, and is grown ſo Brutiſh, as therewith 
o Crown his Head, when he ought co tread it under . 


But however that be, is he ſatisfy'd wich it now MK 
ie has it? Not at all: Nay, fo far is he from being | 
tisfy'd, that he is more diſ- ſatisfyd than ever: 
or. Covetouſiieſs is of that nature, that the more 4 
and lan drinks, the more he is a thirſty; the more he 
| e025» the more he is a OF It is a Droplic = that 4 


4 
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wells bim till he burſts, before he can be stp yd 
But there is a greater Vanity in it flill ; for ak 
a Man dig a Pit, and carefully draw the Water, an 
After all, won't ſuffer him to Drink: In the mid 
of a River he is dry with Thirſt; and in a heap 
Corn cries out of Famine. This Covetous Wretc 
has Goods but will not uſe them. and Garments, bu | 
(I dares not put them on: And tho' he is poſſeft of tha 
nin which he joys, he don't enjoy it. The ſum of a 
is, That of al which he bas, he has nothifig; ant 
ſurely this muſt not only be V anity, bur Vexatio 
_ Spirit coo. And yet this is not all: The Completio 
1 5 his Miſery is, when he comes to loſe them : Fd 
= tho” he ande no real Pleaſure in their Poſſeſſion, ye 
be finds a ſenſible Pain in their Loſs; which when 
ever it happens, whether it be by Shipwrack, Fire; o 
amy other Accident, then he cries, weeps, and tor: 
ments himſelf, like a lict le Child that has oft bis Play] 
game, which yet is nothing worth; and he conceit © 
. Himlelf not only fpoil'd, but utterly undone. *Forf 
Having plac'd his All; in theſe things, the Loſs of em 
brings him to Deſpair, and that oſtentimes to an un 
mely End, by. laying violent Hands upon birnſelt, 
and bringing nis own' Life to an unhappy Period. 
To which the wicked Ways by which he has attain' di i; 
his Riches, which now fills his Confcience with in-] 7% 
{1  expreflible Remorſe, contributes not a little. And % 
what now can be more vain, than for a Man that has ;p; 
_ lid Threeſcore' Years in the World, to macerareſ Nos 
his Body, debilitate his Mind, and loſe bis I, with: y 
3 out any either Fleaſure or Conrentment ? ? 1 
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nd ix. 27 II is appointed anco Men once to die. 1 
In. Nn the laſ Sands of M's ſhort L fe are run 
nd Death Arikes bis Dart home, and bis Murk is dene: 
has H bas run until be Alin. | ont of Breath; Rh TE > 
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1 Of all be toid for, he can only have 
A ſad Cold Coffin and a gloomy Grave. 
E ben ceaſe your Tears, for tis in vain to cry, 
Head ns great Decree is paſt, and Man muſt Die. 


1 E are now come to the laft Scene of Man' 
VV Lifez in which Death lets down the Cur: 
+ tain, and the Play is done. And now ſurely Man 
will be willing to go off the Stage of this World; ha. 
 Ving a&ed his part, and ſo make room for others: 
For what ſhould he do here? May he not now ſay, 
as Bargillai to the ſame purpoſe ſaid to David, I am 
this day Seventy Years old; and can I taſte what ] Fat or 
' whar I Drink? Can | hear any more the Voice of ſing ing 


' M nnd fnging Wane? Wherefore ſhould 1 then te an 


"he * 


Inger a Burden to my ſelf or others? For now the Days 


2 come in which he may well ſay, he has no Plea. 
ure in them: The Keepers of the Houſe begin to 


t emble, and the ſtrong Men to bow themſeves; 
yea, the Grinders are ready to ceaſe, becauſe they 
ace few, and thoſe that look out at the Window are 


almoſt darkned, as the Preacher ſpeaks, Eecleſ. 12.3. 


I confefs, by reaſon of Strength, a temperate Life, 
and a hail Conſtitution of Body, many do qut-live 
this Age, and reach unto Fouricore and upwards ; 


4 but then, as Hopkins ſays in the goth. Plalm, e 
ö court ſuc h wondreus Old; but beſides that „ all 


their boaſted Strength is but Labour and Sorrow; 


jor it is foon cut off, and they fly away. And yet 


notwithſtanding all the Vanity, and all the Infirmi- 
ties of Life, we are not willing to die; no, though 
Ve ſcarce know how to live, we care no | 
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ff Death; för as the Young Man thinks he has a 
great While to live, ſo he that has liv'd longeſt hopes 
olive a little longer. And this is yet another In- 
ance of Vanity. Is it not unaccountable to hear a 
Stranger continually wiſhing he were at home, and 
net when a Meſſenger is ſent on purpoſe to fetch 
urhim, that he ſhould be loth to go? Or that a Way- 
anffaring Man on his Journey, ſhould ſo over-load him- 
ha-ſſelf with thick Clay (as Worldly things are call'd) Mi 
rs: nat he could ſcarce get forward? Or if we ſhould if 
ay, e ſuch a one Building by the way, ſhould we not 
am hink he had forgot the Place to which he was to go? 
or nd yet thus vain are the moſt of Men: They en⸗ 
irg amber themſelves fo much with the things of this 
am Vorld, that they have hardly time to think upon a- 
ays other: And build Tabernacles here, as if they were 
lea · ever to depart hence; and yet theſe Men will pro: 
tops to be Pilgrims and Strangers in this World. — 
es; How many are there that call this Life a Priſan, 
hey ſut yet neither live like Priſoners (for Delights and 
are pelicacies become not Fetters) nor deſire their Li- 
2.3eſerty. And what can be more vain than ſuch a 
Life, ſemper? It we were truly Strangers, we ſhould re- 
livepyce when we were near our Home: And were 
rds je truly Pilgrims, we. ſhould haſten to our Jour- 
Hefy's end; and if we did indeed think Life a Priſon, 
_allfe ſhould give Death a better welcome, ſince that 
ow; fould procure our Liberty. Some call this Life a | 
| yetaniſhment, others a Puniſhment, and others Death: 
rmi-Jut if Life be a Baniſhment, why are we ſp unwil- 
ughheto be reſtor d? And if a Puniſhment, why ſeek _ | 
heacſe not to be releas'd? Or if it be a Death, why | 
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ence in that Publick Regiſter of Man's Mortality : 


| Track of a Ship, and what is leſs appearing? To 


* -Bevitations upon the 


"A we in it, and deſire not to be raiſed? Our Ka * 
wardneſß herein too plainly ſhows, theſe ate bull: U 
empty Words; like ſuch as commend Abſtinence 
while th y ſurfeit chemſelves with Dainties; and di 
courſe of Mortification in their Cups. For not on: 
of thoſe who ſay Life is a Priſon, deſire to be freed 
Nor one of theſe Exiles enfranchiſed: Nor do tho: 
who pretend Life is a Funiſhmen: deſire to be deli 
vered. Nor can [exempt my felt out of this Num: 
ber: For ffoug!; have found all | things in the 
World to be nothing but Vanity, and tlie greateſt 
Vanity therein to be Man; and. my {cif of all Men 
to bs the moſt vain; yet I have rcjovced ail my day: 
in a thing of nought, and {i}; thought | 11 My Heart 
do put far away the Evil Day, by appr o2ching to the 
Seat of Iniquity 3 But | found that the Eyes, of the 
Almighty were upon me, and that I groped but in rifice 
\- Darkneſs to wound my felt. Wretched Man! Howl, 
long have I been in a miſerable State, and knew it 
not. How long have I been a i Stranger to my Fa. 
ther's Houſe, and returned not? I have read it, Kant, 
Lord, in thy Book ; and | have found it by experi- 
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git, 


have ſeen how this Lite is fitly compared to a Polt. 
and what is ſwifter? To a Weaver's Shuttle, anc 
what is quicker? To a Tale that is told, and what i is) 
ſhorter 2 To a Shadow, and what e ſooner ? eb 
To Grafs, and what is more wiuering? To the — 
the Flight of a Bird, and what cuts the Air more ut tl 
ſpeedily? And yet for all this, I have loaded my {eltÞ Mz 


| Win thick Clay, as if I were too fleet in my . 5 
"Ip t | 7 
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ee eee . — 
Steven Ages ok Pans Like. 
But whatever Satisfaction a Man may take in theſe 
Pings while he. lives, they are fo far from being 
Ips, that they are hindrances when he comes to 
e: The things he ſets his Heart on here, will 
ieve him to the Heart at laſt, to think that he muſt 
ave *em all behind him. And this is every Man's 
aſe, for Nzked came he into the World, aud Naked | 
72 be depart out of #-: And tho he cou'd carty em "2 f 
hoſe bim ( which is impothble) they would ſignifie 1 
.pphing: For Riches profic not in the Day of Wrath. 
© tay rather will they not help to aggravate our Con- 
mnation, becauſe we have not us'd 'em as we 
6 ght, nor done that Good with *em for which they 
chekre given us. For tho we attribute our Riches to 
cher own Wiſdom, Diligence and induſtry, and fo 
310 rifice to gur own Net, and burn Incenſe to dur 01 
Owl, as the Prophet fpeaks; yet the Almighty will 
+ Fi the end make us know, that it was he that gave us 
Pa. ver to get Wealch; and that we ought to have 
earſ} it to his Glory: And we muſt now come to 
2. Reckoning, and ſhew how we haye employ'd it. 
nd how deplorable an Inſtance of Vanity is this, 
ofi It Man, in all the Ages of his Life, ſhould ſpend 
and Strength for nought, and labour in the Fire for 
ic is) Vanity? By all his Toils, when he's the moſt 
el Feſsful, obtaining only that which is ſo far from 
helping him, that by increaſing of his Sin and Guile, 
Tollunges him at laſt into Eternal Ruin | 
\creÞut though Vanity is the conſtant Attendant of e- 
far} Man in his Natural Eſtate z who through the 
1r{e. Feitfulneſs of his own Heart, puts his Truſt in 
Bi tÞity, and ſo Vanity becomes to be his Recom- 
. 8 dence: 7 
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pence: Yet there is a more Excellent Way; whi 

the Wiſe Man ſums up in a few Words; which 
J Fear God, and keep bis Commandments; for thi, 
the Whole Duty of Man. I ſhall conclude all, wi 
tis ſhort Abitract of the Seven Ages of Man's Li 


Since Sacred Records do without diſpute, 
| The Age of Man to Seventy Years compute. | 
/ The Firſt Ten Years Nature do's to us lend, * 
In Infant Cries and Childiſh Sports we ſpend : Te 
The Second Ten, at Prentice and at School _ 

Me ſpend our time, and wiſely play the Fool: 
The Third, in which our Beauty's in its prime, 
Is Yout bful Luſt s we paſs away our time 
JI the Fourth Ten our Manly Strength appears, 
5 And we in Work and Laboar ſpend our Years: . 
Iz the Fifth Ten to Wiſdom we pretend, or 
_ Which often proves but Folly in the end: — 47 
In the Sixth Ten, when Time and Strength is paſt, | | 
Me graſp the World as if we'd hold it fait: 1 
In tbe laſt Ten, what we bave got, e leave, 
Aud Death's cold Hand ds us of Life bereave. 
Thus may we plainly ſee in ev'ry Station, 

© That all is Vanity and meer Vexat ion. 
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XN Hoc er chow art that ſhalt peruſe this Book, 

| N This may inform thee, when I undertook. 

Vo write theſe Lines, it was not my 2's 2 

＋ —— this- imperfect Work of mine : 

COT why, for DiuShop s ſake „ 

Pai bernk ahcliu'd to I 2 . 9 
Wome benefit thereby, I have le, i 

| , 9 20 pulliſbo it. 9 0 | 

He Subjetts ol a part of tÞfe Vontents, 5 

Both of the Old and the New 'Teſtaments ; 

The Mord are for the maſt part all the ſame, 

For I affefted Plainneſs moge than Fame) 

or could ſt thou hope to have It better lone: : 

For I'm no Poet, nor a Poets Son 

But 7 Mechanick guided by no rule, 

But what 7 gained 3 in a Grammar School. 

1 my Minority: I cant commend jt, 

Such as it is into the World T ſend it, > 

And ſhould be . to ſee ſome Hand to end 56. 


FO Would | 
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— 0 the Reader. | 


Would 2 thoſe Men whoſe Genius leads them tot 
And who have time and parts wherewith to do t, 
£42421 their Pens in ſuch a Tast as this, 
Twould be a moſt delightſome Exerciſe, 

| Of Profit to themſelves and others too : 

If what the Learned Herbert ſays, holds true, 

A Verſe may find him, whom a Sermon flies, 
And turn Delight into a Sacrifice; 7 
Thus ] conclude, and wiſh it as delighting 


7 0 thee in ; reading as to me in writ as 7 | 
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N ancient Tia &er heel _ the way | 
Ol kingly Power, when Judges bore the ſway, 
K A certain Man of Bethlehem Juda fled, _ 
| By Reaſon of a Famine that Oer read 
he Land, into the Land of Moab, where 
- and his Wite, and Sons, ſojourners were. | 
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His Name Elimelech, his eldeſt Son 

| Was called Mablon, "Cother Cbilion. 

His Wife was Naomi, Ephrathites they were: 
They went to Moab and continued there: 

| Where of her Husband Naomi was — 
And only ſhe, and her Two Sons were left : 
| Who took them Wives of Moab in their Youth: Ind! 
| The Name of one was Orpab, tother Ruth: er 
And there they died eber twice Five Years were gone fut cl 
And Naomi was wholly leſt alone. nd {: 
| Then ſhe aroſe, and her Step-daughters with her, ith | 
| To leave the Land of 1Moab altogether : po che 
For ſhe had heard the Lord had viſited © PÞtrea 
| Her native Country, with increaſe of Bread. Pr w 
| Wherefore the Land of Moab ſhe forſook, Il ſoj 
And to her native Place her courſe ſhe took, nd v 
Her Daughters with her: Whom ſhe did deſi ire, here 
That to their Mother's Houſe they would retire: Ind 1 
The Lord, faid ſhe, be kind to you agen, he 
As you to me, and to the dead have been: po lee 
God grant you each may be with Husbands bleſt, Ind « 
And in tb Enjoyment of them, both find reſt. e let 


Then ſhe embraced them, and there withal, Þ che 
N Down from cheir Cheeks, the Tears began to fall: ſo Be 
| They wept aloud, and ſaid, Mot ſurely we hole 
| Unto thy People will return with thee. 1 
But Naomi replied, Wherefore will ye, h! e 
My Daughters, thus reſolve to go with me? dr 1. 
Are there yer any more Sons in my Womb, en 
That may your Husbands be in time to come? 3 
| Return again, my Daughters, go your way, hy 1 


For Im t. to0 Old o marry; Should I wy. 7 2 _ 
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| fave been afflicted fo exceedingly. 
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ye Hope ? Should I this Night conceive a Son ? 
ould either of you ſtay till he is 8 
ould you ſo long without an Hu:band live? 


ay, nay, my Daughters, for it doth me grieve 


xceedingly, even for your fakes, that T 

o under this fo great Affliction lie. 

nd here they wept again: And Orpab kiſs d 
er Mother, but Ruth would not be diſmiſsꝰd 
ut clave unto her: Unto whom ſhe ſpake 


Ind ſaid, Behold, thy Siſter is gone back, 
„ Pich her own Gods, and People to abide, 


o thou along with her. Bur Ruth reply'd, 


Ihe, 


treat me not to leave thee, or return: 5 
r Where thou goeſt, I'll go, where thou ſojourn, 


Il fojourn alſo : And what People's thine , 


nd who thy God, the ſame jhall both be mine : 


here thou ſhalt die, there will I die likewiſe, 


ind Pli be buried where thy Body lies: 


he Lord do fo to me, and more, if I 

o leave thee, or forſake thee till I die. 

nd when ſhe ſaw the Purpoſe of her Heart, 

e left off to deſire lier to depart. | | 

) they Two travelled along together 5 
0 Bethlehem, and when they were come thither, 
hold ! the People were ſurpriz d. and cried © 


bat is this Naomi? But the reply'd, T 
jh call me Alara, and not Naomi: 74 1 


dr I have been afflicted bitterly. 
ent out from you full, but now I come, 
sit hath pleaſed God, quite empty home: 
hy then call ye me Naomi? Since I 
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So Naomi return'd, and Ruth together, 
Who had come from the Land of Moab with her: 
And unto Bethlem Fule did they come, 
Juſt as the Barley Harveſt was begun. 


5553 


Ou AP. II. 


Here was a Man of Kin to Naomi, 
1 One that was of her Husband's Family, 
His Name was Boaz, and his Wealth was great. 
And Ruth the Moabiteſs did intreat 

Her Mother's leave, thathe might go, and gather 
| Some Ears of Corn, where ſhe ſhould moſt find favour 
| Go, Daughter, go, ſaid me. She went, and came 
| Near to the Reapers, to glean after them: 
S And, lo, it was her hap to light among 
The Reapers, which to Boaz did belong. 
Behold, now Boaz, caine from Bethlehem 
| Unto his Reapers, and ſaluted them, 
And they bleſ'd him again: and he inquired 
Of him that was ſet over them he hired, 
| From whence the Damſel was, and was inferm'd 
She was the Moabitels that return d 
Win Naomi: And ſhe did ask, ſaid he, 
That here amongſt the Reapers ſhe might be, 
And that ſhe might have liberty to glean 
Among the Sheaves : And ihe all day hath been, 
Even from the morning until now, wich us, 


That ſhe hath ſtay'd a littie in the Houle, 
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hen Boaz, AE to Ruth, Obſerve m. Daughter, 
hat thou go not from hence, or follow after 
ſhe Reapers of another Field, but where 

y Maidens are, fee that thou tarry there: 
Dbſerve what Field they reap, and go thou there, 
ſave I not charg'd the young Men to forbear 1 
o touch thee? And when thou doſt thirſt, approach 
nd drink of what the Youths have ſet abroach, | 
hen ſhe fell on her Face, and to the Ground 

he bow?*d her ſelf, and ſaid, Why have I found 

ch favour in thine Eyes, Thar thou, to me 

ho am a Stranger, ſhould ſo courteous be? 
Ind Hoax ſaid, Ir hath been fully ſhown. 

Jo me, what to thy Mother-in Law thou'ft done, | 
ler Ince of thine Husband thou haſt been bereft: 
ourfyow thou thy Father and thy Mother left, 

e ind thine own native Land to coine unto 
Land, which thou before didſt never know: 
he Lord, the God of TIſrae!, the Defenſe 
hom now thou'ſt choſen, be thy recompence. 
den ſaid ſhe, let me in thy ſight, my Lord, 
1d favour, in that thou doſt thus afford 
c Comfort, and ſince thou ſo kind to me 
dſt ſpeak, though! thereof unworthy be. 
"4 Þþd Boaz ſaid, at Meal time come thou near, 
t of the Bread, and dip 1'th* Vinegar. 
d by the Reapers ſne ſate down to Meat, 
gave her parched Corn, and ſhe did car, 
d was ſuffic'd, and leſt, and roſe to glean: 
„ Id Boaz, gave Command to the young Men, 
it ber come in among the Sheaves, ſaid he, 
glean, and let her not reproached be: 
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Let fall ſome handfuls alſo purpoſely, 

And let her take them without . 

So ſhe till Even glean'd, and then 
Her Barly, being an Epbab or ther eabout. 
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Sat Out 


She tookit up, and to the City went, III. 
And to her Mother: in-Law did it preſent: 8 
And what ſhe had reſerv d to her the gare, ist 


g When ſhe had took what ſhe defign'd to have. e of 


Then unto her, her Mother-in-Law did ſay, old, 


In what Field haſt thou been to glean to day ? inn 
And where haſt thou been working? Bleſt be he, oint 
That thus hath taken Cognizance of the. Ito t! 


She told with whom, and furthermore did ſay, Il he 


The Man's Name's Boaz, Where I wrought to dayſ lie! 


And Naomi reply'd, May he be bleſt, goe 
= of the Lord, whoſe Kindneſs manifeſt d go 
Unto the Living and the Dead hath been : IM o 
The Man's our Kinſman, yea the next of kin. Id wi 
And Ruth the Moabiteſs ſaid, He gave Js ſhe 
Me likewiſe a Commandment not to leave, ſſt m. 
Or to depart, from following his young Men, ad do: 
Until they had brought all his Harveſt in. Ithwi 
And Naomi ſaid unto Ruth, My Daughter, WW 
 ?Tis good that thou obſerve to follow after h M 


His Maidens, that they meet thee not elſewhere. kr to 
So ſhe to Beaz,'s Maidens flill kept near, cove 
Till Barley and Wheat Harveſt both, ſhe faw , lo! 
Were done, and ſhe dwelt with her Mother- in-Laſwas 
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Men Naomi ſaid, Shall I not, my Daughter, 
Seek Reſt for thee, that thou do well hereafter ? 
d is not Boaz,, with whoſe Maids thou waſt, 
e of the neareſt Kinſmen that thou haft 2 
Pold, this Night he in his Threſhing- Floor 
innowing Barley, waſh thy ſelf therefore, 
E, hoint thee, put thy Cloaths on, and get down 
hto the Floor; but make not thy ſelf known, 
„he hath eat and drank, and ſhall prepare 
layh lie him down; then take good notice where 
goes about to take his Night's Repoſe, 
d go thou in there, and lift up the Cloaths 
ni off his Feet, and likewiſe lay thee down, 
d what thou haft to do he will make known. 
d ſhe made anſwer, Whatſoever thou 
It. me commanded, will I gladly do. 
1 down unto the Floor the haſted, and 
chwitk fulfill'd her Mother- in L 5 Command. 
ww When Boaz, had nis Heart refreſh'd, 
Ih Meat and Drink, he laid him down toreſt, 
re. r to the heap of C orn ; ſhe ſoftly came, 
cover'd's Feer, and lay down by the fame. 
„lo! at Midnight, as he turn d him round, 
-Lawas afraid, for at his Feet he found 
Woman lay: Who art thou? then ſaid he. 
mine Handmaid Ruth, replyed the, 
A Er thine Handmaid therefore ſpread thy Skirt, 
ay begauſe thou a near Kinſman art. 


p 


„ 


a ö Bleſſed | 7 


Let there is one that's nearer Kin than l: 
Tarry this Night, and when' tis Morning light, 


, 144 Sttiptural Poems, 
| Bleffedbe thou, faid he, becauſe thou haſh 
Made maniteſt 'mo:e Kindneſs at the afl, 

|  Thanat the firit, in that thou didſt, my Daughter, 


And now, my Daughter, be not thou afraid 
I will do to thee all that thou haſt ſaid: 


Well let him, but if not, I my ſelf will, 
| As the Lord lives, till Morning lie thou frill, 


| And then arole about the break of Day; 

And he gave her a Charge, not to declare 
That there had any Womankind been there: 

Tome; ſhe did, and thereinto he told _ = 


It on her, and ſhe haſted thence away. 
And when unto her Mother-in-Law ſhe came, 


— 


3 


No young Men, whether poor or rich, go after: 
- 
For all the City of my People knows, 

Thou art a Woman truly vertuous; | 
And now, though I am Kin undoubtedly, 


If he will like a Kinſman do thee right, 
And till the Morning at his Feet ſhe lay 


He alſo ſaid, Bring here thy Veil, and hold 
Six Meaſures full of Barley, and did lay, 


Art thou, ſaid ſhe, my Daughter, come again? jo bu 
Then what the Man had done ſhe told, and ſaid, hou 
He theſe ſix Meaſures full of Barley laid ff R. 
| Upon me, for ſaid he, This I beſtow, In bi 


Leaſt to thy Mother thou ſhould'ſt empty go. [he K 


| Then, faid ſhe, fir till Daughter, cill thoutee y ie 
What the Event of this Intrigue will bez pon 


For till the Man this Day hath made an end, Prig 
No Satis|action will on him attend. 
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: BA ND Boaz went up to the City Gate, 
And after a ſhort ſpace, while there he ſate, 
he Kinſman, of whom he had ſpoke, came by, 

o whom he ſaid, Ho, ſuch a one, draw nigh, 
nd fit down here: He came and ſate him down: 
hen he took Ten Men, Elders of the Town, 

Ind causd them to ſit down. Then to the Man 

hat was of Kin, thus he his Speech began, 

emi, ſaid he, who not long ſince ſojourn'd 
mongſt the Moabites, is now return'd; 

ad doth intend to ſell a piece of Ground, 

he which. Elimelech our Brother own'd : + 
d now to give thee notice, I thought fit, 
hat if thou pleaſeſt, thou may*'ſt purchaſe it, 

$ Preſence of theſe Men aſſembled here: 1 

hen if thou wilt redeem it, now declare 

by Mind, but if thou wilt not, then let me, 

Yr thou art next of Kin, and I next thee. 

hen ſaid the Kinſman, I will it redeem. 

3% reply'd, if good to thee it ſeem 

d buy it of the Hand of Naomi, 

hou alſo art oblig'd the fame to buy 
Ruth the Moabiteſs, Wife o th? dead, 
his Inheritance to raiſe up Seed. 
he Kinſman ſaid, I cannot do this thing 

h ſelt, leaſt 1 bring 

pon mine own Inheritance, what's mine 
right, therefore I now to thee reſiggg. 
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Now this in Ira did a Cuſtom ſtand, 
Concerning changing and redeeming Land; 
To put all Controverſie to an end, 

A Man pluck'd off his Shooe, and gave his Friend: 
And this in Iſrae] was an Evidence, 

When e'er they changed an Inheritance. 


Then faid the, Kinſman unto Boaz, do 
Thou take my Right. And off he pluck'd his Shoot th 
Then Boaz, to the Elders thus did ſay, amo 
And to the People, All of you this Day 5 che 
+ Appear for me as Witneſſes, that!?! nd i 
Have bought all of the hand of Nom, Je tl 
That was Elimelech's, or did belong Ind i 
Either to Aablon or to Chilion: . ath | 
And Ruth the Moabitefs, - who ſome time 1 


Was Mablons Wife, I've purchas d to be mine, e. 
Still co preſerve alive the dead Man's Name tis S 
On his Inheritance, leaft that the ſanmne J 
Should in the Gate where he inhabited, Ye, | 
Or 'mongſt his Brethren be extinguiſhed : 

& Behold, this Day, my Witneſſes you are. TY 
Then all che People that were preſent there, | 
And Elders ſaid, We ate thy Witneſſes: 
May God this. Woman thou haſt taken bleſs, 

= That ſhe like Rachel, and like Leah be, 

= Which two did build up Iaes Familiy: 
And thou in Epbratab exalt thy Name, | 
And through the Town of Berblens ſpread thy Fam. 
And may the Seed which God ſhall giye to the? 
Of this young Woman, full as proſperous be, 
As was the Houſe of Pharez heretofore,  _ 
 CPharez, whom Tamar unto Judah bore.) 
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o he took Ruth, and as his Wife he knew her, 
nd God was pleaſed, when he went in to her, 
Jo grant the Blefling of Conception, 
Ind ſhe accordingly bare him a Son. 
hen ſaid the Women, Bleſſed be the Lord! 
leſs thou him Naomi, who doth afford 
Jo thee this Day a Kinſman, which ſhall be 
Famous in Ie! ; and ſhall be to thee 
s the Reſtorer of thy Life again, 
Ind in thy drooping Age ſhall thee ſuſtain:  -_ RB 
or that thy Daughter-in-Law, who loves thee well | 
nd in thy Sight doth Seven Sons excel, {| 
ath born this Child. Then Naomi took the Boy 
o Nurſe, and did him in her Boſom lay: 5 A 
er Neighbours too, gave him a Name, for why, 
Inis Son, ſay they, is born to Nom: | 
hey calld him Obed, from whoſe Loins did ſpring 4 
Tſe, the Sire of David, TraePs King. 8 
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WY Hen Iſae ls Sins th? Almighty did orovols Thy 
i \ / To make them ſubject ro Philiſtine Y oke Phe 
For forty Years : In Zorah dwelt a Man, \ 

His Name Manoab, of the Tribe of Dan 
His Wife was barren, unto whom appeared | 
The Angelof the Lord. and thus declared: | 
Though thou, ſaid he, art barren, time ſhall come ind 
Thou ſhalt enjoy the Bleſſi ing of thy Womb; 
Now therefore I intreat thee to refrain 
From Wine, ſtrong Drink, and thingsthar are uncleat 
For lo, thou ſhalt conceive and bear a Son, 
Upon whoſe Head there thall no Razor come, Phat 
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Neither did he make known to me his Name: jſom a 


i For he to God a Nazarite ſhall be, oy Uanca 
q And ſhall begin to ſt his People free PEEL 4 
g From the Philiſtine Yoke. The V Voraan came Ihen 
. And t d her Husband, ſhe had ſeen a Man Pf all 
Of God. his dreadful | look made me, faid ue, pe ma 
Think him an Angel ef thc Lo. d to be: ſor m 
But | enquired no; from whence he came, or me 


But thus he fed Thou ſhalt conceive a Son; noa 
R Wher elole Meng Drink and Wine, ſee that chouſhu — Us 
Y e the 

Al ear 
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And have a care that thou be not defil'd 
With things that are unclean; for why, the Child 
Shall from his Separation from the Womb, | 
Become a Nazarite, ev'n to his Tomb. 

Manoah then did ſupplicate the Lord, 

And ſaid, O Lord, be pleaſed to afford 
This Favour unto me, to ſend again 
The Man of God, more fully to explain 
del Thy Will to us, that we may rightly know, _ 
ke When this Child ſhall be born, what we muſt do. 
an, HNnd to Manoabs Prayer God gave Ear, 
)arfAnd to his Wife the Angel did appear 

Again, as ſhe did in the Field retire, ,. 

At ſuch time as her Husband was not nigh her. 1 
ie And ſhe made haſte, and ran, and ſtreight declared 
nto her Husband, that the Man appeared |; 
gain, whom ſhe had ſeen the other Day. 
clea${2noah then aroſe, and went his way, 

Ind when he came, he ſaid, Art thou the Man 
hat ſpakeſt to my Wife? He ſaid, Iam: 

anoah ſaid, Now let thy Words be true: 
cw ſhall we uſe the Child, what muſt we do? 
ne Ihen ſaid the Angel of the Lord, Let her 

Pf all that J have charged her beware : 7 

pe may not taſte of what comes of the Vine, 

ſor may ſhe drink ſtrong Drink, or any Wine, 
or may ſhe eat of things that are unclean, 
om all that I have ſaid, let her refrain. 

noah {aid unto the Angel, ſtay 
ou ſhiith us, till we have drefs'd a Kid, I pray. 

the reply?d, though thou ſhalt me detain, 
AJ eat no Bread, but if hon doſt deſign 
. 8 2 | 
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For ne'er till now, Manoab did diſcover 
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A Sacrifice unto the Lord, then offer: 
| It was a Man of God he ſpake-unto : _ 
| Then faid he to the Angel, Let me know 1 N 
Thy Name, that when theſe things ſhall be performed. 


E The Honour due to thee may be return d. Me 
Whereto the Man of God made this Reply, 1 
Why ackeſt thou, ſince tis a Myſtery? he. 
So he a Kid, and a Meat-Off ring took, Tuo 
And offer'd to the Lord upon a Rock: Nor 
And there the Man of God did wondrouſly, AW 
s The whilſt Manoab and his Wife ſtood bo: [off 
PFor as the Altar did fend up the Flame, et! 
The Man of God aſcended in the ſame: ut r 
Aanoah and his Wife ſtood looking on, t w: 
And on their Faces to the Ground fell down. Po { 
But then the Angel did appear no more. ) pol 
Manoah then knew who he was: Therefore ben 
He ſaid unto his Wife, Moſt ſurely we Lo 7. 
Shall die, for we the Face of God did ſee. Amo 
But ſhe reply'd, If God would ſuch a thing, hen 
He would not now accept our Offering,  PÞandt 
Or would he have to us theſe things made knownPur ht 
Or toldus, as at this time he hath done. And! 
And now (according to the Angels Word) ind v 
The Woman bare a Son, to whom the Lord nd i 
Was pleas'd, his Bleſſing graciouſly to give; To tab 
She call'd him Sampſen, and the Child did thrive: The 
And lo! the Spirit of the Lord began, Find ! 
At times to move him in the Camp of Dan. lee to 
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CH AP, XIV. 


Ie O w down to Timnah Sampſon” in incline, 
'd, Where ſeeing the Daughter of a Philiſtine, 


He came up and did of his Parents crave, 
That he in Marriage might the Woman have. 
hen thus his Father and his Mother ſaid, _ 

Mongft all thy Kin canſt thou find nc'er a Maid ; 
Nor yet among my People, fit to make 

\ Wite, but thou wilt this Philiſtine take, 

Of Race uncircumciſed ? He replied, 

et her for me, for 'm well ſatisfied. 
But neither of his Parents then did know, 
t was the Lord that moved him thereto, 
0 ſeek a way to accompliſh his Deſigns, 
pon the then o'er-ruling Philiſtines, 

Then Sampſon and his Parents both went down 
To Timnab, and as they came near the Town, 
 Pmong the Vineyards a young Lion roard; 
hen on him came the Spirit of the Lord, 

\nd though unarm'd, he rent him like a Kid, 
ownPÞut he diſcover'd not to them the Deed: _ 
\nd he went down, and with the Woman treated, 
ind was well pleas d to have the Match compleated. 
ind in a while as he return'd again 
o take his Wife, behold, where he had ſlain | 
'e: The Beaſt, he there 1 of Bees ſet Eye on, 55 

Find Honey! in the Carcaſe of the Lion: 
le took thereof, and eating, on he wen t, 

Dad to his Parents did a part preſent, 
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And hay did alſo eat, but did not know 

That from the Lion's Carcaſe it did flow. | 
do down his Father went unto the Woman, 
And Sampſon made a Feaſt, as it was common 
Among young Men. The Philiſtines provide 
Thirty Companions with him to abide ; 

And Sahnpſon laid unto them, now behold, 

I have a Riddle for you to unfold, 

| Which if you do before the Seven Days Feaſt 
Be ended, I will give to every Gueſt 
s A Sheet and change of Garments, butif ye 
Cannot declare it, you ſhall give tome 
Full Thirty Sheets, and Thirty Changes too: 


And Sampſon ſaid, The Eater ſent forth Meat, 


And they could not in Three Days find it out, 

9 | Wherefore before the ſeventh came about, 

They ſaid unto his Wiſe, Thou muſt entice 

1 Thy Husband to diſcover this Device, 

| Leaſt we burn thee, and all thy Father's Houſe : 
I it not fo, that ye have called us 

To make a Spoil ? And Sampſon's Wife wept ſore, 


Io put a Riddle to my Countrymen, 
| And not tell't me: And he reply*d agen, 
. I have not told my Father or my Mother, 
4 And ſhall Inow to thee this thing diſcover. 
And ſhe continually before him wept, 
During the time the Feaſting Days were kept: 
1 And now behold it came to paſs that he, 

* reaſon of her ene | 


Ihen ſaid ney! What's thy Riddle, let ns know ? 


| And from the Strong there came a thing moſt ſweet. þ 


. And ſaid, Thou doſt but hate me, and no more; 
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bi on the Seventh Day to her ol” 
The Riddle. which ſhe to her Brethren told; 
and e' er the Sun went down, on that fame Day, 
The Philiſtines to Sampſon thus did ſay, 
What is more {weet than Honey? What more ſtrong 
Than i a Lien? And he laid, Howlong 
Would it have been, e'er you had underſtood 
his thing, had you not wich my Heifer plow'd? 
Then came the Spirit of the Lord upon 
im, and he haſted down to Astelon, 
\nd Thirty of the Philiſtines he flew, 
und took their Cloaths, and gave the Garments due 
o every one of them that had diſcloſed 
he meaning of the Riddle he propoſed, 
nd towards them his Anger fiercely burned, 
Ind he unto his Father's Houſe returned, 
ut Sampſon's Wife was given unto one 
That was his Friend and chief Companion. 


Et. 
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C HAP. XV. 
Ut in a while, as dampſon viſited 


His Wife, in the Wheat u ret with a Kid, 
0 her into her Chamber he wou'd 80, | 


be which her Father Would not let him do; 

t ſaid, I thought that thou had!t quite toricok her, 
herefore gave conſent, and thy Friend took her. 
oth not her Siſter's Beauty: hers exceed, 

frough young : ? | pray then take lier in lier ſtead. 
34 And 
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Did 
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And Sampſon ſaid, I ſhall more blameleſs be 


And all the Olives of the Philiſtines. 


| i And burnt with Fire, her and her Father both. 
And Sampſon ſaid though you have done this thing, 


And my avenging Hand ſhall ceaſe hereafter : 
And hip and thigh he ſmote them with great ſlaughteqp*nd 


Halt done this thing, to bring this Evil now, 


r 
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pot 

Than they, though I ſhall do them injury, did 
And then he caught Three hundred Foxes, and Ther 
Turn d Tail to Tail, and put a fiery Brand To b 
Between Two Tails, and ſetting fire thereto, And 
Into the ſtanding Corn he let them go, That 


And burnt both Shocks, and ſtanding Corn and Vine nd 


Then they enquired who this thing had done, 
And were inform'd , it was the Timnite's Son: 
Becauſe his Father took his Wife away, 

And gave her his Companion to enjoy. 

And the Philiſtines came up, full of Wrath, 


A farther Evil I will on you bring, 


And he return'd, and came up to the top her 
Of Etam, and dwelt there upon the Rock. lave 
hen the Philiſtines up to Judab went, Pcho 
And in the Vale of Leh; pitch'd their Tent. Vich 
Then faid the Men of Judah for what reaſon Ho Tr 

Are you come up againſt us at this ſeaſon ? Nec 
And they made anſwer, we are come to bind and 
Sampſen, to do to him in the ſame kind Be b. 

As he hath done to us: Then there wentup | nd 
Three thouſand Men of Judab to the top 1e 

Of the Rock Etam, and to Sam pſen laid, This 
Do'ſt thou not know that we have long obey' d BY T 
The Philiſtines? Wherefore is it that thou 87 
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pon us, let us know it? Then ſaid he 
did to them, as they have done to me: 

Then ſaid they we are come, and have brought bands, 

To bind, and give thee up into their hands: 

And he made anſwer, you ſhall ſwear unto me, 

That you your ſelves no Injury will do me: 

ine And they reply'd, No, no, we will but bind thee, 

We will nor kill thee, hut to them reſign thee: 

And they took two newCords,and therewith tied him, 
und from the Rock where he abode convey him: 
Whom when they to the Camp at Lehi brought 
The Philiſtines againſt him gave a ſhout: 

And mightiiy the Spirit of the Lord 
Lame on him, and like burning Flax each cord 
g, hat was upon his Arms became, the Bands | 
Were likewiſe ſeparated from his Hands. 
And he the Jawbone of an Aſs eſpied. 
hte nd took and ſmote them till a Thouſand died: 
hen ſaid he with an Afs's Jawbone I 
Have made mine Enemies in heaps to lie: 

Pcho'd I have deſtroy d a Thouſand Men 

ith this ſame worthleſs Aiſ's Jaw : And when 

He made an endl to {peak, it came to pals 

Ne caſt away the Jawbone of the Ass, 

And tid, Now let che place where this was done 

Be by che Name of Ramath- Lebi known. 

nd he was fore a thirſt, and to the Lord 
He cried, and ſaid, O Lord. thou didft afford 
This great Deliverance, and now ſhall J. 
by reaſon of my Thirſt fall down and die, 

And fall into the molt accurſed Hands 

Of theſe uncircumcis d Philiſtine Bands? 


But 
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But God was pleas d to cleave an hollow place, 
Within the Jaw, from whence! did Water paſs: 
Whereof when he had drank, his Spirit came 
As heretofore, and he reviv'd again: 

S Wherefore that place, which is in Levi, bore 
VUnto this Day the Name of En hakkore. = 
And in the Days the Philiftines bore ſway, 

Trael for Twenty Years did him obey. 
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N ] And when the Gazites heard he was come thither : 
* Straightway they gathered thentſelves together 
W To compaſs him about, and lay in wait 


All Night, to take him in the City Gate, 
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Te morrow we ſhall kill him when 'tis Day. 
And he till Midnight lay, and then aroſe, 
4 And with the City Gates away he goes, 

1 Bearing the Poſts, and bar and all away, 
And on an Hil near Hebron did them lay. 
And afterward it came to pals he ſaw, 
And lovd a Woman named Delilah, | 

1 Who in the Vale of Soreh dwelt, to whom 
There did the Lords of the Philiſtines come, 
And ſaid, if thou wilt but entice him to reveal 


wa 


Where lies his Strength, and which way we may 


CHAP. NXVL - 
3 L Hen down to Gaza Sampſon Went, and there 
19ꝙ8&ſ, ͤ8eeing an Harlot, went in unto her. 


And they were ſtill all Night, for why? ſay they, 
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ith him, to bind him, to afflict him, we 
ich one will give a great reward to thee. 

Ind ſhe to Sampſon ſaid, I pray thee, tell 
herein thy Strength doth other Men excel, 

d how thou may'ſt be bound: And he reply'd, 
they with Seven green Withs thatne'er were dried, 
all bind me Hand and Foot, I ſhall be then 
5 weak and impotent as other Men. 7 
hen the Philiſtine Lords for her provide 
he Seven green Withs which never had been dried, 
nd ſhe therewith did bind him, (now there were 

Len lying in wait whom the had placed there) 
ben the cry'd out, and ſaid, Now Sampſon ſtand. 
e [by ground, for the Philiſtines are at hand. 
Ind ſtreight he brake the Withs, and they became 
- hike to a thred of Tow when toucht with flame: 
p was his Strength not found out. Then ſaid ſhe, 
jympſon, behold, thou haſt deceived me, x 
Ind told me lyes : Therefore no longer blind me, 
t tell, I pray thee, wherewith I may bind thee : 
ind me with Ropes that ne'er were ug, ſaid he; 
hen weak as other Men are, fhall I bez I 
gde therefore took New Ropes, and bound him, and 
fryd, Sampſon, the Philiſtines are at Hand: : 
ind inthe Chamber there were Men lay hid) 
nd from his Arms he brake them like a Thread. 
hen ſaid ſhe, Thou haſt mock d me hitherto, _ | 
Ind told me Lyes : Now tell we what to do 
Jo bind thee. He reply'd, Thou with the Web 

Laſt interweave the Seven Locks of my Head. 
ea: ſhen ſhe his Locks did faſten wich the Pin, 
ith nd ſaid, the Philiſtines are coming in, 
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| And Pin and Web, and all away he took. 
Then ſaid ſhe, How canſt thou pretend to love meter 


For now, behold, thou haſt deceiv'd me thrice, 


- Srriptural Poems. 
Shift, Sampſon, for thy ſelf ; then he awoke, 


owbt 


When thus thy Doing towards me diſprove thee ? bo, l 
nd a 
And haſt not told me where thy great Strength lies r to 
At length his Soul being vext exceedingly, heir 


By reaſon of her Importuniy r: d th 
He told the Secrets of his Heart, and ſaid, dor ( 
Never yet Razor on my Head was laid; nd f 
For I have been to God a Nazarite, _ im t 
Even from the Day that firſt I ſaw the Light: nd 1 
Wherefore like other Men, if I am ſhaven, = amp 

I ſhall be weak, and of my Strength bereaven. nd f 
And when ſhe ſaw that he had told her all fete 
| The Secrets of his Heart, ſhe {nt-to call nd | 
The Lords of the Philiſtines, Come, faid ſhe, hat 
This once, for now he hath made known to me Et 


© The very Truth. Then they came up together, Ihe 


And brought the Money in their Hands to give her. H 


= Then down wp ſleep upon her Knees (he laid him, Df N 
And call'd a Man, who of his Locks betray'd him, 


her 
And to afflict him ſhe began, and then eſid 
His Strength became like that of other Men: bol 
Then faid ſhe, Sampſen, thy Philiſtine Foes ehe 
Are juſt at hand: And he from ſleep aroſe, nd 
And as at other times went forth to ſhake him, ) Li 


Not knowing that the Lord did now for ſake him. his 


But the Philiftines ſeized him, and brought = 7 
im down to Gaza, having firſt put out ; \nd 
lis Eyes, and did with brazen Fetters bind W. 

End made him in- the Priſon-Houſe to grind. \NC 
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Dowbeit the Hair upon his Head began, 
meter he had been ſhaved, to grow again. 
e > ſhen the Philiſtine Lords together met, 
nd a Thankſgiving-day apart they ſer, 
r to rejoice, and unto Dagon pay  _ 
heir higheſt Service, For our God, fay they, 
id this: And when the People did behold 
dor Captive Sampſon, they their, God extoll'd, 
nd ſaid, our God, Hath given into our hand, 
im that deſtroy'd us, and laid waſte our Land. 
nd in their heighth of Mirth. they ſent to call 
ampſon, to come and make ſport tor them all. 
nd from the Priſon-Houſe they brought him, and 
Between the Pillars they ſet him to ſtand 
nd there he made them Sport. Then to the Lag 
hat led him by the Hand, thus Sampjor ſaid, : 
flet me now feel the Pillars that ſuſtain | 
„ The Houſe, that I my ſelf thereon may lean, 
her. Now in the Houle there was a mighty Throng 
m, Df Men and Women gather'd, and among 
m, Them, all the Lords of the Philiſtines wefe: 
eſides, upon the Roof there Cid appear, 
bout Three thouſand Men and Women, who 
held, while Sampſen made them ſport below. 
nd Sampſon calling on the Lord did ſay, 
Lord, my God, remember me, I pray, 
m. This once give Strength, that I aveng'd' may be 
Pf thoſe Philiſtines who have blinded me. 
nd with his Right-hand and his Left, he held 
Two middle Pillars which the Houſe upheld ; 
\nd ſaid, Let me with the Philiſtines die, 
ypbeifind then he bow'd himſelf moſt mightily : 
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And down the Houſe fell on the Lords, and all 
The People that were in't: So that the tall H 
Thereof, flew at his Dying many more, 
Than he had ſlain in all his Life before. 

hben did his Brethren, and his Kinsfolks come 
And took him up, and brought him with them home 
And laid him in his Fathers Sepulchre, Fw 
When he had judged Jae! Twency Year. 17 


CHRIST leſſe 
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A ND Teſus, Teeing the Multitudes, aſcended 
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HRIS T's Sermon on the Mount 


Matth. Chap. V. 


Up to a Mount, where ſitting, and attended 
y his Diſciples; he began to Preach, 
nd on this manner following did them teach. 
efſed are all ſuch as are poor in Spirit, 


for they the Heav'nly Kingdom do inherit. 


leſſed are they that Mourn: For in the ſtead 
hereof ſhall Comfort be adminiſtred. )_ 
leſled are they, whoſe Meekneſs doth excel: 
or on the Earth their Portion is to dwell. 


Pleſſed are they, who after Righteouſneſs 


lunger and Thirſt : For they ſhall it poſſels. 


| Pefledare they, for they ſhall Mercy find, 


Vho to do mercitully are enclin'd. 
leſſed are all ſuch as are pure in Heart: 
or God his Preſence ſhall to them impart. 
leſſed are they that do make Peace: For hy? 


„They ſhall be call'd the Sons of the Moſt High. 
T leſled are they which ſuffer for the fake 


f Righteouſneſs: For they of Heav'n partake. | 
leſſed are ye, when Men hall falſly ſpeak _ 
Il kind of Ill againſt you for my ſake, 

nd ſhall revile, and perſecute you ſore; 
ejoyce, and be excceding glad ea SEP 
or your Reward in Heav'n will be great: 
or thus of Old thev did the Prophets treat. 
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Ve are the alt Oth' Earth; but where with muſt 


be Salt be ſeaſon d when the ſavour's loſt? 
Ice is from thenceforth good for nothing, but 


To be caſt out, and trodd'n under foot. 
Le are the Light oth' World: A City ſet 
Upon an Hill cannot be hid: Nor yet 


4 Do Men a Candle with a Buſhel cover, 
But ſet it where it lights the whole Houſe over. 
So ſhine your Light, your Good Work's ſeen thereh 


Men may your Heavenly Father Glorifie. 
Think not that to deſtroy the Law I came, 
Or Prophets; no, but to fulfil the ſame. 
For till the Heav'n and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
One jot or tittle from the Law, I ſa 
Shall never paſs, till all ſhall be complete. 
Whoſo therefore preſumes to violate, - 


One of theſe leaſt Commands, and teacheth o,. 


Shall in God's Kingdom be accounted low: 
But he that doth, and teacheth them likewiſe, 
Shall in God's Kingdom have great Dignities. 
For I declare unto you, that unleſs 

You ſhall exceed the Scribe and Phariſees 

In Righteouſneſs : You ſhall on no condition, 
Into the Heavenly Kingdom gain admiſſion. 


= Ye've heard 'twas ſaid of Old; Thou ſhalt not kill: 
And he incurs the Judgment who ſhall {pill 

= His Brothers Blood: But I to you parte 5 
th That he that's wroth without a cauſe, ſhall bear 


The Judgment: Likewiſe of the Council he 


That ſay 2 Rac ba ſhall in danger be: 
ZBut 0 er ſhall ſay thou Fool, the ſame 


5 Shall be in danger of Eternal Flame. 


VVhe 


Vhen 


hy ( 
hy 1 
efore 
ill th 
hen 
lake 
hilſt 
eſt h 


/nto 
nto 

Ind t. 
do al 


ill th 
eve 
hat! 


ut 1] 


ho \ 
nd if 
uck 
Fit 


hy 2 


Ic it 
-#1d e 


uch 


han 


hath 


fs WV 
bt wil 


cep 
akes 
Pur 


_ Scriptural Poems. 33 
hen therefore to the Altar thou doſt bring 
hy Gift, and there rememFreſt any ching 9 
hy Brother hath againſt thee: Leave it there \. 
efore the Altar, and come thou not near, 
ill thou haſt firſt made Reconciliation, 
hen may?ſt thou come and offer thine Oblation. 
lake an Agreement with thine Adverſary 
F rhilſt thou art in the way, and do not tarry; ; LAY 
rehgeſt he at any time deliver thee e 
nto the Judge, and by the Judge thou be +.) 08 
Into the Officer forthwith reſign d, 1 "oY 
Ind to Impriſonment thou be confin'd ; $ 
Ido affirm thou {halt not be enlarg'd, 
ill thou the utmoſt Farthing haſt dilcharg' d. 
e've heard. that they of Old did teſtifie, 
hat Men ſhould not commit Adultery : 
nt ] pronounce him an Adulterer, 
ho views a Woman to luſt after her; 
nd if thy Right Eye ſhall offenſive be, 
uck thou it out and cat the fame from thee ; 
'r it is batter loſe one, than chat all 
hy Members thou'd into Hell Torments fall. 
nd it thy Right Hand doch offend cut off it, 
id caſt it from thee, for it will thee profit 
uch rather, that one of thy Members tell, 
han that they ſhould be all condemn'd to Hell, 
hach been ſaid, whoſo away ſhall force 
js Wife, ſhall give her a Bill of, Divorce: 
it whoſoeꝰ'er ſhall put his Wife away, 
cept for Fornication's fake, I fay, 
akes her Adult'reſs, and who Marries her, 
put away, is an Adulterer. J 
TR Y{ Again: 
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FO ve ve heard, Thou ſhalt not be fibres, 
| Was ancient Doctrine, buÞthou ſhalt perform J Ec 
© Unto the Lord thine Oaths : But | declare, T1 
© That you ſhall not at all preſume to Swear, _ A 
Neither by Heaven, for it is Gds Throne, = W 
Nor by the Earth, for his Foot ſt:nds th ereon: || 1 
Neither Swear by Feruſalem, for why? | As 
4 It is the City of the King Moſt High:  _ | 

1 Nor Swear thou by thine "Head, for thou canſt make © 
No Hair thereof to be or white or black: 
But let Yea, yea; Nay, nay, in Speech ſuffice, | 

| For what is more from Evil doth ariſe. 1 
$44 ve heard, it hath been ſaid; Eye for an Eye, 

| And Tooth for Tooth: But 1 do teſtifie, 5 


That you fhall not reſiſt; but let him ſmite | Ec 

Thy. left Cheek alſo, who aſſaults thy right. V. 
g And if that any by a Law Suit ſhall 18 
Demand thy Coat, let them have Cloak and all. 1 
And whoſoe er compelleth thee to go 1 
A Mile, refuſe not to go with him two. T. 
Give him that asketh, and from him that may Th 


Have need to borrow, turn not thou away. (Friend . 
| Ye've heard, 'twas ſaid: That thou ſhalt love thy Bu 
And hate thy Foe: But let your love extend Ne 
Unto your Enemies: Thus I declare, [ 
W Bleſs them that Curſe, do good to them that bear | * 
4 Ill will, and for your Perſecutors pray, 

. And them that do reproach you; that you may 
i Be Children of your Father that's in Heaven; 
For he on good and bad alike hath given 

His Sun to we, apdi in like manner doth 


ake 


end 


thy | 


For they love in the corners of the Streets, 


Fol 


For what is your Reward, if you love che 


As is your Father perfect that's in Heav'n. 


Proclaim what thou art giving to the Poor; 
As is the manner of the Hy pocrites 


r — 4. 


"Serigtural Poems. 5 — | 


8 2 ” „ 
— , — — 8 


That love you? Do not Publicans the ſame? 
And if your Brethren only you ſalute, 1 
What more than they do ye? They alſo do't: 

I will therefore that you be perfect, evin g 
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Ake heed you 401 not your Aim Gee beo 
Before Men, purpoſely to make a ho 
For then there will no recompence be given 
Unto you of your Father that's in Heaven: 21 
With found of Trumpet do not thou therefore 


* — * 
„ 


To do i'th Synagogues, and in the Streets; 0M 
That Men'may give them Praiſes. Verily *' 42 
They have their Recompence I teſtifie. 
But when thou doſt Alms, let thy left hand know. 
Not what thy yzight hand is about to do: "0M 
That giving lecretly, thy Father may, 
Who ſees in ſecret openly repay. 5 50 
And when thou Pray'ſt be not as Hypocrites; 1E 


And in the Synagogues to ſtand and Pray, 957 * 
There to be ſeen: They've their Reward I ſay. 
But thou, when thou doſt make thy Pray 't, 20 this 
Into thy Cloker, ſhut thy Door unto thee, 


. 1 — "Sceipturat Por ins 


2 


"FF in ſeeret 0 K ny Father cr Ys 

4 | Who ting thee ſhall TCW Yeh LICL OBE nly. 
But wha > ve 175 Wy not K dere, 

4 As Heathens do, zor che ff tio! their Petitions 
FPrevail, 2 thi CY the fame do mi auttiply: 

Be ye not wy to them herefore 705 or Why; 

4 E Your Fate: n need before 
Lou ask him, ouch pray ye therefore, 


1 
1 


| © © Our Fathef which art in Heav'n, thy Name alone 
Be hallowed. Thy glorious Kingdom come. 
94 by Will be done on Earth as tis in Heavin. 
Giee us this day our daily Bread. And ev'n 

'Y As we'remit our Debtors. grant Remiſſion 
Tous. And lead us not into Temptation, 

4 But from all Evil do thou us deliver; J 


1 , "0 \ 


Alen. 


ror if you do forgive Wes that offend 
E Your Heavenly Father will to von extend 
tary ; but it t, nor will he {pare, 


3 | Moreover when you Faſt beware leſt 30 
Lock ſad, as Hypocrites are wont to do; 
A For they diſguile their Faces, that they may 
WA ppear to Faſt: They've their reward I fay. 


And waſh thy Face, that undiſcovered 

9 hy Faſting may be unto Men, but rather 
hat chou be ſeen in ſecret of thy Father: 
and then thy Father who in lecrecy 


Y Tor thi Kingdom Fou, r and Glory's thine for ever. 


At any time when you Offenders are. * 
; * thou, when thou doſt Falt, anoint thine Head 


2 holds thee, ſhall reward thee openly. 35 


Tr. 


| And where by Thiev es You may be guite bereavend 
-F But ! ay up 1 rcalure for Your Selxes in He 1 8 
x 9 3 4 
Where neither Moth nor Ruſt, nor I hie ves can enter 
For where's your Trealure there yorr Hearts will 


Then thy whole Body will be full of Light: 


' Ye cannot ſerve both God and Mammon too. 


'The doartis thereof ? behoid the fowls o th? air, 
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EF ay not up Trealare for your ſelves ! in 1970 wy 
Upon de Earth, where Moth and Ruſt devour, 


The Eye's the light o'th” Body, which if right (center 


But if thine Eye be evil, then thete will 
A total Darkneſs thy whole Body fill. 

If cheretore all the Light that is in thee 4 
Be Daikneis, How great mult that Darkneſs be ? 

No Man can ferve Two Maſters, either nge 
Will hate one, and love other, or will be 
Faithful to one, and t'other will forego. 


Take no thought therefore for your Life,] ſay, 
What you ſhall eat or drink; or how you may 
Your Bodies cloath: Is not the life much more 
Than meat, is not the Body far before 


Nor fow nor reap, nor take they any care: 

How they proviſion into barrs may gather; 
Yet they are nouriſh'd by your Heavenly Father: 
Are ye not worth much more ? Which of you can 
By taking thought add to his height one pant. - 
And why for raiment are ye taking thought 2 

See how the Lilies grow, they labour not, 

Nor do they ſpin; yer Solomon, I f. ay, 

In all his Pomp had no ſuch gay Array. 

If in the Field God ſo doth cloath the Graſs, 


Which is to Day, and doth to Morrow pals 


_— 3 - 
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Into the 8 ſhall he not cheiefote „ ” 


WO ye of little Faith, cloath you much more? Þ 
Take no thought therefore, ſaying, What ſhall we eat, Þþ eaft 
[Or drink, or where ſhall we our Raiment get? 1 nd 
3 For thus the Heathen Peopieuſe to do) 


| 
i 
[1 
10 


Ask, 

i= that you need them doth your Father know. "tl 
4 But ſeek God's Kingdom, and his Righteouſneſs Tor! 
Firſt, and then all theſe things you ſhall poſſeſs. And 
® not then exercis'd with Care and Sorrow, — 
In making Preparation for the Morrow; e 
be Morrow ſhall things for it ſelf prepare: — 0" 
cent to the OT] is cach Day' LOS tas 
Toe 
| "As — 
The. 

® H A P. VI. 1 

| 41 ba 


15% not chat you may n not be judg d; for even 
As you paſs Judgment, Judgment ſhall be given: l 


4 with fuch Meaſure as you meet to Men, 1 
It ſhall be meaſur'd unto you agen Te | 
And why Caſt thou take notice of the Mote Pal 
WE That's in thy Frotter's Eye, but doſt not note 5 


be beam that's in thine own ? How wilt thou ſay Ye | 
Unto by Brother, let me take à ay 


be. Mote thats in tine Eye, when yet tis ple On 
The Beam that's in tihine own doth fall r [ema'ns: "NE ur 
"on But 
rſt caſt away the Bean, thou Hypocrite, 12. 
1 From thine own Eve, fo ſhall thy clearer Sight Ne. 
f he better be enabled to deſcry, Fact 


4. ene Peck 2 MIKE out t of PY Bre other's Eye. 
1 7 | „ 
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Seeed Pormz. 5 
ive not to Dogs the things that are Divine, 
Neither caſt ye your Pearls before the Swine, 4 
[ eaſt that they ſhould their Feet them trampls under, 
And turn upon you, and rent you atunder. 
Ask, and obtain, ſeek, and ye ſhall find; do ye 
Knock, and it ſhall be opened unto ye: 
For he that ſeeks, ſhall find, that asks, obtain, 
And he that knocks, ſhall an Admittance gain. 
Or what Man is there of you, if his Son 
Sha'l ask him Bread, "_ = give him a Stone? 
Or if he ask a Fiſh, will he beſtow _ 
JA Se pent? If then ye being evil Fnow 
To g ve your Children good Giſts, how much rathiee 
To chem that ask him, ſhall your Heav'nly Father? 
Then what you u d Men ſhou'd to vou, ſo do 
To them: for that's he Law and Prophets too. 
Enter in at the fl ait Gate, for the Road 


Tha doth unto Defteuckion lead is broad, 


And wide the Gate, and many there be chat 
Enter therein : becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, 
And narrow is the way tha is inclin'd 


To Lite, and which there are but few that find. 


Falſe Prop! gets ſhun, who in Sheeps Cloaths appear, 


But inwardly devouring Wolves they are: 


Ye by their Fruits ſhall know them Do Men either 
Pluck Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles gather ? 
Even ſo each good Tree good Fruit will produce; 24 
But a corrupt Tree Fruit Unfit for uſe: 

A good Tree cannot bring forth evil Food, 

Nor can an evil Tree bear Fruit that's 200d : 

Fach Tree that bears not 75 Fruit's hewen down 
And burnt; thus by their "eu uit they tall be known, 


4 Nat 
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Not every one that Gi Led, N bat he 
That doth my Heav'nly Father s Will ſhall be 
An Heir of Heaven: many in that day 

Will call Lord, Lord, and thus to me will ay; 
Have we not Propheſied in thy Name? 

Caſt Devils out, done Wonders in the ſame ? 

And then will I p: ofeſs I know you not: 

Depart from me ye that have Exil wrought. 
Whoſo therefore theſe Sayings of mine doth hear, 
And doth them, to a Wiſe Man I compare, 
The which upon a Rock his Building toi unde; 
The Rain deſcended and the Floods fur rounded, 
„The Winds aroſe, and gave ic many a ſhock, 
And it tell not, being founded on a Rock. 3 
And ev'ry one that hears theſe Sayings of mine hes 
And not to do them doth his Heart éncline, ut He 
Unto a Fooliſh Man ſhall be compar'd, dee f 
Who his Foundation on the Sand picpar'd; Shi 
"The Rain deſcended and the Floods were great, e Pa 
The Winds did blow, and vehementiy beat pr 7 
Againſt that Houſe; and down the Building came, uct! 
And mighty was the down fal of the ſame. no! 
And now when Y thus had finiſhed cha 
Fs Sayings, the Pe olle were alloniſhed hen 
wr heat: for not as do the Scribes tau a he Und ec 
i hm, but as one that þ ad { authort y. RY nd « 
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prophtey of Jonah, 
EC HA p. L 


O W unto Tonah, old Anita? $ Son, e 
Thus did the Word of the Almighty come, 
And faid, Ariſe 5 Go thou forthwith & cry 

| 'Gainit that great City Nine weh; for Why, 

e dins thereof ate come up in my f felt. 

at he aroſe, that he to Tarſhiſu might 1 

ke frem God's Preſence; and went down & found 

Ship ar Joppa unto Terjbiſn bound: | 

e paid the Fare, and with them went on board 
Pr Tarſhiſnh, from the Preſence of the Lord. 
e, jut the Almighty a great Wind did raiſe, 

Ind ſent a mighty Tempeſt on the Seas, 

that the Ship was likely to be broken. 

hen were the Marines with Horror ſtrucken; 

1d to his God they ci ied eviyonss.. 

nd over-board was the Ships lading thrown 8 

0 lighten it: but down inte che Ship 15 

as Jonah gone, and there lay faſt aſleep. 

to him came the Maſter and did ſay, 

That meaneſt thou, O Sleeper! Riſe and pray 
nto thy God, and he perhaps will hear, 

i I d {. we us fi om the danger that we fear. 


Then 


1 
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What Country- man art th 


Alone hath made the Sea and dry Land too. 

Then were the Men exceedin;Jy afraid; 

And, wherefore haft thou done this thing? boy's Fi 
(For they did underſtand he did forgo 


| 9 And ſaid, we do beſeech thee, and we pray, 
oO lord, "that thou would'ſt not upon us lay ö 
The charge of guiltleſs Blood, nor let it be, | | 


Take this Man's Life away; for thou alone, 


4 As it hath pleaſed thee, 
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Then ſaid FR to each other, come, let's try, hey 
By caſting Lots, on whom the Fault doth lie, mi 
In bringing all this evi now upon us nd 
So they caſt Lots, and the Lot fell on Jonas. 5 
Then ſaid they, we intreat thee let us know, | D 


For whoſe cauſe we this evil undergo, 

Whence comeſt thou? hy, of is thine Occupation? 
And of what Natio 

And unto them himſelf he did declare, 

And ſaid, I am an Hebrew, and do fear 

The Living Lord, the God of Heaven, who 


e ne hafiold them ſo.) 
hat ſhall we do unto thee then they ſaid, thc 
That ſo the raging of the Sea be ſtay d? 


= rea! 
= (For it did rage and foam.) Take me, ſaid he, 8 

(ag | : >N | 
And caſt me over board into the Sea; 4 | 

De 

So ſha!l the Sea be calm, for on my ſcore 2d 1 

W JI know it is, that thus the Waves do roar. ke 

= Nevertheleſs they rowed hard to gain 5 

. the 

Tue Land, but all their labour Wa: in vain; Fang 

So much againſt them did the Tempelt beat. 
J all 
Wherefore they the Almighty did entreat, ay; 


That now we periſh, on thi account that we 17 


2, G Lord, haſt done 
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hey tcok Jonah up, and to the Seas 
mitted him, then did the Tempeſt ceaſe. | 

en did the Dread of the Great God on high, 
e on the Mariners exceedingly. 
chey did offer up a Sacrifice, 
1 vowed Vows unto the Lord likewiſe. 
| now the Lord for Jonah did contrive © 
nghty Fiſh. to {wallow'im up alive, 
d in the Fiſh's Belly for the ſpace 

Free days and 1988 nights, poof 10 Was. 


n? 
tio 


einn 
| New the Lord his God then Fonah pra ay'd 
Out of the Belly of the Fiſh, and ſaid, 
Ixreaſon of Affliction which lay ſore 
gon me, I the Lord God did implore, 
d he gave Ear; and from Hell's Belly ! 
d unto thee. and thou, Lord, heard'ſt my Cry; 
thou into the Deep | hadſt caſt me out, 
i there the Floods did compaſs me about, 
the midſt of the Sea, thy Waves w ere ſent, 
Fall thy Billows which my Head o'er went. 
en ſaid I though thy Preſence hath forſook 
to thy Holy Temple will I look. 
e Waters compaſſed about my Soul, 
i the great Deeps did round about me rowl, 


e Weeds were wrapt about my Head, I went. 
vn to the bottom of the Elemente 3 
The 


| The Earth with her ſtrong bas ſurrounded me, 


„ r e e 
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Yet thou; O Lord, from Death haſt ſet me fre N di 
When my Soul fainted, on the Lord I thought, Im « 
And to thee to thy Temple then was brought I to 
My Pray'r. They their own Mercies do deſpiſqh he 


Who have regard to lying Vanities. 1 h: 
But with the Voice of my Thankſgiving, I _ put 
Will offer Sacrifice to thee on high, N iff 
And pay my Vows which I have vow'd each one th 
& For why? Salvation's of the Lord alone. reo 
And now the Fiſh, as God did give Command, plen 

Did vomit Jonab out upon dry Land. ai 
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AND now the Second time to Fonah came ꝗ tur 

I God's Word; and ſaid, Ariſe. go and proc Go 

To that great City Nimeveb, what I tur 
Have heretofore commanded thee to cry. [Ge 

So Fonab roſe up, and prepar'd to go dre 


To Nine veb as God had bid him do: 
{Now was the City Nineveh fo great, | _ 
That it was three days Journey long compleat) | 


And as. into the City Jenab made 
His firſt days Icurney, be cry'd out, and ſaid, 
When forty days ſhall be expir'd and paſt, 
This City Nine veh ſhall be laid waſte. _ 
Then did the Ninevites with one accord, 
Believe this was the Meſſage of the Lord, 


1 
9 
4 1 4 


RT 


% 


„„ 1 


Scriptural Poem. 45 


2 


me, : | 
freqqd did proclaim a Faſt, and cyu;y one, 
ht, m greateſt to the leaſt, put Sackcloth on: 
zt to the King this News was quickly flown, 
ſpiſq he aroſe, and came down from his. Throne, 
d having laid aſide his Robes of State, 5 
put on Sackcloth, and in Aſhes ſatee: 
| iſſuing out his Royal Proclamation, 
one through the City making Publication 
reof, (being by the King and Council ſign'd) _ 
d, plemn and a general Faſt enjoin'd, 
N ſaid, I will, That neither Man gor Beaſt, 
Flock, nor Herd, ſhall their Prefifion eaſte : 
let them all put Sackcloth on, and cry 
o the Lord with greateſt fervency z —_ .. 
let them all their evil Ways refrain, 
from the Violence which they retain. 
p knows if God will yet be pleasd to ſpare, 
ne turn away the Evil that we fear? 
xocl} God beheld their Works, and ſaw that they 
turned from the Evil of their Way: ͤ :: 
| God turid from his Wrath, and did revoke +. 
dreadful Judgment whereof he had ſpoke. © 


n 
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T hereat Jonah was extreamly vext, 
ind in his mind exceedingly perplexc : 
Jo the Lord his God he pray'd, and ſaid, 
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= For which thou id not 2 faid t ae Lord, 


* 
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Of this, FOR I as yet at home? Therefore 


Of great Campallion, and doſt oft recal 
Now therefore, Lord, Tearneſtly, do pray 
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pry 1 


I unto Tarſhiſh took my flight before : 
For that thou art a gracious God I know, 
Of tender Mercy, and to Anger flow, 


The Evil thou doſt threat Mankind withal: 
That thou would'ft pleaſe to take my Life away, 


For Thad better die than live. Doſt thou 


Do well, ſaid God, to be ſo angry now? 


So then out . City Jonah went, 


Aypd on the ſide of it made a Tent, 


And underneath the ſhade thereof he late, 

Expecting what would be the City's Fate: 

And over Fonal's Head behold, the Lord * 

Prepar' dy and cauſed to come up, a Gourd | 7. 
To ſhadeat him, and eaſes him of his Grief; 

And Jonah was right glad of this Relief. 

But God a Worm ſent early the next day, 

Which ſmote the Gourd, it withered awav: 

And when the Sun aroſe it came to 


That God a vehement Eaſt wind did =" 1 


= Beſides, the Sun did beat upon his Head, 


So that he fainted, laying, would I were dead, 
For it is better for me now to ce; © 


Than thus to lead my Life in Miſery. 


And to diſtreſſed SLATS {aid the Lord, 


 Doſt thou well to be angry for the Gourd: 3 2 


And he unto the Lord 2A. this Reply, \ : 
Ido well to be angry even to die. Np, 
Thou haſt had pity, Fonab, on the Co ird, 
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or madeſt it to grow, Which alſo came 

p in a Night, and periſh'd in the fame : 
d ſhould not I extend my gracious Pity, 
Nine veb, ſo populous a City, 


here more than Six{core thou Hap SEL I. dwelt 


ho 'twixt their Right-hand, and their Left, can tell 
o difference, wherein are alſo found 


tle which do in Multitudes abound? 
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The End of the Prophecy of J ON AH. 
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992 ton 3 
, — 


| Boda his Father, and did thus create 


- \ k 


, 1 HEK Us 
LIF Js 
Out of the latter Part of the Book of þ -Sh 
Saufen rs, C hap. xxxvii e : Df 


7 Hen Facob from his Br other Eſau fled, | 58 
He by the Hond of Providence was led Ind 
To Padaularas in Aſſyria, where Pbeiſ 


Hesͤe ſerv'd his Ce Laban twenty year hide. 
During which time he was in all things bleſt, Their 
And with a num'rous Ifſue mongſt the reſt: nd © 
Amongſt whom none fo pleaſing in his fight nd 7 
As Foſeph was, who was his chiet delighez Ind ; 
Who by the time that Jacob was return 9 8 wh 
Into the Land, where's Fathers had ſojourn'd, Ind fe 
Was full arriy'd at ſeventeen yeais of Age; nd f* 
And by his Hopefulneſs did then preſage, hat 1 
He was indued with a noble Mind, aſt 2 
That would to vertuous Actions be inclin 'd; ut Fo ; 


For being ſent to feed his Father's Flock, Pow 5 
g Among his Brethren, he great notice cook | nd he 
| Of- what they did, and if in any ſort 3 Ind fi 


They did amiſs, he thereof made report Falle 
His Fathers fayour, _ his Brethren's hate. 1 Ka 
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His Ficher lov'd him better than the reſt, 
As being the Son wherewith his Age was bleff: 
und chat his Kindneſs might the more appear, 
ade him a party colour'd Coat to wear. 
But as it often haps, his Father's Love 
Did in his Brethren greater Hatred move : ry 
But that which moſt incens'd them was his Dreams, 
By which, in a Prophetick way, he ſeems | 
Their low Submiffion, and his future State 3 * 
Pf Greatneſs, plainly to Prognoſticate. 
br to his Brethren thus his Dreams he told. 
Ind ſaid, as we were binding Sheaves, behold, 
[ly y Sheaf aroſe and ſtood up in the Field, 5 | bY 
d nd all your Sheaves {ſtood round about, to yield 7 | 
Pbeiſance unto mine: And what, muſt ve Wil 
ear hdeed, ſay they, be lubje&t unto thee 1 1 
heir Wrath incr eas'd, this added to his Crime. - Mi 
nd Foſeph dreamed yet 2 {ccond time; - Wi 
nd faid, Behold, I faw the Sun and oon, | 91 
ind the eleven Stats to me fall down. . 
t which his Father highly was offended, 
nd for theſe words, the Lad he rchadey”” 
nd ſaid, fond Youth, Doſt thou pretend to ſhew 
hat I, thy Mother, and thy Brethren too, 
aſt all ſubmit to thee ? Thou doſt but dream: : 
tut Jacob kept his words, and thought of them. ly 
ow Jacob's Sons did feed their Flocks in Shechem, —_—_ 
nd he deſired Foſeph to go ſeek em, | x: 
nd find them our, Ys come again and tell 
all things with chem and their P locks were well. 
d Foſe pb went, and wander'd here and there, 
I i Foul not find out where his Brethren Were +: 
: 3 LEED — Until 


Py 


1 


Of going to Dothan, where he alſo went. 


p | ab | 
a — 0 — 3 ip Ps 20 SEAT 3 5 


| Untill a Man had told him their Intent = p. 


And when his Brethren, at a diſtance {aw him, 
They held a Conſultation how to ſlay him, 
And ſaid, here comes the Dreamer, we {hall ſee 
What the Event of all his Dreams will be; 
For we will kill, and in a Pit will hide him, 
And ſay ſome Beaſt or other hath deſtroy d him. 
But Reuben ſomewhat tend'rer than the reſt, 
= Endeavour'd to perſwade them to deſiſt 
= From Murder, ſaying, Into this Pit let's caſt him, 
And this he ſaid in hopes to have releas d him. 
And now when Joſcyh came not dreading ought, 
They ſtrip'd him of his pa:ty-colour'd Coat, 
And led him to a Pit that was hard by, _ 
And threw hin into'c, but the Pit was dry. 
And ſitting down to eat, they chanc'd to ſpy, - 
A Company of Iſhmaelites paſs by, (l adingſt he 
Who with Balm, Myrrh, and Spice, their Camelwill : 
From Gilead came, and were to Egypt Trading: Ich I 
= Then Judab ſaid, "Twill do us little good = RS 
Jo ſlay our Brother, and conceal his Blood; 
Come theicfore, Brethren, be advis'd by me, 
Lets fell him to theſe Iſhmaelites, for he 
Is our own Flesh, and 'tis a cruel Deed, 
= To kill him, and to this they all agreed. 
Their Brother then out of the Pit hey hale, 
And to theſe Merchants offer'd him to ſale: 
Who, him for twenty Silver Pieces bought, 
And with them to the Land of Egypt brought. 
But Reuben ignorant of what was done, 
Came to the Pit, and ſeeing the Lad was gone, 


— 


— 


7 


TID EY 


1 "Seripturat Poems. 


e rent his Cloaths in a great Conſternation, 
Returning back with heavy Lamentation. 
{And now that they might make their Story good 
They kill'd a Kid, and dipped in the Blood 
Their Brother Foſepls Coar, and home they came, 
And to their Fatherꝰ's view expos'd the fame, 
und ſaid, this we have found, now thou doff know 
Vhether it be thy Son's Coat, yea or no. 
Ind Jacob knew the Coat full well, and ſaid, 
ow hath ſome evil Beaſt deveur'd the Lad; 
oſeph is torn in Pieces without doubt, 
or, too, too well 1 know this is his Coat. 
e rent his Cloaths, and putting Sackcloath on, 
e for a long time mourned for his Son. 
is Children ftriving to aſſwage his Grief 
deavour'd to adminiſter Relief: 
inght he refus'd, and faid, Since he is gone, 
metfwill in Sorrow to the Grave go down. 
ch Lamentation made he for his Son. 


© H AP. XXXIX 


\ N D now theſe Merchants Sons of m ; 
\ Again did poor afflicted Foſeph Tell, 
an Egyptian, named Potiphar, _ 
e Captain of King Pharaoh's Men of War. 
c God was with him. and did greatly bleſs, 
N crown his Undertaking * Succeſ:: 


HE 


3 2 


And made him Overſeer of his Houſe, 


Such was his Maſter's Love, and he fo Juſt, 
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! . Whereof his Maſter being well aware, = 
© Committed. all he had to Foſeph's care; 


And from the time his Maſter usd him thus, 
The Lord was pleas'd to give him to partake, 
Of many Bleſſings ev'n for Foſeph's ſake: 
So that with Plenty he was hedg'd about, 

= And proſpered within Door and without: 


That all things were committed to his Truſt, 
Now Foſepb was grown up to manly Stature, 
Of goodly Preſence, and moſt comely Feature. 
Wherefore his Miſtreſs with a luſtful Eye, "x 
Beheld his Beauty, and reſolv'd to try, = 


II to unchaſte Embraces {he could gain ch 
The Youth, but her Endeavours prov'd in vain: Th 
Por he refus'd, and ſaid, My Maſter knows N 

In all the Houſe of nothing that he Wes, | By 


= For his Concerns are all at my difpoſe: 
' EY 2 E þ f. 45 
= There's riot a thing that he hath kept from me, n Fe 


WW Bur all is in my hand fave only thee; —_ 


She took Advantage ſof their being together, 


Then how can I commit fo foul a Fact, Tio 
A the Diſpleaſure of my God contract? ich 
Loe till ſhe foed, and fill did he deny her, Ind 
Wy Rewſing to be with her, or lie by her. 0 th 
No on a time when all the Men were gone þ f 
Out of the Houſe and ſhe was left alone: ff Ly 
= And 7o/eph at tllat Inſtant coming in nd | 
my Abont ſome Buſineſs he'd to do within; ke p 


And held his;;Cloaths.to force him to lie with be big 


|; 
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85 Bur Fole h firove, and from her hands got looſe, 
And left his Coat, and fled ont of the Houſe. 
And when ſhe ſaw that he had made's Eſcape, 
She calbd her Servants, and proclaim'd a Rape: 
Come ſee now how.this Hebrew Slave, faid ſhe, 
Your Maſter's Favourite, hath affronted me; 
He came to violate my Chaſtity, 

And when he heard that I began to Cry, 

And call for help, afraid leaſt you ſhould find hin 
He's fled, and left his Garmin here behind him. 
And now to give her words the greater credit, 

ntill her Husband's coming home, ſhe hid i ir, 

To whom ſhe ſpake, and faid, Why haſt thou brought 
This Hebrew here, to ſet me thus at nought ? 
The Slave attempted to defile my bed, 

\nd when I cry'd, he left his Coat and fled, 

dee here it is. Which when he ſaw, and heard 

The heavy Accuſation ſhe preferr'd , 

e was exceeding wroth at his Behaviour, - 

und utterly caſheir'd him from his Favour ; 

ay more, he caſt him into Priſon, where 

n Fetters bound King Eharaohs Priſoners were. 

ut Joſephs God, who never yet fortook 

im in Extremity, Was pleas'd to look, 

Vith great Compaſſion on his Ia ja ies , 

nd gave him Favour in the Neeper's eyes; 

$0 that he was intruſted with the care 

ind charge of all the Pris ners that were there: 

l were committed unto Fo{eph's hand, 

nd what was done, was done at his comm. and. 

3 Priſon- keeper took no care at all, 

7 opght that he intruſted him withal; 


D232 heat 


— — 


h he 
5 


Scriptural s. 


Becauſ: he ſaw that God was with him; and 
All things did 18 that he took in hand, 
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Ae D now whilſt Toſenb i in | Confinement lay, 
It came to paſs npon a certain day, 

That Pharash King of Egypt, being wroth 

Wich his chief Butler, and chief Riker both, 

| For their Offences, put them both in Ward, 

In the Houſe of the Captain of the 3 

| Into the Place where Fojeph was confin'd, 

_ Unto whoſe Cuſtody they were refign'd, 

| And he attended on them in the Priſon. 

| And there they were continu'd for a ſeaſon, 
During which time, 1t chanced both of them 
Did in the ſame Night dream each Man his Dream: 
| Which Dreams according to Interpretation, 
Had to themſelves particular Relation. 

And FJoſepb coming early the next day, 

into the Room where Pharaob's Servants lay, 

| Beheid their Countenances much dejected: 

| Wherefore he ſaid. What Evil hah effected 
This melancholy Frame, what is't that cauſes 

WY Theſe marks of Diſcontentment in your Faces ? 
ben faid they, we have dream'd each Man his Dream, 
Wy And there i5 no Man to interpret them. 

14 Then Jeſepb faid your Dreams to me make kno vn; 
FT nterpretations are from God alone. 7275 


— 1 s Th $I. 
9 . Then 


rat 


ft up 
that 


d on 
to h 


ad. 


Scriptural Poems. 


nds N „ — _— n 


hen unto Foſeph the chief Butler told „ 
is Dream, and ſaid, Methought I did behold _ | 
Vine, whereon three Branches did appear. 
hich ſeem'd to bud, to bloſſom, and to bear 
luſters of full ripe Grapes, which to my thinking 
preſs d into the Cup for Pharaob's drinking. 
\nd Foſeph ſaid, Thy Dream doth ſignifie, 
hou ſhalt enjoy thy former Dignity: 
he Branches which thou ſaweſt are three days, 
which King Pharaoh will his Butler raiſe, 
ind to thy Place again will thee reſtore, _ 
ind thou ſhalt ſerve him as thou'ſt done before: 
gut do not, when it ſhall be well with thee, 
wore me, but ſhew Kindneſs unto me, 
nd unto Pharaoh repreſent my Caſe, 
hat I may be deliver*d from this Place, 
or I was ſtoln out of the Hebrews Land, 
nd alſo here am wrongfully detain'd. 
: Then the chief Baker having underſtood, 
hat the Interpretation was ſo good, 
e told his Dream to Joſepb too, and ſaid, 
o, I had three white Baskets on my Head, 
Ind in the Uppermoſt there ſeem'd to be, 
f bak'd Proviſion, great variety, 
t for King Pharaoh's Table, and there came 
Flock of Birds, and ſeem'd to eat the ſame. * 
Ind Joſeph ſaid, Thy Dream portends thy fall, 
m, pr at the end of three days Pharaoh ſhall 
it up thy Head, and hang thee on a Tree, 
that the Birds ſhall feaſt themſelves on thee. 
d on the third day Pharaoh made a Feaſt i 
en Into his Servants, and among the reſt = 
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The Butler and the Baker were brought horch, 

| The day being kept in Memory of his Birth : 
And to his Place King Phirach did reſtore 

His Butler, and he ſerv'd him as before. 3 
But tlie chief Baker he condemn'd to die, 
According unto Foſeph's Prophecy. 

et though the Butler had regain'd his Place, | 
He was unmindlyl of poor Foſe uh. Caſe. 


p 175 , " 
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ND now when two years time was fully paſt 
And Foſeph from Confinement not releaſt, 

It came to paſs 55 Pharach dreamed, and 

He ſeemed by a River's ſide to ſtand, 

Whence, he ſeven fat well- favour'd Kine beheld, 

Came up and grazed in the neighbouring Field. 

= And after them there came up ſeren more 

Lean and ill-favour'd, and did ſoon. devour 
Ihe ſeven: fat Kine which came up juſt before. 

So Pharaoh woke, and mus'd awhile, and then 

Soon as his Sleep his Dream return d agen. 
Whert in he {aw upon one ſtalk there ſtood 

Seven eats of Corn, exceeding Rank and Good, 

And. ſeven others, with the Eaſt wind blaſted, 

And withered, ſprang up, and quickly waſted | 

1 . even good ars, and quite devour'd them: ] 

1 And Pharagb 'woke, and, Lo! it Was a Dream. 
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And i in he Morning he was ar: — 
And for the wiſe Men, and Magicians ſent, 
To eaſe his Mind, but there was none of * 
That could interpret to the King his Dream. 
Then the chief Butler making his addreſs 

nto King Pharaoh, ſaid, I now confeſs | 
My 535 Faults, for when the King was wroth 
Vith his chief Butler, and chief Baker both, 

t pleaſed him, to put us both in Ward, 
In the Houſe of the Captain of the Guard : 
land in one Night we dream'd a Dream, each one 

According to's Interpretation; 

\nd there was then an Hebrew there in Ward, 

A Youth, that ſerv'd the Captain of the 3 
it, NTo whom we told whereof we had been creaming, 
Nnd he interpreted to us the meaning, 
\nd what he faid fell out accordingly, 

Me he reſtored to my Dignity, 
Pat told the Baker he ſhould ſurely die. 
Then Pharaoh ſent a Meſſenger in haſte, 


nd Toſeph from the Dungeon was releaſt : - 
\nd having ſhay*d himſelf, and chang'd his Cloaths, 
Into the Preſence of the King he goes, 

o whom King Pharaoh ſaid, I have been told 

Thou canſt the meaning of a Dream unfold : 
Now I have dream'd a Dream, and there 1s none 
ay * 1 me the Intei pretation. 

d Foſepb ſaid, I cannot do this thing 
l Ke God ſhall anſwer thee, Oh, King. 
{ 17 Pharaoh laid to Foſeph, In my Dream, 

\s 1 ſtood by ber 5 i there Fame 
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Up from the River ſeven well- favour'd Kine, 
And fed upon the Banks, all fat and fine, 
And after them there came up ſeven more, 
Lean and ill- favour'd, and exceeding poor: 
Buch as the Land of Egypt never bred, 
And on the ſeven wel k 

And eat them up, but *rwas not to be ſeen 


That they had eat them, they look'd itill fo thin. 


So I awoke, and mus'd a while, and then 
Soon as my Sleep, my Dream return'd agen, 
W - Wherein1 ſaw upon one flalk there ſtood 


Seven Ears of Corn, exceeding rank, and good: 
Then ſeven others, with the Eaſt wind blaſted, 


And withered, came up, and quickly waſted 
The ſeven good Ears, and quite dewoured them. 
And being unſatisfied about my Dream, 


= Ifought unto the wife Men of the Nation, 


But they could give me no Interpretation. 

And Joſepb ſaid, Thy Dream, oh King! is one, 
God ſhews to Pharaoh what he will have done. 
The ſeven fat Kine, and ſeven good Ears agree 


Jo ſhew, ſeven years of Plenty there ſhall be: 


The ſeven lean Kine, and ſeven blaſted Ears, 


WE Denote there ſhall. be Famine ſeven years. 


This I declare to Pharaoh, God doth ſhew 


To thee, Oh King! what he's about to do, 
WE Bchold ſeven years of Plenty are at hand, 
Which ſhall be very great throughout the Land. 


And after them ſeven years of Famine ſhall 
= Ariſe, and ſhall conftime the Land, and all 
The former Plenty {hall not be perceiv d, 
o much the Land with Famine ſhall be grigy'd. 
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nd ſince the Dream was doubl'd to the King, 
t is becauſe God hath decreed the thing, ( 
ind on this Land the fame will ſhortly bring; - 
ow therefore if I may the King adviſe,  ' _ 
et him look out a Man diſcreet and wiſe, 
und make him Overſeer of the Land 
nd ſubſtitute Men under his Command 
To gather a fifth part for Publick Uſe, 
f what the ſeven plenteous Years produce, 
nd in the Cities lay it up for Store, 1 
gainſt the Famine in the Land grows fore; 
nd let it be repos'd in Pharaoh's hand, 
hat ſo the Famine may not waſt the Land. 
nd when King Pharaoh and his Servants heard 
he Propoſitions Foſeph had preferr'd, „ 
hey were acceptable in Pharacb's Eyes. 
nd in the Eyes of all his Court like wiſe: 
) that he ſaid, can ſuch an one be found? 
Man in whom God's Spirit doth abound. 
nd Pharaoh laid to Foſeps, foraſtnuch 
God's great kindneſs unto thee is ſuch, 
to reveal this thing to thee, I know 
o Man fo wile or fo diſcreet as thou: 
thou therefore the Ruler of the Land, £0 
d let my People be at thy Command , 1 
ou ſhalt in all things be as great as I, „5 
e Only in the Royal Dignity. l 
Hold this day I have advanced thes | 
d he, to be a Man of high Degree Ta 
roughout the Land. And therewithal the King 
tow /d on Jeſeph his own Royal Ring;  _—_ 
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And him with Robes of Stare did richly deck, 

And put a Chain of Gold about his Neck, 
And in his ſecond Chariot made him ride, 2 

And as he paſt, bow'down the Knee they cry'd, 15 ſe 


1 % * 


10 With ſo great Honour was he dignify'd. Joſe 
And Pharaoh ſaid moreover, I am King, 1 
No Man ſhall dare to purpoſe any thing, N 
bl Or move his Hand or Foot it all this Nation, a 
= Unleſs ic ſhall be by thy approbation. FP 
He alſo gave to Jo/eph a new Name, Lo e 
And for a Wife gave him a Princely Dame, \ ndn 
Who was the Daughter of a Prieſt of Fame. oſeph 

(Now Foſeph had attain'd his Thirtieth Year, Vhicl 


When he before King Pharaoh did appear.) oe 
And he went out from Pharaoh's 8 and fund! 
WY Began his Progreſs over all the Land. I 

= Now in the ſeven plenteous Years, the Field For u 
= Did its Increaſe in great abundance yield. 
= And Joſeph gather'd all that plenteous Crop, 
= And in th' adjacent Cities laid it up: | — 
= Which like unto the Sand upon the ſhore, 
Did ſo abound that he could count no more, 
= Such was the Plenty that the Earth then bore. 5 
And unto Jeſeph there was born a son. 
Even by the Daughter of che Prieſt of On, 
W Before the Years of Famine were begun, 
The which he call'd Manaſeb, for, faid he, 
W God makes me to forget my Miſery, =» 
And all my Fathers Houle : And after him 
Was born another he call'd Ephraim; 
For God, ſaith he, hath made me to poſſeſs 
WO Abundance in the Land of my Diftrefs. 
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nd when the ſeven plenteous Years were gone, 
he ſeven Years of Famine next came on, 

s Foſeph faid, and there was a great Dearth 

n every Nation throughout all the Earth 

ut in the Land of Egypt there was Bread. 

\nd when the People, almoſt famiſhed, 
omplained to the King, he bad them go 

Lo Foſeph, and whate er he ſaid to do. 

and now the Famine daily waxing ſore, 

foſeph began to bring forth of his Store, 

Vhich he had laid up for the Publick Good; 

To whom th? Egyptians came and bought their Food. 

\nd People from all Countries far and neary - 
o Egypt came to buy Proviſion there; 8 

For in all Lands the Famine was ſevere. 
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Cnr. XIII 


AY D now, behold, when Jacob had been told 
Thar there was Corn in Egypt to be fold, 
Heſaid unto his Sons, Why ſtand ye thus? 
Go down to Egypt and buy Corn for Fi. 1 
That fo our craving Stomachs may be fed 
And not lie here and die for lack of Bread. 
Thus Jacobs ten Sons were to Egypt ſent, 

But Feſeph's Brother Benjamin ne'er went; 


hg | 
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For why, his Father faid, I will nut end him, 
|. : Leſt peradventure {ome ill chance attend him, 
And Foſepb's Brethren came among the reſt 
Io buy Proviſion, for they were diſtreſt. 
Now he was Governor of all the Land, ] 

And all the Corn of Egypt in his hand. 7 
= Wherefore his Brethren when they came to treat 
Wich him for Corn, bow'd down ev'n at his feet: 
= And he no ſooner faw them but he knew them, 
And ſhew'd himſelf extremely ſtrange unto them: 
= And very roughly asked who they were 
= From whence they came and what their bus'neſs there 
And they made anſwer, We thy Servants from 

I The Land of Canaan to buy Food are come. 
Now the? they knew him not, yet he knew them, 
And calling now to mind his former Dream, 

He ſaid, I do ſuſpect ye're come as Spies, 

To ſee in what diſtreſs our Country lies, 
W But they reply'd again, my Lord we're come 
Only to buy ſome Food to carry home;  _ 
W Think not thy Servants Spies, but true Men rather, 
Por we are all the Children of one Father. 
= Nay, nay, ſaid he, but ye are come to pry 
Into the Nations great neceſſity. 5 
But they reply'd again, Thy Servants are 
# Inhabitants of Cana*n, and declare, 
That we're twelve Brethren whom one Man begot, 
The Youngeſt is at home and one is not. 9 
Well then, ſaid Foſepb, hereby ſhall I know, 
Whether ye're Spies, as I have ſaid, or no; 
Now by the Life of Pharaoh do I ſ wear, 

= Unleſs your Brother come I'll keep you here: 


1 


E 


end one of you and fetch the Lad to me, 
\nd you ſhall be confin'd, fo ſhall there be 
Proof of what you ſay before mine Eyes, 
r by the Life of Pharaoh ye are Spies. 
hen he for three days mor them all in Ward, 
nd on the third day ſaid I have regard 
o Equity, therefore if ye are true 
d honeſt Men, do this; let one of you 
e bound in Priſon here, and let the otler 
po carry Corn home and bring me your Brother; 
: P ſhall ye be approv'd and ſhall not die. 2 
Ind they prepar'd to do accordingly. 
ereÞInd as they were diſcourſing to each other, 
They ſaid, we were in fault about our Brother, 
Þ that we ſaw his Soul in great diſtreſs, 
„Ind yet were ſo exceeding pitileſs, 
not to hearken to his earneſt cries : 
his is the cauſe of theſe our Miſeries. 8 
nd Reuben ſaid; you know 1 did forewarn, 
nd beg that you would do the Child no harm; 
ut you would not do then as] deſir d, 
. Ind now his Blood is at our hands requir'd. 
hus they diſcours'd about the cauſe that brought. 
heir preſent trouble, but they little thought 
hat Foſeph knew of what they did conter, 
cauſe he ſpake by an Interpreter. 
nd he being moved at their words withdrew 
o weep, and then returned to renew 
is former talk; and chuſing Simeon out, 
fore them all he bound him hand and foot. 
Ind gave command to fill their Sacks with Grain, 
d to reſtore their Mony to'em again; LI 
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And for een give them Food to eat: 
In ſuch ſort Joſepb did his Brethren treat. 
Then with their Aſſes laden towards home 


| They went, and when into their Inn they come, 


As one of them his Sack of Corn unt y'd, 4 
J0o give his Aſs ſome Provender, he ſpy d 
His Mony in his Sack again return'd; 

| Wherefore he call'd his Brethren and inform'd 
Them that bis Mony was returned back, 
Behold, ſaid he, it is here in my Sack. 


On light whereof their Hearts were foes diſimay'd, 


And being very much affrighted faid, _ 
What is the thing that God's about to do, 
That we do thus theſe Troubles undergo? 
Then coming to their Father they related, 
After wizat fort they were in Egypt treated: 


And ſaid, the Man that's Lord of all the Land, 


And hath t he ſtore of Corn all in his hand, 
Spake roughly to us, and affirm'd that we 
Were come the weakneſs of the Land to fee. 
To whom we ſaid, we are all honeſt Men; 


We are twelve Brethren, whereof here are ten, 
And two elſewhere, all which one Man begot, 


The youngeſts with our Facher, one is not. 
Then ſaid the Ruler of the Land, hereby. 
Shall I make proof of your integrity: 

Let one of you continue here with me, 
And take Proviſion for your Family; 


i And get you gone and bring the youngeſt hither, 


That ſo I may be ſatisfied whether 

Ye are true Men, as you make proteſtation, ) 
Then I'll releaſe him, and give toleration {| 
= To you to come and Traffick in the Nation 
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And now behold, as they their Sacks unloos'd 
o empty out their Corn, there was inclosꝰd 
In each Man's Sack his Money therein bound. 
is when they came, from home; which when they 


Both they and their old Father were afraid; (found, 
\nd to his Sons afflicted TO? faid, 


ou of my Children have bereaved me, 

[/o/cph and Simeon now do ceaſe to be, 

\nd of my Benjamin you would deprive me, 
[hel things do ev'n into diſtraction drive me. 
hen Reuben faid, My Father I reſign 
To thy dilpoling theſe two Sons of mine; 

Dive me the Lad, and let them both be flain, 

f I do not return him ſafe again. 

zut he reply'd, I will not let him go, 

or why, his Brother is deceas'd you know, 

nd if upon the way ſome evil thing 

hould happen to the Lad, you then wil) bring 


heſe my grey Hairs with ſorrow to the Grave; 
or he's the only comfort that I have. 


CHAP. XLIII. 


A N D now the Famine ſtill continuing ſ ore, 8 

| And having ſpent all their late parchas d nore. 

T7 heir Father bids them to go down for more 
d whom when Julab had himfett addreſt, 


laid, The Man cid loiemnly proteſt, 


_— 


_ Scriptural Pons. 


* 
* 
as 
4 
* — : 
* 2 Fr 


we without our Brother came again, A 
No ſeek his Face would be for us in vain: K. 
Wt therefore thou wilt ſend him, well and good, | Ye 
When will we willingly go down for Food; | Ye 
Hut if thou wilt not, we muſt let thee know, At 


e are reſolved that we will not go: Tt 
For, as I ſaid before, the Ruler ſwore, — Tt 
Without him we ſhould ſee his Face no more. Wi 
WI hen Je faid, why were you fo unkind „ 
lo ſay you had a Brother left behind? . 
he Man, ſaid they, was fo inquiſitive, Or 
ee asked if our Father weile alive; An 
Or if we had a Brother, x liereunttdo 1d 
Accordingly we anſwer'd, could we know 9 Th 
if he would bid us bring the Lad or no? 8 1 
Moreover Judab to bis Father faid, _ g An 
it chou wilt but intruſt me with the Lad, I Bec 
we will be gone, that ſo both thou and we MY 2 

n 


May be prelerved wich our Family: 


WEI will be Surety for him if I fail : . Un 
lo bring him back, on me the blame entail; I Anc 
Por if we had not lingred, we had been OS 
By this time here the ſecond time again. | io 
Wen then, faid / el, if it muſt be fo, I Anc 
My Sons, take my Advice before you go; We 
provide ſome of the beſt Fruits of the Land, In it 
Lo give the Man a preſent from your hand; Net 
Balm, Myrrh and Spices, and a little Honey, I We 


" i Some Nuts and Almonds, and take double Money. And 
For peradventure it was a miſtake, _ 
nn that your Money was returned back! 


And 


You Mercy. that you may bring back again ; i | 


| To take occaſion now to fall upon us, 


And 


And. take your Brother Benin and go, 


They tock their Money double in their band, 
With Benjamin, and down to Egypt went, 


For Ihad the diſpoſ ng of your Money : : 
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And God Almighty grant the Man may ſhow 


Your other Brother, and my Benjamin, 
And if I am bereav'd, fo have been. 
Then did the Men prepare the Preſent, and. 


Who unto 7o/cph did themſelves preſent. 

Who, when he ſaw that Benjamin was come, 

Order'd his Steward to conduct them home, 

And to provide a Dinner, for ſaid he, 

I do intend theſe Men ſhall Dine with me. 

Then did the Steward as his Maſter ſaid; 

And brought them home, whereat they were afraid, 
And ſaid, the Man hath caus'd us to come in, 

Becauſe our Money was return'd again; 


And make us Slaves and take cur Aſſes from us 4 
Unto the Steward they drew nigh therefore, 
And thus communed with him at the Door: 
O Sir, ſay they, we came at firſt indeed 

To buy Provition to ſupply our need; 

And in our Inn as we our Sacks unloos 'd, 

We found our Money therein all enclosed 
In its full weight, wherear ſurpris d with fear, 
Net knowing who had put our Money there, 
We now have brought it in ful! weight again, 
And other Money too, to buy more Grain. 
Peace, Peace, ſaid he, "ler not fear ſeize i pon 5e, 


2 \ 


God 
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God u unto who you and your Father bow, 
Hath givin you Treaſure in your Sacks T trow, 

| And then releaf ing Simeon, who had been 

| Contin' d int Zoſeph's Houſe, he brought them in 
And ſet them Water. and they waſh'd their Feet, 
And gave their Aijcs Provender to eat. 

Then they made ready 3 2gainft 7oſeph came 
Their Gifts, in order to preſent the ſame 

At Noon, for they were told he did deſign 

To have their Com pany with him to Dine. 

And now When Joſeph was eturned home, 

Into his Preſence they with rev'rence come, 
And brought their Preſents in and laid befo:e him, 
And fell down at his Feet for to adore him, 

= Then he enquired if they all were well, 
and ſaid, When you were here ! heard you tell 

ET | Of an old Man your Father, how does he? 

Is he in Health, or doth he ceale to be? 

= here in humble fort they thus reply'd, _ 
== Thy Servant, ev'n our Father, doth abide 

3 In perfect He: th, which having faid, 

Tuey bow'd their Heads and great obeyſance made. 
"40 And Tojcpb viewing, Benjamin his Brother 

FR | ( They being both tie Gt dren of one Mother ) 
e xked if he were the Lad of whom 

nf They ſpake, then ſaid, God give thee Grace my Son. 
ue making haſt to find a tccier place 
To veep, becauic his Bowels yern'd apace 
Upon his B:other, to his C hanber Want, 
ve 3 having giv n. his troubled Spirits vent, 
He waſn'd his Face and did himſelf refrain, 
And to his Breduen then came forth again, 
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And bad bis Servants they ſhould us on egg 
At his command the Tables all were ſpread; 
One for himſelſ, and for his Friends another, 
And for th' Egyptizns one apart from either, 
That fo they might not eat Bread altogether ; ; 
For it is held a great abomination 
For them to cat among g the Hebrew Nation. 
And they were placed as their age required, 
The Eldeft firſt, whereat the Men admired : 
And from his Tabie Fo/epb ſent them Molles, 
Put in a larger manner he expreſſes 
To Benjamin his kindneſs, which was ſuch, 
I That he appointed him five times as much 
As to the reſt: and they drank plenteouſly, 
Till they were merry in his Company. 
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A ND to his Steward Joſeph ſpake, and ſaid. 
Give theſe Men Corn az much as they can lade. 

nd in their Sacks bind each Man's Money up, 

5n. And in the Youngeſt's put my ſilver Cup 

Peſides his Money : and he made haſt and did 
According as his Maſter had commanded. 

and in the morning by the break of day, 

Vich Aﬀes laden they were ſent away: 

mg now, e'er they had ſcarce the Town's end TE 


le ſent his Steward aiter them i in haſt, | 
ad | 7: | 25 1 oh And 


de. 


crm Porms. 
Nod ſaid. Go follow them ad ask them # why 
hey have dealt by me fo ungratefully? 
; And ſay unto them, You have done great evil 
| . Rob my Maſter who hath been fo civil, 
3 And deal the Cup wherein he drinks his Wine . 
it not it whereby he doth Divine? 
i Urnen hc purſu'd and quickly overt O 
Them, and theſe very words to them he ſpoke. 


. 


oh, God for bid that we ſhould be ſo naught; 

WBehold, thou know'ſt we brought the Money back 

Tue which we found bound up in each Man's Sack, 

WW hich thews that we had no deſign to cheat; 

How chen ſhould we now ſteal your Maſters Plate 2 

3 With which of us thy Servants it is found 

Let him be ſlain, and we to Slavery bound. 

F 4 [Now as you ſay, {aid he, ſo let it be, 

He ſhall be bound, bur you ſhall all go free. 

z Then they unladed ev'ry Man his Beaſt, 

1 And to his view expos*d their Sacks in haſt 

1 de he from iii co laſt them ſearched round, 
And lo, the C on Seim in was found: 

711 Wbereat furp id, each Man his Garment rent, 

br And lades his Leaſt, and back again they went. 


* To Jeſeph's Touſe (for he was yet at home) 
= cy fell d >:/0:e him to the ground, to whom 
WE ic ic 1 lat decd is this that you have done 3, 
L 1} Are you not ſenſihle that inch a one 
I. can ce Ainhy thereof mak e trial? 

The n ale. b aid, my Lord there 5 NO denial, 


WT o whom the laid, Why hath my Lord ſuch thought} 
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We cannot clear our ſelves: The Lord hath hin. 

For our miſ deeds this heavy Puniſhment. 

Behold, to be thy Slaves we all are bound, 

Both we, and he on whom the Cup was fobnta; 

Then 7«{pb faid, the Lord forbid that I * 

Should el fo great ſeverity: - 

For he with whom 'tis found, and he alone 

Shall be my Servant, you may all be gone. 

Then unto 7% pb, dal drawing near, 

Said, O my Lord 1 pray be pleas'd to hear 

Thy'Servant ſpeak, and be not angry now, 

For as King Pharaoh is ev'n fo art thou. 

My Lord did bid thy Servants to diſcover 

Whether we had a Father or a Brother ; 

And we made anſwer that thy Servants had. 

An ancient Father and a little Lad, 

The Child of his old age, who was our Brother, 

And he the only Child left of his Mother, 

His Brother being dead; anc that this I: ad 

Was all the comfort that our Father bad: 

Ihen thou wert pleas'd to bid thy Servants bring 

The Lad, that thou might'ſt have a ſight of him. 

And we made anſwer, If the Lad thould leave 

His Father, it would bring him to his Grave: 

And thou didſt then proteſt it was in vain 

For us without him to come here again. | 

Then towards home thy Servants went their way, 

And told our Father what my Lord did fay ; 

And in a while when all our Corn was ſpent, 

Thy Servant, ev'n our Father would have ſent 

To buy more Food; to whom thy Servants ſaid, 

* cannot go except thou ſend the Laas? 
We © 7 | Becau N 
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38 cauſe the Man did ſolemnly declare, 
Un eis we brought him we ſhould noc come there. 
And then thv Servant, ev'n cur Father laid, 
Ye know that by my Wife two Sons I had, 
And one of them went forth and came no more. 
Which made me think ſome Feaſt did him devour, 
And if | now thould alſo condeſcend ſs 
To let this go, and miſchief ſhould attend. 1 
Y ou will wich forrow bring me to my end. 
When to my Father I ſhall come therefore, 
And he {hail fee that I do not reſtore 
TH e Lad 84 in, he certainly WII die, 
( dincce in bis Life my Father's Life doth lie) 
And we inal bring him to hi Gave thereby. 
For I became a Surety tor the Lad 
8 | ohh to my Father, unto whom [ laid, 
Ws 7; go no in fafery him deliver, 
en ſet me bear the blame to thee for ev Er. 
Tn Thumbly y pray thee therefore to accept 
_ b 5s ilead, and let me here be kept 
= My Lord's Bondilave. and let the Lad go free: 
For how can . thy Servant hear to ſee 
1 The Evil that ſhall on my Father come, 

| It tat ile Lad return not ſafely home. 5 
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Hen Joſepb, who by no means now could hide 
1 His Brothelly affect ion longer, cry'd, 
ut all Men forth; and he was left alone 
Vhen to his Brethren he himſelf made known. 
hen Joſeph « eeping litted up his Voice 
o loud, that Phra’ Servants heard the noiſe. 
And to his gh then did himſelf diſcover, . 
Ind faid, Lo! Iam Joſeph your own Brother, 
nd doth my Father live? Whereat amaz'd, 
They could not ipeak but at each other ga2 d. 
hen Foſeph ſaid, Come near I pray, behoid, 
am,your Brother Joſeph whom ye fold _ 
'0 Egypt, be not grieved now therefore, 
lor vex your ſelves, ior God ſent me before 
To ſave Lite; for theſe two Years there hath 9 


5 


\ Famine, and five more to come, wherein 
deed- time nor Harveſt ſhall at all be ken. 
The Lord I fay hath ſent me to provide 
\ Place, and ſtrangely fave your Lives belide. 
po now ye {ent me not, but it was rather 
The Lord, and he hath made me as a Father 
p. Pnto the King, Lord of his Houſhold, and 
' Ruler over al this {pacious Land. 
nto my Father therefore go your way, _ 
und teil him, Thus doch thy Son Tee ſys 55 
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The Lord hath rais'd me to an high degree 
In Egypt, tarry not but come to me, 
And thou ſhalt dwell in Geſhen and be nigh me, 
And with Proviſion there will 1 ſuppiy thee, 
Both thou and thine, Flocks, Herds, and all thou ha 
(For yet theſe five Years will the Famine laſt ) 
Leſt otherwiſe Proviſion being ſcant, 

Thou and thy Family may come to want. 

Behold, both you and Benjamin my Brother 

Do ſee that it is T and not another : 

WW GCocell my Father this amazing Story, 
And bring him hither to behold my Glory. 
= Then falling on his youngeſt Brother's Neck, 
And ge on his, they o'er each other wept: 

And to the reſt he did likewiſe, wherefore 
They now were more familiar than before. 

And now whilſt they diſcourſed, the Report 
= Oftheir arrival came to Paras Court, 
And he was pleas'd thereat, wherefore he ſaid 
To Joſeph, Let thy Brethren ſtraitway lade 
Their Beaſts with Corn, and thus unto them ſay, 
= Unto your Native Country haſt away, © 
And fetch your Father and your Houſholds, and 
bu feed you with the good things of the Land. 
And fince you are commanded by the King, 
Take Waggons with you hence wherein to bring 


8 
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Your Father, you and yours altogęther; 
And never heed to bring your Houſhold-ſtuff, 
For here in Egypt you {hall have enough. 
Then did the Jr'elites accordingly : 
= And Joſepb ord'ring them a large ſupply 


| Your Wives, your Litt'e ones, and come down hither, 
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Neceſſaries for their Journey, ſent 
(:2g0ns according to the King's intent. 

Id to each Man he gave a Suit of Cloaths, 
t on his Brother Banjamin beſtows 

halſre Suits, and as a Token of his Love, 
Pum of Money over and above. 

nd thus he ſent ev'n for his Father's uſe, 
the beſt things that Egypt did produce, 

ſn Aﬀes load, and ten ſhe-Aﬀes load 
f Bread and Meat, to ſpend upon the Road, 
hen ſending them away, he ſaid, I pray 
that you do not fall out by the Way. 

Ind leaving Egypt with their num'rous Train, 
nto their Father they return d again : 
o whom, as ſoon as er they did arrive, 
hey ſaid, Our Brother Toſeph”s yer alive, 
nd Lord of all the Land, which fore diſmay'd 25 
im, for he ſcarce believed what they ſaid: 
hen they of all that paſt gave him relation, 
nd ſhew'd the Waggons tor a confirmation, 
hich being manifeſt before his Eyes, 
le rais'd himſelf and faid, jt doth lufhce 1 
oſeph my Son is yet alive, and I 
"ill 80 to fee him once delore I die. 


el, 
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"Hen Ifr'el Greing for ward on his way 
Wich all his Houſhoid, came to Berſheba ; 

And offerꝰd Sacrifice there to implore 

The God his Fathef Jaac did adore. _ 

And in the Viſions of the Night God ſpake 

 Tohim, and ſaid, fear not co undertake 

This Journey into Feypr. for J am 

The God of thy Fore farherts, Abraham 

And ]jaac; to the Land of E opt I 

Will go with thee, and there will multiply 

Thy Off-ſpring, and of thee will ſurely make 

A mighty Nation, and will bring thee back; 

And thy Son Jeſepb there thine Eyes ſhall cloſe. 


Alter which Vin he from thence aroſe, 


And in the Wazgons which King Pharaob ſent, 
He and his Family to Fovpg went: 


His Sons, their Wives and Children, and the reft 


Of their Conceins, whereof they were poſſeſt 
When they in Cana n dwelt, and they were then 
No more in number but Threeſcore and Ten, 
And when to Egyp! Jr) / drew near, 

He ſent before hin / 7 lch tO prepare 

His way to Geben, which when Foſeph heard, 
Immediately his Chario: he prepar'd, 
And unto Goſh he directly went. 

=_ And to his Father — himſelf pi elent; 
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And! 
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nd being over joy 'd fell on his Neck, 
1d for a good while thereupon he wept. 
hen Jacob ſaid, ſince thou yet liv'ſt, and I 
ave ſeen thy face once more, now let me die. 
nd Foſeph ſaid, my Br ethren I will go 
/nto Kine Phargob, and will tet him know 
hat you and all my Father's Houle are come; 
nd that your Occupation when at home, 
ath been in teeding Cattle altogether, (hither 
nd that you've brought your Flocks and Herds all 
low therefore when you come before the Kinę 
Ind he ſhall ask you what your Trade hath been, 
xy thus: Thy Servants from our Youth till now 
ave dealt in Cattle, we and our Fathers too; 
bat he may let you dwell in Goſhen, for 
th Egyptians do a Shepherd's Lite abhor. 


CHAT. XLVII. 
[ Hen to King Pharaoh Joleph went, and ſaid, 
My Father and his Sons, with all they had 
their own Countrey, are come down to me, 
nd in the Land of Gefhca now they be. 
re of his Brethren alſo with him went, 
om he unto King Pharach did preſent. 
Id Pharach asked them about their L. ade, 
d they unto the King reply d and ſaid, 
le and our Fathers while we were at home 


ere Shepherds all, and now behold, we come 
5 „ m 
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With all our Flocks, to get fome Paſture here, 
For in our Land the Famine is ſevere: 
We therefore pray thee to appoint a Portion 
|. Unto thy Servants in the Land of Goſhen. 
And Pharaoh laid to Feſeph, Fimpow'r thee 
To uſe thy pleaſure, Goſhen is before thee ; 
Settle thy Father and thy Brethren there, 
And if among them active Men there are, 5 
Commit my Cattle to their ſpecial care. 
And Foſeph brought his aged Father in 
Before the King, and Jacob bleſſed him. 
And Pharaoh asking him about his Age, 
Le ſaid, The Years of my Litz's Pilgrimage 
Are but an Hundred Thirty, very few 
And evil, nor have I attain'd unto _ 
- The Years of my Fore-Fathers longer age, 
Which they paſt thro? in this their Pilgrimage. 
And Jacob hleſt the King again, and then 
Out of his Prefence he return'd again. 
And Joſepb plac'd his Father and Relations 
In Egypt, and appointed them Poſleſſions 
In the beſt of the Land, ev'n in the Land 
Of Ramaſes, according to the King's Command: 
And there he nouriſht chem with fit ſupplies 
Of Bread, according to their Families. 
And now the People having ſpent their ſtore, 
And Famine ſtill increafiyg more and more, 
Egypt and Canaan too, for want of Bread, 
Were fore diſtreſt and almoſt famiſhed. 
And Foſeph took the Money they did bring 
To buy their Corn, and kept it for tne Ring. 
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erefore the People came to repreſent Dp 
cir caſe to him, both Corn and Coin be'ng ſpent. 
d Foſeph ſaid, If Money be grown ſcant, | 
Ing me your Cattle and ye {hall not want. 
d they brought Horſes, Aſſes and their Flocks 
d Herds of Cattel, ev'n all their Stocks, 
d gave to Foſeph in exchange for Bread, 
r which the Feople he for that Year fed; 
d when that Year was paſt, the ſecond Year 
xey came again, and ſaid, we can't forbear 
let thee know our want, my Lord doth know 
on haſt our Money and our Cattle too, 
d there is nothing left ( fo hard's our fate) 
tonly each Man's Perſon and Eſtate, 
hou wilt give us Bread, into thy hands 
il we reſign our Perſons and our Lands: 
d be the Servants of the King for ever, 
om Death therefore our hungry Souls deliver, 
d take ſome pity on our wretched ſtate, 
ſt we dye, and the Land be deſolate. 
d the Egyptians fold each Man his Field, 
Þauſe the Famine over them prevail'd ; 
A all cheir Lands became the King's Poſſeſſion, 
Id Fofeph plac'd them at his own diſcretion. 
t the Land of the Prieſts he purchas'd nor, 
r Pharaoh had aſſigu d to them their Lot; 
Id they receiv'd their Food from Pharao#'s hands, 
terefore they had no need to ſell their Lands. 
d Foſeph ſaid unto them, now behold, 
u and your Lands are unto Pharaoh ſold: 
I: here is Seed to ſow in each Man's Field, 
held when the Landl ics 1ipe increaſe ſhall yield, 
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A fifth part ſhall belong unto the Crown, 


And th other four parts ſhall be your own, 


And they ſaid; Thou haſt ſfav?d our Lives, my Lord. \ 1 


And grew and multiply'd exceeding faſt. 
He called Jeſeph, unto whom he ſaid, If I 


And not be bury*d here; therefore fulfil 
I This my Deſire: and he reply'd, I will; 


WW Then J bow'd himſelf upon his Bed. 


C 


For Seed to tow your Lands, and for ſupplies 
Of Food convenient for your Families. 


Thy gracious favour unto us afford, LA 
And we will do according to thy word. To vi 
And 7oſeph made it a Decree, to ſtand is 8 
Ev n to this day throughout th' Egyptian Land, Vher 
That Pharaoh ſhould have a fifth pait, except IIimſe 


The Prieſts Lands, which unto themſelves they kept ind t 


And in the Land of Egypt, ev'n in Goſhen o me 


Did 1/*:/ dwell, and therein had poſſeſſion, 


And Jacob liv'd till ſeventeen Years were paſt ; 
So that the ſum of Facol's age appears 

To be an hundred forty ſeven Years 
And when the time approach'd that he muſt die, 
Have now found favour in thy fight, I pray, 
Swear thou unto me that thou wilt not lay 

My Bones in Egypt, for I fain would lie 
Among my Anceſtors when eer I die, 


And he ſaid, {wear unto me, which he did: 


o 
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11 A ND now when Toſeph heard his Father lay 
A Even at the point of death, he haſts away _ 
fo viſit him, and took along with him 
is Son Manaſſeb, and's Son Ephraim. 
Vhereof when Jacob heard he ſtrengthned 
Iimſelf, and roſe and fate upon the Bed: 
epÞnd thus to 7oſeph ſaid, Lo, God appeared 
o me at Luz, in Canaan, and declared, 
That he would bleſs, and make me a great Nation, 
d give my Seed that Land for a Poſleflion : 
nd Facob ſaid, Behold, theſe Sons of thine 
Is Reuben and as Simeon ſhall be mine, 


nd all the reſt which ſhall be born to thee ö 


ereafter, ſhall be thine, and they ſhall be 
all'd by the Name of their own Family, 
hold thy Mother died upon the way, 
hen I from Padan came, near Epbratab, 
he which is in the Land of Canaan, where, 
d wit, in Bethlem, did I bury her. 
ind Faceb ſeeing Joſeph's Sons were there, 
E asked of him who the Children were. 
d Joſeph ſaid, My Father, lo, theke be 
e Sons, God in this Place hath given me. 
en Facob ſaid, I pray thee bring them nigh _ 
me, and I will bleſs them e'er I dis. © 


Pw Jacobs Eyes, by reaſon of Age, were dim) 
A PH Po{eph brought his Sons near unto him, 8 * 
d Jacob kiſſed and embraced them: 8 
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= Blets both the Lads, and let them bear my Name, I 
And the Name of my Fathers Abraham _ 
And [aac, and let them muluply. 

in che midſt of the Earth exceedingly. 
And Foſeph ſeeing his Father's Right hand laid 
On Ephraim's head, he was diſpleas'd, and ſaid, Ihe e) 


Manaſſeb's head, for he's the eldeſt son: 
And therewithal attempted to have laid 
His Father's Right hand on Manaſſebs head. 


I know't full well, he allo ſhall become 


And many Nations ſhall come from his Seed, 


. 
r 
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And ſaid I never thought to ſee thy Face, Th 
And lo, the Lord hath ſhown me of thy race. I Sha 


And Joſeph from between his Knees brought forth | Lik 


His Sons, and bow'd himſelf even to the Earth: I Pre. 
And in his Right hand held up Ephraim, And 
Towards his Father's Left hand guiding him, But 
And in his Left hand to his Father's right, Shal 
He held his Son Aanaſſeb oppoſite. and 
And Jr ſtretching out his Right hand, laid Abo! 
W [ton the youngeſt namely Epbraims head: II too 


And laid his Left hand wirtingly upon 
Manaſſeb's head, although the eldeſt Son. 
And Jacob bleſſed Foſeph, ſaying, The God 


Of Heaven, in whoſe Paths my Fathers trod, 


Who all my Life hath nourith'd me, even he 
Who from all Evil hath redeemed me, 


Not ſo, my Father, lay this hand upon 


But he refus'd and ſaid, I know*r, my Son, 


A People, and be mighty: But indeed 
His younger Brother ſhall him far exceed, { 


3 
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Thus Jacob bleſſed chem, and faid, In thee 
Shall 1/-4?/ bleſs, and fay, God make thee be 
Like Ephraizz and Manaſſeh. Thus did he 
Prefer the youngeſt to the firſt degree. 

And Tl faid to Joſeph, Lo, I die, 

But God {hall viſit you, and certainly 
Shall bring you back unto your Fathers Land. 
And thou ſhalt have a Portion from my hand, 
Above thy Brethren, which with Sword and Bow 


| took from th' Amorite, my deadly Foe. 
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A N D Jacob called all his Sons together, 
And ſaid, Ye Sons of Jacob come you hither 
ind hearken what your aged Father fays, 


Pho tells you what ſhall be in the laſt days. 


uben my firſt born, of my Strength the Flower, 
he excellency of Dignity and Power: 
nſtable as Water, be tor ever vile, 
ecauſe thou didſt thy Father's Bud defile. 
neon and Levi re Brethren. Inſtruments 
| Cruelty are lodged in their Tents : 
ome not, my Soul, their ſecret Councils nigh, 
y Honour, with them have no Unuy : 
r in their Wrath they caus'd 2 Man to fall, 
d in their Self. will digged down a Wall. 
rſt be their anger, fierce, yea curſed b 
tir Wrath, tor it was full of Cruch y: 
Yee > 


B 
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e Weener let there Secd be "THY 

＋ nd every where in Tal ſcattered. 

dab ſhall have his Brethren's Praiſe, and they 
4 hall bow before him, he his Foes ſhall ſlay. 

WH 7 dab's 2 Lion's Wheip return d from pray, 

* ie ſtoop d, he couch'd, and as a Lion lay, 
Is an old Lion, who {hall dare moleſt, 

or rouze him up, when he lies down to reſt: 
The Scepter ſhall from Judah never ſtart, 
Nor a Lawgiver from his Feet depart, 

Until the bleſſed S9 come, to whom 
The ſcatter'd People ſhall from all parts come: 
Binding his Foal unto the choiceſt Vine, 
He wath'd his Garments, all of them in Wine, 
His Eyes {hall with the Blood of the Grapes look red, 
And Milky Whiteneſs ſhall his Teeth oer ſpread. 
Lo, Zebulum ſhall dwell upon the Sea, 9 
An Haven for the Ships ſecurity , 8 
And unto Zidon ſhall his Border be. 

#4 Ana Iſaehar 1 18 4 ſtrong Ass between | 
Iwo Burdens crouching, who when he had ſeen 5 
Tbat Reſt was pleaſant, and the Land was good, 
His ſervile Neck unto the Yoak he bow'd. 
Das as a Judge ſhall over Trac lway, 
He ſhall be as a Serpent in the way, 

To bite the Horſe, and caſt the Rider down, 
O God ! | have look'd for thy Salvation. 
cad by a Troop ſhall be o'ercome, but he 
. Shall at the laſt obtain the Victory. 
bi 3 The Bread of Aſber ſhall be fat indeed, 

1 7 And Royal Dainties ſhall from him proceed 


And part at night what he hath took by day. 
All theſe are the twelve Tribes of 1/rael, 
And thus their Father did their Fate foretel : 


5 | Among my Anceſtors in Canaan, where 
[Of Epbron, Abraham bought a Sepulcher, 


Liks 


Like to an Hind let looſe is Naphrhali, 
He ſpeaketh all his Words e 5m 
Joſepb's a fruitful Bough, whoſe Branches tall 


They ſhor a, aim and griev'd him very fore, 


Is I'ra&@Ps Shepherd, and chief corner Stone: 
Even by my Father's God, who ſhall aſſiſt 
Thee, by th' Almighty God ſhalt thou be bleſt, 
With Bleflings from above, and from below, 


According to their Perſonal deſert : 


Gif Burial, for him and all his Race: 


| 
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c n ad 
1 — —_ * —— „ 


— — 2 


criptural Poems. 


— 


Grow by a Well, and over-top the Wall: 
By reaſon of Hatred which the Archers bore, 


But Fe/-p5's Bow in its full ;ftrength abode, 
And by the Arm of Jacobs mighty God, 
He was indu'd with ſtrength, from whence alone 


—— —_ 


13 


With Bleflings of the Breaſt , and Womb alſo. 
Thy Father's Bleſſings have prevail'd beyond 
My Anceſtors: Unto the utmoſt bound =. 
Of the perpetual Hills, yea tet them reſt 8 


n —̃— 


On FJoſeph's head, and let him be poſſeſt 
Of all, who was divided from the reit. 
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Young Benjamin ſhall Wolt-like take his prey, 
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And bleſſed every one of them apart, 
Moreover he gave them a charge and ſaid, 
Lo, I jhall die, but let my Bones be laid 


Together with a Field, to be a Place 


i ROE _ (They 
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( There Abraham 404 Sarah lie, and there : 


They Jlaac and Rebecca did inter, 

And there when Leah died 1 buried her.) 
The Field was purchas'd of the Sons of Heri. 
WW Thus having ſaid, reſigning up his Breath 
Io him that gave't, his Feet into the Bed 

1 He drew, and ſo Was number'd to the dead. 


CA. L. 


AN D Joſeph fell i upon his Fathers Face, 

And did with Tears his liielefs Lips embrace : 
And ſends for his Phyſicians ard adviſes 
Them, to embalm his Father's _orpſe with Spices : 
And they did fo, and forty days did paſs. ? 


(For io the manner of Embalming was) 
And the 'Eojptians mourned lor the ſpace 
Of threeſcore and ten davs, which being expired 
He ſpake to Pharaot's Servants and deſired, 
That they would pleaſe to ſpeak in Pharaey's Ear, 
oy tell him that my Father made me ſwear , 
hat I ſhould bury him in Cæanaan, where 
He hath provided his own Sepulcher : : 
= 1 therefore pray thee that I may obtain 
N Thy leave, and I wal ſoon return again. 
bY And P ſaid, Since thou haſt ſworn, fulfil. 
4 27 Oach, according 0 72 Father al | 
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And Joſephe went up to accompany 
His Father's Corpſe with great Solemnity ; 
And with him went up Pharaoh's Servants, and 
The prime Nobility of all the Land. | 
And 7ofeph's Houſhold, and his Brethren all, 
Only their Flocks, and Herds, and Children ſmall 
Were left behind: Moreover there went up 
Chariots and Horſemen, even a mighty Troop, 
And they came up to Arad's threſhing floar 
Beyond the River Jordan, where full fore 
They mourned for him till ſeven days were paſt, 
So long their Mourning in that Place did laſt, 
Which when the Canaanites beheld they ſaid, 
Surely ſome eminent Egyptians dead. 
Wherefore they call'd it Abel mixraim. 

Thus did his Sons as he commanded them. 
For to the Land of Canaan they conveigh'd 
Him, and in Machpelab near Mamre, laid 

IIlis Body in the Cave which Ephren fold 

To Abraham, for him and his to hold. 
And thus when Feſeph fully had perform'd 
His Father's Will, to Egypt he return d, 
Together with his Brethren, and with all 
Them that came with him to the Funeral. 

Now Joſeph's Brethren being well aware 

ITbat they were Fatherleſs, began to fe 

That he would hate them, and requite 

Ihe Evil they had treated him withal 

Wherefore to him they ſent a Meſſen 

And ſaid, Behold our Father did decla 

Before he died, that we thould come 
.d [Forgive thy Brethren's Treſpaſſes, 1 
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And their Miſdeeds for they have been kind: 
And now we bumbly pray thee be inclin'd 


| To Pardon our Offences, and the rather 


For though you meant me Ill, God meant it Good, 


= For that we ſerve the God even of thy Father. $f 
And Joſepb wept when thus they ſpake, and they 21 
Came nearer, and before him proſtrate lay, c 
And ſaid, We are thy Servants all this day. 

And Joſepb bad them not to be afraid, 
For in the place of God am I, he ſaid: 


ä 


— 


And ſent me hither to provide you Food: 
Nou therefore trouble not your ſelves, for I 
Will nouriſh you, and all your Family, 
After this manner did he ſatisfie 


. And treat them with extream Civility. = Of d 
And / epb and his Father's Houſe remain d Fron 
In Egypt, and he liv'd till he attaan ed But ! 
An Hundred and ten years, and liv'd to fee That 
Of Epbraim's Children to the Third Degree: If an 


And Mars Children of Manaſſebs Tribe 
. 'are alſo born ſome time before he died. 
Foſeph ſaid, My Brethren, lo I die, 
d will viſit you undoubtedly ; 


t Land again whereof he ſpake PDriv 
nceſtors, will bring you back. For! 

o made his Brethren ſwear, To t 

id not interr his Body there. IA dc 

ided his Life's Pilgrimage, Istabi 

Ired and ten years of Age; Let 

md, and in a Coffin laid, Rejc 


g could be thence cone d. fas 


I the Hiſtory of Joſeph. 
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1 N 10 the twelve Tribes ſcattered abroad, 
OS an Apoſtle of the living God, 
And of the Lord Chriſt Jeſus, Salutation. 

My Brethren, when you fall into Tempta- Þ| 
Of divers kinds, rejoyce, as Men that know (tion 
From trial of your Faith doth Patience flow: i} 
But let your Patience have its full effect, Ro { ; 

| 

; 


That you may be entire, without defect. 14 
If any of you lack Wiſdom, te? him cry 
To God, and he will give it lib'rally, 
And not upbraid. But let him ask in Faith, 
Not wavering, for he that wavereth, 
Unto a Wave o'th' Sea I will compare, 
Driv'n with the Wind and toiled here and there: 
For let not ſuch a Man himſeif deceive, © 
To think that he ſhall from the Lord receive. 
A double-minded Man moſt ſurely lacketh 
Stability! in all he undertake 
Let ev'ry Brother of a low degree 
Rejoyce in that he is advanc d, but he _ 
That's Rich in being made low, for he ſhall paß 
Away, as doth the tlow'r of the Gras. 
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| For as the Grafs, oon 25 the Sun doth riſe, ut be 
Is ſcorch'd by reaſon of the heat, and dies; ndn 
Its Flow?r fades, and it retal ns no more or he 
The beauteous comeline!s it had before, like 
So fades the Rich Man, maugre all his Store. hat 
The Man is bleſt that doth endure Temptation: 128 


For when he's try'd, the Crown of God's Salvation, 
The which the Lord bath promited to give Fer | 
To them that rr him, tiiat Man ſhall receive. oy 


Let no Man be pofleſt with a perſuaſion, ut 50 
To ſay, when be {at's under a Temptation, op 
That God's the cauſe ; for with no evil can Wk 
God be e nor "rempts he any Man. as 

But every Man is tempted wy en he's drawn oy 8 
Away, and by bis Tufts prevail'd upon; Sled 
Then when Luft hath concciv'd , it uthereth 5 
In Sin, and Sin when finithed brings Death. 3 


Err noc, my Bret! cen, hom | dearly love. | And 
Each g00d and per! cer Gift is from above 5 


Down 2. OM th orig me of 1 ights deſcending, wes 
With whom's no change, nor jhadow thereco ending 0 
According to 515 6 WI An] 50 pleature, he N 
Begat us with thc vroid of Tri th, that we 
Should as the firſt Hits of his Creatures be. 
Wherefore, beloved Brethten; Jintreat = 
You to be ſwift to bear, and | flow to peak, Ait 
And {low to wrath, for ark cannot incline | D 
TI be Sons of Men to R gh teouſiieſs divine. or if, 
[ * & Wherefore avoiding cry filthineſs, 0 * 
And ſuperfluity of nauglitineſs: . 0. 
Receive with meckr ol the ingrafted word, Prat 


Wy hich can Salvation to Your Sou! 5 afford. 


But 
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ut be ye 8 of the word each one, 
ind not deceive your ſelves to hear alone; 
or he that hears the word and doth it not, 
; like unto a Man that hath forgot 
Vhat kind of Man he was, tho? in a Glaſs 
le juſt before beheld his nat'ral Face. 
But whoſo minds the Law of Liberty 
its perfection, and continually 
ibides therein, forgets not what he's heard. 
ut doth the Work and therein hath Reward. 
any Man among you feem to be 
eligious, he decewes himſelf if he 
Doch not his Tongue as with a Bit reſtrain 
nd all that Man's Religion is but vain, 
eligion, pure and undefiPd, which is 
\ccepravle before the Lord, is this: 
To viſit Widows and the Father! leis, 
n time of their affliction or diftreſs : 
And fo to regulate his Converſation, 
As to be ſpotleſs in his Generation, 
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Aich of the Lord of Glory, Felus Chriſt”, 
Doth with reſpect of Perſons not conſiſt ; 
or-if, my Brethren, when there ſhall come i in 
our Aſſembly one with a Gold Ring, 


K ts Cloaths, and there ſhall alſo be 
cher Man chat”: meanly cloath'd, and ye 
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And bid the poor Man ſtand or fit below, 8 Ideſtic 


1 
wh 

* 

i 
* . 


Shall have reſpect to him in rich attire, 
And ſay unto him, Come thou, ſit up higherz he hin 


Are ye not partial then, and plainly ſhow, d one 


That you do judge amiſs in what you do? warn 
Hearken, my Brethren, hath not God elected do n 


The Poor, who by this World have been rejected, nat be 
Yet rich in Faith, and of that Kingdom Heirs, Fa ma 


Which God will give his foll'wers to be theirs? Fd I; 


But you, my Brethren, do the Poor deſpiſe. ithou 
Do not the rich Men o'er you tyrannize, y Fai 


And hale you to their Courts; that worthy Name Hou C 
By which you're call'd, do not they blaſpheme? Je De 


Ihen if ye do the Royal Law fulfil, t wil 

Jo love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, 'tis well,  Phich 

== According to the Scripture; but it ye as NC 
_— >hall have reſpe& to Perſons, ye ſhall be I} Wo 
Guilty of Sin, and by the Law condemn'd, hen 
As ſuch who have its Righteouſneſs contemn'd. Fit th 
For he that ſhall but in one point offend. Ind v 


Breaks the whole Law, whate'er he may pretend. Ind ic 


For he that doth forbid Adultery, Perabe 
Forbids likewiſe all acts of Cĩuelty :- or R 
No tho' thou be not an Adulterer, hus 1 
Yet if thou kill, thou ſhalt thy Judgment bear. Þyuſt! 
So ſpeak and do as thoſe Men that thall be us 
Judg'd by the perfect Law of Liberty: 18. 
For he ſhall Judgment without Mercy know, nd! 
KY That to his Neighbour doth no Mei cy ſhows & fer a 
And Mercy triumphs againſt Judgment coo. \ J Fa 
Brethren what profit is't if a Man faith © |» 
That he hath Faith, and hath not Works; can Fait 
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e him? If 3 iny of the br l 
deſtitute of Cloaths or daily Food, 
xd one of you ſhall ſay, Depart in peace, 
warmed or be filled, ne ertheleſs, 

do not furniſh them with what they need, 
hat boots it? Thus Faith without Works is dead. 

a may a Man ſay, thou doſt Faith profeſs 

d I good Works, to me thy Faith expreſs 

ithout thy Works, a and I will plainly ſhow 

y Faith unto thee by the Works I do, 

hou doſt believe there is one God, tis true, 

he Devils do believe and tremble too. 

t wilt thou know, vain Man, that Faith is dead 
hich with good Works is not accompany d. 

as not our Father Abraham juſtify'd 

y Works, and by the fame his Faith was try'd, 

hen he his Iſaac to the Altar brought, 
Eft thou how with his Works bis Faith then wrought? 
nd with his Works he perfected his Faith? 
Ind fo the Scripture was fulfill'd, which faith, 
brabam believed God, and 'twas imputed 
or Righteouſneſs, and he Gods Fri: and reputed. 
hus may you lee, that by Works ev'ry one 
juſtify'd, and not by Faith alone. 1 
Thus was the Harlot Rybab juſtify'd . 

y Works, when ihe the n s did vide, 
Ind by another way their fect did guide 

for as the Pody's dead without the Spirit, 
J Faith without ; Works Never Can inherit. 
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CHAT. III. 


Ffect not, Brethren, Superiority, 
As knowing that we ſhall receive thereby 
The greater Condemnation in the end: 
For we in many things do all offend. 
Who doth not with his Tongue offend, he can 
Guide his whole Body, he's a perfe& Man. 
=_ Behold, in Horſes mouths we Bridles but, 
= To rule and turn their Bodies quite ut: 
=_ BÞchold likewiſe the Ships, which tho' they be 
Of mighty bulk, and thro? the raging Sea 
Are driv'n by the ſtrength of Winds, yet they 
By a {malt Helm the Pilot's Will obey. 
= Evn ſo the Tongue of Man, which tho? it be 
But a ſmall Member, in an high degree 
= TI: boaſts of things. Behold, we may remark 
Ho great a matter's cindVd by a ſpark. 
= hc Tongue's a fire, a world of ill. hich plac'd 
Among the Members, often hath diſgracd 
Al the whole Body. firing the whole frame 
7 | Of Nature, and is kindPd by Hell flame. 
BW All kinds of Beafts and Birds thatcan be nam'd, 
erpents and Fiſhes, are and have been tam'd _ 
By Mankind; but the Tongue can no Mar. tame, 
Fi | A ſtubborn Evil full of deadiy bane. 
We there with God the Father bleſs, and we 
| ls 'Therewich 2 Men ee like the Derr 
=. | Bleſſing 
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Bred ing ad Curſing from the ſame Mouth ow.. 
Theſe things, my Brethren, ought not to be fo. 
s any Fountain of fo ſtrange a nature, 
At once to fend forth ſweer and bitter water? 
an Olives, Brethren, on a Fig tree grow, 
Or Figs on Vines? No more can water flow 
From the ſame Fountain ſweet and bitter too. ) 
He that's endu'd with wiſdom and diſcretion 
\monglt you, let that Man by the proſeſſion 
Of Meeknefs, wiſely give a demonſt ration 
fall his Works from a -ood Converſation. 
But if your Hearts are full of birterneſs = 
And ſtrife, boaſt not, nor do the Truth profeſs. 
This Wiſdom is not from above deſcending, 
ut Earthly, ſenſual and to evil tending; 
or where there's {trite and envying there's confuſi ON, 
ind ev'ry evil work in the concluſion. 
ut the true Wiſdom that is from above. 
s, in the firſt i lace, pure, then full of love, 
Then gentle, and intreated eaſily, 8 


ext merciful, without partiality, 

ull of good fruits, without hypocriſie: 
And what 18 OE, the teuits of A TAC DUNE! 
s fown 1 in Peace, 31911 that d make Pes 
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; 1 . The things which you deſire, becauſe you crave not, And 


But he beſtows more Grace, wherefore he ſays, 
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| F Rom whence come Wars and Fights, come they no Juc 
5 Ev'n from th' inordinate concupilcence ( henceJThar 

That in your Members prompts to variance? ho 

|  Youluſt and have not, kill and deſire to have, 

But neertheleſs obtain not what you crave: 

\ With War and fighting ye contend, yet have not 


on 
If ot 


e crave but don't receive, the reaſons juſt, 


ae crave amiſs to ſpend it on your Luſt. Y * 
= You ghat live in Adultry, know not ye IA V- 
he friendſhip of the World is enmity „ pp. 
= With God? He is God's Enemy therefore 80 th 
WW That doth the Friendſhip of the World adore. . Us 1 

Do ye think that the Scripture ſaith in Vain, But! 
I)zye Spirit that luſts to hate doth in you reigg? Such 


= God ſcorns the Proud, but doth the Humble raiſe. he 
4 ; "Unto the Lord therefore ſubmillive be 
Reſiſt the Devil and he'll from you flee. 

Drau high to God and he'll to you draw nigh. 

Make clean your Hands you Sinners, purifie 

* Wa our Hearts you double-minded, weep and mourn, 


3: 1 And be afflicted, let your laughter turn 


WI | Zo forrow, and your joy to ſadneſs; flop 
1 © Before the Lord, and he will lift you bp... 1 


4 
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My Brethren, ſpeak not evil of each other: 
He that doth judge and ſpeak ill of his Brother, 2 
Doth judge and ſpeak ill of the Law; therefore 
If thou doſt judge the Law, thou art no more 
A doer of the fame, but doſt aſſume 
The Judgment - Seat, and art thy ſelf become 
noh Judge thereof. There is but one Law-giver 
ce That's able to deſtroy and to deliver; {(bour? *% 
ho then art thou that doſt condemn thy Neigh- J 
o to now, you that ſay, To ſuch a place 1 
o morrow will we go, and for the ſpace 
Of one whole Lear, or ſo, will there remain, 
WH And buy and ſell; and get great ſtore of Gain: 
[Whereas ye know not what a day may do. 
For what's the Life of Man? Ev'n like unto 
\ Vapour, which tho? for a while it may 
\ppear, it quickly vaniſheth away. 
So that ye ought to ſay, If God permit 
Us life and Health, we will accompliſh it. 
But now ye glory in year confidence, 
Such glorying is of evil conſequence. _ | 
He therefore that doth know, and doth not ace 


he thing thats good, doth guilt thereby contract. YN 
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O « £0 now, O ye rich Men, how]! and cry, Jow 

| Pecaule of your approaching miſery : 3 l 

Vour Riches are corrupted, and the Moths | , 

Have enter'd, and have eaten up your Cloaths; ut | 

= Your Gold and Silver's canker'd, and the ruſt eſt 

= Thereof, ſhall be an Evidence that's juſt et! 
= Againſt you, and like fire your fleſh devour: fo 
= Againſt the laſt days ye have heap'd up ftore. | _ 
The hire of them that reaped down your F eld, 1 
The which by you is wrongfully witheld, | ha 
5 Cries, and the Voice thereof hath reach'd. the Ears Pn 
WW. En of the God of Sabbath, Mid he hes. Pf 
EE: Your Lives in p. eaſure ye on Earth have led, 4 he 
= And as in days of ſlaughter nouriſniᷣd N 
= - Your wanton Hearts, and have condemn'd and Rain BY 


| | The Juſt, and he doth not reſiſt again. 
Be patient therefore, Brethren, even unto 
The coming of the Lord: behold, ev'n fo 
W \ 1 he Husbandman expecteth patiently 
The precious increale of the Earth to ſee, 
* patience waiting, till he doth pbtain 
The ſhow'rs of early and of later Rain. | 


* 


e be ye patient, fixing ſtedfaſtly 


Jour Hearts, for th — of the Lord draws .n nigh. | 


„ 0 CI aaa 
* * ——— —— 


 Scriptural Poems. 


— 


— — 


Heere r not teach other, Brethren, leſt ve bear 

The condemnation ; lo, the Judge ſtands near. 

The Prophets, Brethren, who all heretofore _ 

| þ the Name of the Lord their witneſs bore, 

Fake for Examples in their Sufferings 

And Patience: they that endure ſuch things, 

Ve know are counted bleſt. Have ye not read 

Df Fob, how patiently he ſuffered? 

Iave ye not ſeen in him what was God's end, 

low he doth pity and great love extend? 

y Brethren, but above all things faxb 

zy Heav'n or Earth, or otherwiſe to ſwea og 
zut let your Yea be Yew N ay | 
Left ye become Wee. ays : 

et him fing Plalms that's Ky he that's Td 

Let him by Prayer ſeek to be reliev C. 

ff any of you by Sickneſs be diſtreſt, 

et him the Elders of the Chg 1 rogeſt, 
That they would come ang pF for him awhile, 
\nointing hifi in th Name with Oil; 

to ſhall the Pray'r tha reſtore + 

The Sick, and God ſha Biſc bim as before, 

And all th? Offences which he hath committed 

n,:,phall be forgivn, and he ſhall be acquitted. 

onfeſs your Faults each one unto. his. Brother, 

und put up Supplications for eacl: other, 

That fo you may he healꝰd; the feryency 


ars 


Of juſt Men's Pray rs, reva effectually, + 
lias Was 2 Man as fyail'es we gte, 
he was e aneh wich the Ford i in Pray R 
That chere f mig Newne ne [pace 


5 


Of three Feen fix Months no Rain ere yy 


nigh. | G 2 
rice 
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” The Heavn gave Rain, the Earth brought forch he 
| If any one ſhall from the Truth deſert, _ 
And one, my Brethren, ſhall that Man convert; : 
Let him be ſure,” that he that doth recal 
The poor backſliding Sinner from his ſall, 
Shall . a Soul from Death, and certainly | 

Shall hide a multitude of Sins uy. 


Ad afietward, when he again made U 0 Eru; * 
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and Armies; his Conquèring Kings and Kingdoms, 


kus. Love and Marriage Fortunes and Misfortunes; 


and many other famous and memorable things and 
Kctions, worthy of Wonder: With the Adventures 
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18. The moſt Excellent Hiſtory of the Valiant. 
. nd Renown'd Knight, Don Flores of Greece, Knight 
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